BE PREPARED. Makati 
Mayor Jejomar Binay with 
gas maslcand in Boy Scout 
uniform prepares to enter 
“ground zero” of the 
Glorietta 2 explosion site 
onWednesday. кооз 
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Businessmen 
remain upbeat 
on economy 
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Devanadera reverses prosecutor's 
recommendation, orders filing of 
murder charges vs Luis Gonzalez 


ZTE inquiry resumes; 
Cabinet men not going 


. Cabacungan Jr, Dona 
Pazzibugan and Allison W. Lopez 
MALACARANG HAS BARRED CABINET OF- 
ficials and government executives from ap- 
pearing further in the Senate probe of the 
National Broadband Network (NBN) pro- 
ject, citing President Macapagal-Arroyo's 
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FEARLESS Views 


JAIME AYALA: Nothing out 
oftheordinary  senzaom 


SUPT. Fennimore Jaudian stands near the entrance to the Glorietta SPD CHIEF TICMAN shows list of technical 
2 basement where the explosion is believed to have originated. 


Thursday, October 25, 2007 


** 


Bsections / Vol.22 / No.319 РІВ 


webste:wweinquirer.mot. 


experts helping investigate the Glorietta 2 blast. 
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Tavera; 87 


cancellation of the $329-million contract. 
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PNP CHIEF Razon explains explosion to 
INQUIRER editors on Wednesday. 


Ayala blasts PNP probe 


Mall owner questions 
gas explosion theory 


By Elizabeth Sanchez-Lacson and DJ Yap 


“NOTHING EXTRAORDINARY" WAS HOW AYALA 
Land Inc. (ALD, operator of the Glorietta shopping 
complex in Makati City, yesterday described the 
condition of the Glorietta 2 (G2) basement before 
the Oct. 19 explosion that killed 11 people and in- 
jured more than 100. 

ALI president Jaime Ayala said 
at a press conference that this 
‘was what Glorietta maintenance 
personnel had reported to the 
company prior to the blast, based 
оп an initial report provided by 
the Ayala Groups "technical 
team” on Tuesday night. 

He said the team was com- 
posed of engineers, chemical 
experts, consultants and ex- 
perts on fire and safety. 

Asked whether the informa- 
tion from АШ technical team 
had refuted a police finding that 
leaned toward an accidental gas 
explosion in the G2 basement, 
Ayala said: "At this point, we are 


providing the facts so that the au- 
thorities can finish their report. 
At this point, we would like to 
wait until we see the report so we 
can actually address the specific 
conclusions that the authorities 
have made.” 

The Philippine National Po- 
lice is sticking to its gas explo- 
sion theory. 

Ata meeting with INQUIRER re- 
porters and editors yesterday 
afternoon, PNP Director Gener- 
al Avelino Razon said the inves- 
tigation was pointing to an igni- 
tion of dangerous gases accu- 
mulating in the G2 basement. 

AYALASI AB 


they're telling the truth 


By Inquirer staff 


PAMPANGA GOV EDDIE 
Panlilio yesterday expressed 
skepticism over claims that the 
P500,000 he and Bulacan Gov. 
Joselito Mendoza each re- 
ceived in Malacafiang on Oct. 


PAMPANGA Gov. Ed Panlilio:|hope Eastern Samar Gov. Ben Evardone and Palawan Gov. Joe! 


Reyes: It’s money of LPP, not Malacafiang.. 


Among Ed: Why did it take 
13 days to reveal cash source? 


11 had come from the League 
of Provinces of the Philippines 
рр). 

“It came as a surprise" 
Panlilio said ofthe statements by 
Eastern Samar Gov. Ben Evar- 
done, the LPP secretary, and 
Palawan Gov. Joel Reyes, LPP 


spokesperson, that the money 
was from the LPP's capability 
building program (СВР). 

“Why is it only now that they 
are telling us that the money 
came from the CBP? It has tak- 
en them 13 days to reveal that, 

AMONG EDI A4 


Opposition to Erap pardon gaining ground 


cause in opposing a presidential 
pardon for ousted President 
Joseph Estrada, a convicted 
plunderer. 

A “mockery of justice” was 
how an alliance of lawyers’ 
groups called the No Pardon for 
Erap Movement (NOPE) de- 
scribed President Macapagal- 


By Jerome Aning, 
Gil C. Cabacungan Jr, 
Leila B, Salaverria 
and Jocelyn R. Uy 


LAWYERS, MILITANTS AND 
anticrime crusaders—and at 
least one academic institu- 
tion—have found common 


Pinoy on Time 
magazine's list 
of Green heroes 


By T] Burgonio 


IN THE EYES OF FELLOW ENVIRONMEN- 
talists, Von Hernandez is the kind who walks 
his talk, and gets the job done. 

It’s no surprise then that Hernandez has 
been named by Time magazine as among this 
year's "Heroes of the Environment,” along 
with Al Gore, Mikhail Gorbachev and Prince 
Charles and other personalities. 

‘The Greenpeace campaign director was cit- 
ed for his relentless campaign against trading 

PINOY/ AB 


Arroyo's likelihood of granting 
clemency to Estrada. 

“The pardon, if granted un- 
der the conditions dictated by 
Estrada, is a national insult to 
our country’s honor. We appeal 
to ... [Ms Arroyo] not to allow 
this national shame to happen 
despite the politicians’ pressure 


VON HERNANDEZ: He walks his tall. 


on her,” said NOPE convenor 
Leonard de Vera of the Equal 
Justice for All Movement. 

Malacafiang yesterday said it 
would conduct a national sur- 
vey to get the public pulse on 
the issue. 

“Public opinion is a factor,” 
said Ms Arroyo's legal adviser 


Sergio Apostol, who noted that 
with his appeal, Estrada had 
practically recognized her legit- 
imacy. 

On Monday, Estrada, 70, 
dropped his motion for recon- 
sideration before the Sandigan- 
bayan, which sentenced him to 

OPPOSITION АВ 


Esperon blinks, 
orders release 
of Jonas report 


By Nikko Dizon and Leila В. Salaverria 


GEN. HERMOGENES ESPERON JR., ARMED 
Forces of the Philippines chief of staff, yesterday 
announced he was releasing the military report 
on how the license plate of an impounded vehicle 
ended up being used by the kidnappers of activist. 
Jonas Burgos. 

“I thought that for the sake of upholding and 
the protection of human rights, I might as well 
declassify this since it has become one issue 
where [Edita] Burgos insisted that the military's 
report would help find Jonas,” Esperon said. 

Esperon’s announcement was made as the 


ESPERON/AT 


) ‹ 


Where's our 
P500,000 cash? 
governors ask 


By Inquirer staff 


ATLEAST SEVEN GOVERNORS 
have neither heard of their 
league's "capacity-building 
program" (CBP) nor have they 
ever received money for such a 
program supposedly meant for 
neophyte governors. 

Negros Occidental Gov. 
Joseph Marañon, a veteran 
politician now on his third term, 
‘said he wanted P500,000, 

WHERE'S OUR/ A4 


SC receives 
first writ of 
amparo plea 


By Leila B. Salaverria 


THE MOTHERS OF TWO MISS- 
ing students of the University of 
the Philippines yesterday 
soughta writ of amparo (or pro- 
tection) from the Supreme 
Court to order the military to 
free their daughters and the lat- 
ter's companion. 

Erlinda Cadapan and Con- 
cepcion Empefio, whose daugh- 
ters Sherlyn Cadapan and 
Karen Етрейо were purported- 
ly kidnapped by the military 
along with farmer Manuel Meri- 
no in June 2006, were the first 
in the country to seek the writ of 
amparo, which provides reme- 
dies to any person whose right 
to life, liberty and security is vi- 
olated and threatened. 

‘The mothers asked for the re- 
lease of their daughters and 
Merino from military custody if 
they are still alive, or for the 
military to disclose the location. 
of their graves. 

They also asked to be allowed 
to inspect nine places, including 
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More churches rap GMA 


wiars мое "Come clean,’ Protestants urge President 
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By Beverly T. Natividad 


THE COUNTRY’S EVANGELI- 
cal churches have joined the 
call for President Macapagal- 
Arroyo to come clean on cor- 
ruption allegations hounding 
Malacafiang. 


Ina statement, the Philippine Council of 
Churches (PCEC)—the largest network of 
evangelical or Protestant Christian church- 
ев in the country—has asked President Ar- 


zen 


КЕЙЫ D.santos 


айо о. 
Be Gurman 


ysicians 


Catherine я. 


s ( 


p 
nd 


John Joseph 
Q.taceste 


dose Darwin 
млимаоа 


royo and other political leaders to “respond 
to the clamor for transparency and address 
the nation on the various scandals” involv- 
ing the administration 

Similar calls were made earlier by 
the Catholic Church, the Philippines for 
Jesus Movement (PJM) and the Jesus is 
Lord Movement (JIL). 

The PCEC is a network of 65 denomi 
nations, 130 mission groups and over 
20,000 local churches. 

The PCEC reminded the countrys lead- 
ers that their "righteousness" in handling 
the issues at hand will invite blessings to 
the country, while the opposite — wicked- 
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ness will surely court destruction. 
The group said they were deeply con- 
сетей about all the talk of corruption in- 
volving government leaders. While the list 
of controversies has been getting longer, 
the public still has yet to receive any clear 
answer from those involved, they noted. 
The PCEC also expressed its dismay 
at “the culture of corruption in the gov- 
ernment” while the majority of the Fil- 
ipinos are still living in poverty. 
Evangelical church leaders also asked 
the Christian faithful to launch what 
they said was their most powerful an- 
swer to the country's problems — prayer. 
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Esperon asks: 
Who planted 
bombs around 
Glorietta іп '03? 


ARMED FORCES CHIEF OF STAFF GEN. 
Hermogenes Esperon Jr. yesterday turned 
the tables on detained Sen. Antonio Tril- 
lanes IV saying it was the Magdalo group of 
junior officers, of which Trillanes was one of 
the leaders, which planted bombs at the Glo- 
rietta mall during the failed July 2003 coup. 

Trillanes, who is being tried on coup 
d'etat charges for the attempted coup, also 
known as the Oakwood mutiny, has ac- 
cused Esperon and National Security Advis- 
er Norberto Gonzales of masterminding 
what he claimed was the bombing of the 
Glorietta 2 mall on Oct. 19. 

Esperon yesterday threw the accusation 
back at Trillanes, saying, “Who were the 
people in fact who planted bombs in that 
area in 2003?" 

On July 27, 2003, a heavily armed Tril- 
lanes, with the self-styled Magdalo group of 
junior military officers and about 300 en- 
listed personnel, took over the Oakwood 
Premier hotel, since renamed Ascott, at the 
Glorietta complex in Makati's Ayala Center. 

The group demanded the resignation of 
President Macapagal-Arroyo and top mili- 
tary and defense officials, accusing them of 
corruption. The stand-off lasted a little over 
24 hours. 

Esperon denied having had a hand in the 
explosion at the Glorietta 2 which police in- 
vestigators now believe may not have been 
а bombing at all but an industrial accident 
arising from the accumulation of com- 
bustible gases in the mall's basement. 
Eleven people were killed and more than а 
hundred injured in the blast. 

"We have forces that can do that (bomb- 
ing). But why should we be doing that 
when we are supposed to be protecting the 
people? At least we have not shown intent 
to do harm," Esperon said. 

The AFP chief said Trillanes was “mixing 
speculation with politics," and asked what 
basis the former Navy lieutenant, who was 
elected to the Senate in May, had for mak- 
ing the charge that Esperon and Gonzales 
had staged the explosion. Nikko Dizon 


‘Mamita,’ doctor, 
activist, dies 


FORMER SOCIAL WELFARE SECRETARY 


Mita Pardo de Tavera passed away last! 


Tuesday after a battle with leukemia. She 
was 87. 

Interment will be on Friday after a Mass 
at 1 p.m. at the Santuario de San Antonio in 
Forbes Park, Makati City. 

Born to the illustrious Pardo de Tavera 
clan, “Mamita,” as she was called by people 
close to her, devoted more than six decades 
of her life to serving the needy. 

After graduating from the University of 
the Philippines in 1944 with a degree in 
medicine, Pardo de Tavera worked at the 
Philippine Tuberculosis Society. It was an 
eye-opener for her. In a 1986 interview 
with Woman Today, she said, "That's where 
Isaw the imbalances, the wide disparity be- 
tween the poor and the better-to-do.” 

Pardo de Tavera later became executive 
secretary of the PTS. She led the organiza- 
tion until 1974. 

In the 1970s, she founded the Alay Kap- 
wa Kilusang Pangkalusugan (Akap), an or- 
ganization of health workers volunteering 
to teach preventive medicine to poor com- 
munities nationwide. 

Akap has educated thousands of resi- 
dents of impoverished communities on ail- 
ments like tuberculosis, diarrhea, colds, flu, 
dengue and malaria. 

Even when she was past retirement age, 
Pardo de Tavera participated actively in 
street protests against Ferdinand Marcos’ 
dictatorship. 

After Marcos’ ouster, she served as social 
welfare secretary in the Aquino administra- 
tion. 

She also became chair of the Philippine 
Charity Sweepstakes Office and president 
of the Philippine Cancer Society. 

In 1991, the PCS launched the Hospice 
Home Care Program, which provided psy- 
cho-emotional and spiritual support to the 
terminally ill. Pardo de Tavera focused on 
cancer-stricken persons given short-term 
survival by their doctors. 

For her “outstanding community services 
and medical ethics,” the Philippine Medical 
Association gave Pardo de Tavera the Dr 
Jose P Rizal Award in 1994. сутй. 
Bonabente, Inquirer Research 
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Gov't makes 
it easier to 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER 


SOME 40,000 FORECLOSED HOUSES 
are up for grabs at only 6-percent in- 
terest payable in 30 years in the second 
housing fair launched by the Housing 
and Urban Development Coordinating 
Council (HUDCC). 

The fair, launched Tuesday at SM 
Megamall in Mandaluyong City, will 
run for six months. 


Vice President Noli de Castro, HUDOC 
chair, said he was elated by the high turnout. 
of buyers during the two days up to yester- 
day that the fair was held at Megamall. 
Starting today, interested buyers may 
go directly to the main offices of the 
Bangko Sentral ng Pilipinas, Government 
Service Insurance System, Social Securi- 
ty System and key shelter agencies like 


the Home Mutual Developmerit Fund or 
Pag-Ibig, National Home Mortgage Fi- 
nance Corp. and Home Guarantee Corp. 
to pick out the homes they want. 

“I hope that through this fair, many 
would find their dream houses,” De 
Castro said. S 

He said that unlike commercial banks 
that charge as high as 10-percent interest, 


nu 
za 
the participating agencies led by Pag-Ibig 
were only charging 6 percent for housing 
loans over 30 years to enable more Fil- 
ipinos to acquire their own homes. 
Furthermore, he said, this year's fair 
is open to workers in both the govern- 
ment and private sectors, including 
overseas Filipino workers (OFWs). 
Cynthia D. Balana 
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Have Your Feeds, Ingredients and Raw Materials Tested and Monitored Regulary. 


Kulang ba sa sustansya ang inyong animal feeds dahil tinipid ang ingredients at raw materials nito? Alamin ang Crude Protein, 
Crude Fat, Crude Fiber, Moisture, Ash, Micro Toxins (Aflatoxin, T2), Vitamins at minerals ng inyong animal feeds. Tumawag lang 
kay Gigi o Hope sa 0917-866071 lo 0915-6426681 para sa karagdagang kaalaman. Alamin kung paano sinusuri ang iba't ibang produkto 
sa pamamagitan ng aming mahigpit na laboratory tests. Laging hanapin ang seal of excellence, ang seal of QualiBet. Tumawag lang sa 
amin kung nais niyong ipakuha ang inyong feed samples para masuri. 


A Message Of Concern From 


QUALIBET TESTING SERVICES CORP. 
For A Safer and Better Life 


121 Dangay St. Project 7, Quezon City, Philippines 
Tel.Nos.: 374-8003 / 372-7993 Fax No.: 410-6048 • E-mail: qualibettesting@yahoo.com 
Website: www.qualibetlab.com 
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It doesn't matter how much you want to lose. Marie France can make it possible! Whether it's getting rid of those saddlebags, a flabby tummy or 
back fat, we have а solution! Our effective slimming program will help you reduce any extra pounds and inches of fat anywhere on your body with 
NO SURGERY, NO EXERCISE MACHINES, NO PILLS and NO CRAZY DIETS! Don't wait any longer. Get the body you want NOW! 


Get a FREE WEIGHT-LOSS STARTER PROGRAM 
upon enrollment from October 22-27, 2007 only! 


Call 894-BODY (2639) 
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Among Ed: Why did it take 15 days to reveal cash source? 


From page Al 


and they made denials in the 
last few days," Panlilio said. 

Asked if he would follow 
Evardone's suggestion that he 
and Mendoza return to the LPP 
the money given to them, 
Panlilio said: “We will still have 
to study it.” He said he would 
first consult with his supporters. 

Panlilio said returning the 
money would not help him 
have, in Evardones words, 
“peace of mind." 

“In the first place, I am not at 
peace with the statement of 
Governor Evardone,” said 
Panlilio, 53, a priest for 26 years 
before he won the May 14 gu- 
bernatorial election in Pampan- 
gaona platform of a moral cru- 
sade and good governance. 

* just hope they're telling the 
truth,” he said. "I hope they 
havea clear mind and clear con- 
science and tell what's true.” 


ty projects. 


President 


The LPP said it was the tere 
source of the cash gifts handed 
out in Malacafiang, a day after 
Mendoza revealed what he de- 
scribed to be the "true account" 
of how the money, coming in 
two paper gift bags, got to him. 


Palace denies disbursements 
This came after Director Glo- 
ria Bundoc of the Palace finance 
office informed 
Mendoza in a letter on Oct. 19 
that “the Office of the President 
has not released/disbursed any 
amount to your province...” 
According to Mendoz 
done told him at the LPP m: 
ing that money was to be given 
out for barangay and communi- 


Panlilio and 


Right after the meeting with 
Macapagal-Arroyo, 
Mendoza said an LPP staff 
member ushered him into a 
room beside Heroes Hall. 
Interior Undersecretary Aus- 


Tar 
ve New funding facility 


Panadero, Philippine 
Amusement and Gaming Corp. 
official Edward Plaza and aman 
he did not know were present in 
the room, where a woman in 
white handed him the paper 
bag containing the money. 

The cash handouts came 
amid the latest impeachment 
case against Ms Arroyo. Her 
critics said the handouts were 
an attempt to buy the loyalty of 
the more than 100 congress- 
men and 42 governors who 
went to separate meetings at 
the Palace that day. 


in a phone interview, Reyes 
said money given to Mendoza 
and Panlilio came from a new 
P6-million funding window es- 
tablished on Sept. 6. It is still 
unknown to most LPP members 
because protocols to avail of it 
have yet to be established, said 
Reyes. 


He explained that the money 
was withdrawn from LPP's bank 
account with Equitable PCI 
Bank through a board resolu- 
tion in two withdrawals of P3 
million each. 

Reyes added that the LPP had 
a current cash position of about 
P20 million from annual dues 
paid by their members. 

“We regard these funds as 
public funds and we are willing 
to have them audited external- 
ly, though we have an internal 
audit in place," Reyes said. 

Asked why it took 13 days for 
the LPP to speak up, Reyes said 
he was in the United States ac- 
companying his wife on a medi 
cal checkup when the contro- 
versy happened. 

Malacafang declined com- 
ment on the LPP claim. Press 
Secretary Ignacio Bunye said the 
President now wanted the Om- 
budsman to investigate the al- 
leged payoff instead of the Presi- 


said. 


Palace. 


ments. 


Unthinkable 


Where's our P500,000 cash? governors ask 


From page Al 


too, if the money given to gov- 
emors in Malacafiang two 
weeks ogo came from the 
League of Provinces of the 
Philippines (LPP). 

Marafion, who was not at the 
Malacafiang meeting where 
new governors were supposed 
to have been given the dole, 
said this was the first time he 
heard of the program. 

But "if it is league money they 
gave out to the governors, we will 
request for our share,” he said. 


No longer around 

Leyte Gov. Carlos Jericho Petil- 
Ja, who is on his second term, said 
he attended the Oct. 11 meeting 
in Malacañang but he was no 
longer around for the handouts. 

He said he was not aware that 
the LLP had a “capacity-building 
program” for new governors. Не 
said he did not even know that it 
was to be discussed in that 
Palace gathering. All along, he 
thought it was about the coming 
barangay elections. 

Petilla said he would have ac- 
cepted the money as he could use 
it to finance some projects, such as 
funding for the provincial hospital 

Antique Gov. Salvacion Zal- 
divarPerez, a member of the 


unaware 


members. 
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LPPs national executive board, 
said she also had not heard of the 
CBP but she believed that there 
was a fund for “alliance building." 
She said this was similar to 
the “capacity-building program 
for new governors” mentioned 
by the LPPs spokesperson, 
Palawan Gov. Joel Reyes. 


Solidarity building 

Perez said that the program, 
approved Oct. 6 last year, includ- 
ed strengthening ties and build- 
ing solidarity among provincial 
government officials. She said the 
program did not specify how 
much, how and when it will be 
given to the new governors. 

Aklan Gov. Carlito Marquez, 
on his second term, said he was 

program. 

"Maybe, it's because its a 'new 
one," he said. Marquez also said 
he did not receive any LPP funds. 

Capiz Gov. Victor Tanco Sr., a 
neophyte governor who failed 
to attend the Malacafiang meet- 
ing, said he was not informed 
that he will be given P500,000 
from the LPP 

Asked where the 79-member 
LPP got the money, Perez said 
the league had "excess" funds 
from annual contribution of its 


“We only spend it for meet- 


Oct. 


ings so there is usually a signifi- 
cant amount left," said Perez. 

She said Antique, a sec- 
ond-class province, contributes 
around P120,000 annually. 

Perez said the LPP's financial 
assistance would be given to 
not more than 15 neophyte gov- 
ernors. 


Not enough for all 

But Tanco said he doubted if 
the league could afford to give 
P500,000 to each of the new 
governors. 

He pointed out that Capiz, a 
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awarded to ZTE Corp. of China, 

The Senate is scheduled to resume today 
its investigation of the controversial deal 
that was tainted by allegations of overpric- 
ing and offers of bribes. 

Press Secretary Ignacio Bunye said St 
itor General Agnes Devanadera would ask 
the Supreme Court in a letter to terminate 
the case against the NBN deal because it 
had been scrapped by the President. 

Bunye said a similar letter would be sent to 
the Senate to explain why Cabinet officials 
‘would not be attending the hearing today. 

"That's the logical conclusion (no gov- 


Auction Dates: 
24'- 27, 2007 


STARTS AT 8:30 A.M. SHARP) 


Trucks & 


x EM i 
cm a EUREN: 
ESI 


pment Financing available thru: 
Hisl OR METRO Le. ETUR Cony Ay 


| (02) 858-8888 


third-class province, contributed 
around P80,000 annually. 

“If all the members con- 
tribute an average of P100,000 
annually that totals to only 
P7.9 million,” he said. Giving 
P500,000 to 15 new governors 
would add up to P7.5 million. 

Tanco said he was willing to 
receive the money from the LPP 
only “if it's honest to goodness 
from the LPP to be used for pro- 
jects and if there are no strings 
attached.” 

In the past, the league had 
given provinces financial assi 


fion said. 


ernment officials would attend the Senate 
probe) because in our view, whatever is our 
justification in the Supreme Court, that will 
also be the reason we will give to the Sen- 
ate," Bunye said. 

The President announced the scrapping 
of the ZTE deal on Oct. 2 while the Senate 
was investigating the deal to which the 
President's husband, Jose Miguel Arroyo, 
had been linked. 

Bunye maintained that with no deal in 
place, both the Supreme Court and the Sen- 
ate have no case to look into. 

Iloilo Vice Gov. Rolex Suplico asked the 
tribunal in August to nullify the ZTE con- 
tract for being unconstitutional and to stop 
its implementation. 

‘Amsterdam Holdings Inc. (AHI) also 
asked the Supreme Court to stop the deal's 
implementation. AHI is the Filipino firm 
that submitted an unsolicited proposal to 
undertake the NBN project at no cost to the 
government 

Acting on the petitions, the Supreme 
Court issued a temporary restraining order 
on the implementation of the project last 
month. 


Teves, Neri abroad 

Bunye said Finance Secretary Margarito 
Teves and Commission on Higher Educa- 
tion Chair Romulo Neri had written excuse 
letters to the Senate explaining their non- 
appearance. Both officials are abroad. 

‘Communication Secretary Leandro Men- 
doza has also begged off from the hearing, 
citing a busy schedule. Trade Secretary Pe- 
ter Favila, for his part, told the Senate he 
was ill 

Also invited to the Senate hearing today 
were Jose Miguel Arroyo, Communication 
Assistant Secretary Elmer A. Soneja, whis- 
tle-blower Jose "Joey" de Venecia Ш and 
newspaper columnist Jarius Bondoc. 

‘As of yesterday afternoon, only De Vene- 
cia Ш and Bondoc had confirmed their at- 
tendance to the Senate blue ribbon com- 
mittee, which leads the investigation. 

Arroyo had sent word he would not at- 
tend the hearing upon the advice of his doc- 
tors who cautioned him against going into 
stressful situations while rehabilitating 
from his heart surgery. 


Deposition 

Senate Majority Leader Francis Pangili- 
nan said he would ask the Senate blue rib- 
bon committee to direct the Senate physi- 
cian to look into Arroyo's real condition. 

Pangilinan also said Arroyo should sub- 
mit a deposition to answer De Venecia's ac- 
cusation even if he was not physically pre- 
sentat the hearing. 

De Venecia told the first Senate hearing 
on the ZTE deal on Sept. 18 that in 
mid-March the President's husband shoved 
a finger at him and told him to "back off" 
from the NBN project. 

Presidential Chief Legal Counsel Sergio 
Apostol said Ms Arroyo's husband could not 
be forced to make a deposition on his en- 
counter with De Venecia. 


Foolish 

“It's the same thing, whether oral or writ- 
ten, it will cause stress, so there is no need 
of forcing him to execute a statement or 


dential Antigraft Commission. 
"So, let us just allow the Om- 
budsman to appreciate and 
vestigate the merit of the new 
testimony (of the LPP)," Bunye 


Sen. Panfilo Lacson said the 
LPP officers would be sum- 
moned to his planned Senate 
inquiry and they would be li- 
ableif they were found covering 
wp the alleged bribery in the 


Culpability, Lacson added, 
could reach Malacafiang since it 
was the venue for the pay- 


"Ies unthinkable for the Pres- 
ident of the republic not to 
know what's happening inside 
the Palace especially if it in- 
volves giving out P500,000 to 
governors and congressmen. 
Whether she knows it or not, 
that’s equally bad," Lacson said. 


tance for calamities or for offi- 
cials who go abroad to attend 
seminars or workshops, Mara- 


However, he said, he has not 
heard of the league's capaci- 
ty-building program. "Maybe, 
is a new feature just being im- 
plemented,” Marafion added. 
Northern Samar Gov. Raul my 
Daza, who said he did not at- 
tend the meeting, said: "It is up 
to their conscience. It is up to 
them to return it or not, And I 
don’t like to judge them lest 1 
will be judged,” Daza said in a quis 


Bank of Commerce officials, 
he said, may also be held re- 
sponsible if they did not report 
to the Anti-Money Laundering 
Council the movement of mil- 
lions of pesos, if indeed the LPP 
regularly transacted with the 
bank whose mark was reported- 
1y found on the money bundles. 
In the House of Representa- 
tives, Speaker Jose de Venecia 
said the source of the cash gifts 
would be the subject of an up- 
‘coming congressional inquiry. 
"We are now pursuing great 
positive changes for the coun- 
try" he said. "I don't want to get 
caught in claims and counter- 
claims in issues of bribery" De 
Veneciasaid. With reports 
from Gil C. Cabacungan Jr. Al- 
lison W. Lopes; Tonette Orejas, 
Inquirer Central Luzon; Re- 
dempto Anda, Inquirer South- 
ern Luzon; Carla Gomez, 
Nestor Burgos Jr. and Joey A. 
Gabieta, Inquirer Visayas 


mobile phone interview. 

Batangas Gov. Vilma San- 
tos-Recto denied she got any 
cash gift in Malacañang, al- 
though she was present when it 
was distributed. 

“Please don't drag me into 
this. Pm just а new governor. 1 
don’t want to be distracted from 
job,” Ше ас 
tress-turned-politician said. 

With reports from Carla P. 
Gomes, Nestor Burgos Jr. and 
Joey A. Gabieta, Inquirer 
Visayas; Marlon Ramos, In- 
Southern Tagalog 


ZTE inquiry resumes; Cabinet men not going 


what," Apostol said. 

Apostol said it would be foolish for the 
Senate to insist on its physician to check оп 
the President's husband. 

“Не is not an accused. He's just being 
called as a resource person," Apostol said. 
Не argued that the Senate could complete 
its probe without Arroyo's presence. 

‘Opposition senators vowed to pursue the 
investigation to its “logical conclusion,” 
and to recommend charges against those 
able for the alleged rigging and overpricing 
ofthe contract. 

De Venecia accused then Commission on 
Elections Chair Benjamin Abalos Sr. of bro- 
kering for the ZTE and of offering him $10 
million їп December 2006 to withdraw 
AHI's proposal. 

Abalos was also accused by Neri at the 
third Senate hearing on Sept. 26 of offering 
him P200 million in exchange for his en- 
dorsement as National Economic and De- 
velopment Authority director general of the 
ZTE proposal to undertake the NBN project 
using a loan from the Chinese government. 

Amid the charges and an impeachment 
case in the House of Representatives, Aba- 
los resigned as Comelec chair on Oct. 1. 

During the 10-hour marathon he: 

Sept. 26, Neri said he reported the bribe of- 
fer of Abalos to the President. Neri, howev- 
er, refused to disclose what the President 
did afterward and why she still approved 
the deal, saying he was instructed by Exec- 
utive Secretary Eduardo Ermita to invoke 
“executive privilege.” 

“We in the Senate will make sure that this 
probe is pursued to its logical end, in aid of 
legislation. At the end of these hearings, we 
will make sure that we have all the tools 
and measures against those seeking to 
make a windfall from overpriced deals at 
the expense of the people,” Sen. Manuel 
Roxas П said yesterday. 

Senate Minority Leader Aquilino Pimentel 
Jr. noted that the Senate had not gathered 
enough information to pin all those responsi- 
ble for the anomalous contract. 


Surprise witness 

At the Quijano de Manila forum, Sen. 
Panfilo Lacson said a “surprise witness” in 
the person of a former ZTE consultant may 
testify at the hearing. 

He, however, said that the “new mystery 
man” hardly had any credibility left after he 
apparently asked for P5 million to P10 mil- 
lion from various opposition personalities 
in exchange for his testimony. 

The senator said he did not know the 
identity of the man, but he believed he was 
peddling himself as someone who could 
corroborate De Venecia’s statements. 

On Wednesday, Bacolod City Rep. Moni- 
co Puentevella said he received informa- 
Чоп that the opposition would present the 
witness at the resumption of the Senate 
hearing on the ZTE deal. 

“Iam just warning them [the opposition] 
that they should not come up with a wit- 
ness like this. What will'we have? Another 
circus?” said Puentevella, chair of the 
House committee on transportation. 

“According to my sources, he was fired 
from ZTE after he allegedly leaked informa- 
tion to Amsterdam Holdings Inc," 
Puentevella said Ў 
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TODAY. SINGAPORE AIRLINES BRINGS YOU TRAVEL IN A NEW LIG 


Singapore to Sydiiey. 25 October 2007. The day the new Singapore Airlines A380 embarks on its maiden voyage. 
А flight that sets a new benchmark for luxury, space and comfort. It Isn't just another first for Singapore Airlines, It's а 


defining moment for the industry. A moment that will change the way you view travel, forever. singaporealr.com SINGAPORE · 
: AIRLINES 


PHILIPPINE ACADEMY OF CLINICAL AND COSMETIC 


DERMATOLOGY 


АТН ANNUAL CONVENTION 
25-26 OCTOBER 2007 
EDSA SHANGRI-LA, MANDALUYONG CITY 


We to the ойсез and members ofthe Philippine Academy of Cinical and 
Cosmetic Dermatology (РАССО) as you hod your th Annual Convention. 


This convention with the theme, “New Insghls on Oid Skin Problems and Cosmetic Concems." 
shows your commitment to constantly upgrade and enhance your iowledge and skiis in the fed of 
‘dermatology I! wil aiso зеле as a venue for you to discuss cial issues concerning your profession and 
to keep abreast wih he recent developments in your specialty. 


May you remain a relevant partner of my administration in implementing Imovating poles on 
‘he effective delvery of health services to the pubiic. May you also reach ouo the most vuinerabie sectors 
‘of our society and help provide а beter future for our people and county. 


ay tayong at 
аза ою 
Peste Ree d перада 


Warm greetings to the offcers and members of the Philippine Academy of Cinical and 
Cosmetic Dermatology as hey hol their 4th Annual Convention with he theme, "New Insights on Oid Skin 
Problems and Cosmetic Concerns”. 


The Department of Heath welcomes this event as an indication of your commiment to 
undertake more worthy actions that wil luther improve the бек of cinical and cosmetic dermatology forthe 
benefit of our peole. 


| enjoin you to further aspire for excellence and innovation in promoting aciviles thet wi not. 
олу improve the dermatological heath care industy but also lead our nation towards greater progress and 
prosperiy. 


Congratulations and mabuhay kayong 'ehat 


£- T. DUQUE, ш, MD, MSc. 


Secretary o Неа 


Iis wi great pleasure that | congratulate the offcers and members of the Philpgine. 
‘Academy of Cirical and Cosmetic Dermatology as you һо your Annual Convenon. Such academic 
actly deftly places your organization at par wit al her medical specialty societies commited to 
diagnosing and treating diseases of е skin. 


‘There is no medical ganization that can truly exist by sel. We al share a common interest 
in understanding he inticacies ofthe human body, end the diseases that ravage I. We must ferelore, 
need lo shift our thinking from specilzaon fo holsic, кот fragmentation o ilegraton, and from 
very to nity. 

The Phiioine Academy of Medical Specials is your partner and fend in your own struggle 
for recognition as a true medical organization. May God bless you and may your be increase! 


RENE С. САТАН, МО, FPAMS(Ort) 
National President 
Philippine Academy of Мейса! Specials. 


The Philippine Academy of Clinical and Cosmetic Dermatology (PACCD) 
will hold its 4th Annual Convention with the theme "New Insights on Old 
Skin Problems and Cosmetic Concerns" on October 25 and 26 at the EDSA 
Shangri - La. This informative 2-day affair will have an exposé on the latest 
technology and the recent breakthroughs in the study of Dermatology. 
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Officers 2006-2007 


Steams 


Organizing Committee 2007 


“PROGRAMME 


Thursday, October 25, 2007 ISLA Ballroom 
REGISTRATION 

Opening Ceremony 

National Anthem 

РАССО Hymn 

Invocation 

Opening Remarks 

Growth Hormones as Ant-Aging 

OPEN FORUM 

SNACK SYMPOSIUM: Pharmalink. 

"Revisiting Topical Costcosteriod 

Treatment in Eczema" 

Sexually Transmitted Infections: State of the Art 
‘Therapeutic Challenges in Pediatric Dermatology 
ОРЕМ FORUM 

LUNCH SYMPOSIUM: Natrapharm 

“immunology of Dermatologic Diseases - 

Its Pathophysiology & Possible Treatment Options" 
Dermaroller: the Magic Wand of Ageless Beauty 
Management of Fungal Infection - My Secret 
Easy Agarose: A New Advent in Fllers 

OPEN FORUM 

‘SNACK SYMPOSIUM: Creative Skin & SPA Products. 
*Conjonctyl Siicon for the Рише" 

Paraneoplastic Skin Disorders: 

Markers of internal Malignancy 

OPEN FORUM 

Business Meeting 


Angelina Aquende, МО 
Vinson B. Pineda, MD 
900-930 Hemando Delizo, МО 
930-945 
945-1015 
‘Sonia G. Baluyot, MD 
1015-1045 
10:45-11:30 
1130-1145 
1145-1230 


0 
300-315 
315-345 


345-415 
415-430 
430-530 


Philippine Academy of Clinical and Cosmetic Dermatology 


Ma. Luisa б. Santos, MD 


Maria Victoria Lantin, MD 


900-945 
| 945-1040 


1020-1045 
10:45-11:15 
115-1145 


4145-1200 
| 120-100 


Friday, October 26, 2007 


Highiighis of the 21st World Congress in Dermatology 
"Hormones Affecting the Skin: 

The Physiologic Effects & Imbalances 

Leading to Skin Abnormalities 

OPEN FORUM 

SNACK SYMPOSIUM: Loider Inc. 

"Role of New Peptides in Facial Wrinkle Repair 

and Targeting Specific Collagen 

Hydrolipachalasia: Laser Assisted Non-Surgical 
Liposuction Technique for Dermatologist 

OPEN FORUM 

LUNCH SYMPOSIUM: 

United Shelter Health Products 

Law on Adulteraed end Misbranded Products 
Presentation of Drug Companies 

‘Stem Cells "The Shooting Star to Fountain of Youth” 
OPEN FORUM 

Botulinum Тоха: 

Improving Result in Advance Techniques 

OPEN FORUM / SNACK (Allergan) 

Fractional Resurfacing with Carbon Dioxide - 

Yag Laser Combination 

and Advantages of Low Power Diode Laser in Aesthetics 
OPEN FORUM 


Closing Ceremony 
Fellowship Night (Garden Ballroom - Theme: Tropical) 


De Ocampo Medical Center, 2921 Nagtahan St, Sta. Mesa, Mania ө Telefax:714-4284 e Emai: paccd_2003@yahoo.com ө Website: pacod.org ph 
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The Glutathione Authority 


“Especially Formulated for a more 
lowing Radiant Asian Skin" 
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BFAD FR No.59745 


ISLA Ballroom 


Restituto Acosta, MD 


Roberto Mirasol, MD 


Angelina Aquende, MD. 


Kwon Han Jin, MD 


Joshua Ramos, Dep. Dir. BFAD 
Sonia Вашуо, MD 
Romulo De Vila, MD 


Joel Niodao, MD. 


Kwon Han Jin, MD. 


Rosario Divina Perez, МО 


THURSDAY, OCTOBER 25, 2007 


From page Al 


Court of Appeals continued to hear a peti- 
tion for the writ of habeas corpus filed by 
the family of Burgos, son of the late pub- 
lisher and press freedom fighter Jose “Joe” 
Burgos, that includes a plea for the mili- 
tary to release its report on the license 
plate. 

Burgos’ lawyer, Pacifico Agabin, told the 
court he had watched and heard Esperon's 
announcement on television, but Justice 
Remedios Salazar-Fernando threatened to 
cite in contempt Col. Arthur Abadilla, 
provost marshal general, if he failed to 
bring the report to the next hearing on Nov. 
7. 

Jonas, 36, an activist-agriculturist train- 
ing peasants in organic farming, was ab- 
ducted from a Quezon City mall on April 
28. His family said the military was in- 
volved, noting that one of the vehicles used 
in the kidnapping had carried the plates of 
a jeep impounded by the Army. 

‘The military denies the charge. Police in- 
vestigators have said Burgos was an officer 
of the communist New People's Army and 
that he was kidnapped by guerrillas after he. 
was allegedly found to have pilfered NPA 
funds and that he was working with the 
military. 

Succession of custodians 
Esperon said the military investigation of 


the license plate showed a succession of 
custodians of the impounded vehicle who 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER 


Esperon blinks, orders ... 


failed to do their job of safeguarding it. 

He said the military did not know how 
the license plate eventually “got involved in 
the commission of the abduction.” 

Asked if he was certain that no military 
officer or soldier was involved in the abduc- 
tion, Esperon replied: “I will not rule out 
anything at this point. What we are saying 
is that from what we have now, we would 
like to say that we are not involved in the 
abduction.” 

Esperon said that the writ of amparo, 
which took effect yesterday, requires the 
AFP “to do more than just deny” that Bur- 
gos is being held by the military. (See relat- 
ed story Page Al.) 

“He is indeed not with us. The writ of am- 
paro would require us to take steps to find 
out where he is, and we can comply with 
that,” Esperon said. "As we have done, we 
have been looking for him also." 


Onelast chance 

“We will give the colonel a last opportu- 
nity to comply on condition that with or 
without the approval of the Chief of Staff or 
the Secretary of National Defense, you are 
required to bring the report,” Justice Fer- 
nando told Abadilla. 

She said the court would not entertain 
any postponement or excuse. 

Burgos’ mother Edita said she was dis- 
pleased with Esperon's insincerity, consid- 
ering that he earlier said he would abide by 
the courts ruling ordering the release of 
Abadilla's report. 


Abadilla told the court that Esperon had 
declassified the report upon his recommen- 
dation, but added clearance from the De- 
fense Secretary Gilbert Teodoro was need- 
ed before its release. "We cannot just act on 
our own,” he said. 

He had earlier offered to show the re- 
port to the Burgos family in an executive 
session, but the Burgos lawyers rejected 
this. 


Enough time to comply 

Fernando said the court understood 
that there were processes that the military 
had to follow, but added that it had given 
Abadilla enough time to comply with its 
directive. She also 
said it was not con- 
strained to wait for 
Teodoro's re- 
sponse. 

“If you don't get 
any reaction, we 
would be forced to 
cite you for con- 
tempt, is that fair 
enough?" Fernando 
said. 

She also said the 
antigraft law re- 
quired officials to 
respond to official 
communication in 
15 days. Otherwise, 
they would be held 
liable. 


SC receives first writ of amparo 


FrompageAl 


military camps, to look for their daughters, 
and sought the arrest of one Arnel Enriquez 
for his purported involvement in the abduc- 
tion of the three, and require him to free 
them. 


First day 

Yesterday was the first day that the rules 
governing the writ of amparo took effect. 

‘The writ requires respondents—whether 
government officials or agencies, or private 
individuals—to take action to resolve a 
grievance and not merely deny the allega- 
tion against them. 

The respondents in the petition are 
President Macapagal-Arroyo, Armed 
Forces Chief of Staff Gen. Hermogenes Es- 
peron, Philippine National Police Director 
General Avelino Razon, retired Generals 
Romeo Tolentino and Jovito Palparan, 
Lieutenant Colonels Rogelio Boac and Fe- 
lipe Anotado, Donald Caigas and Arnel En- 
riquez, Lt. Francis Mirabelle Samson and 
the Court of Appeals’ Special Former 11th 
Division. 

Cadapan and Empefio also sought to 
stop the appellate court from hearing 
their motion for reconsideration on the 
habeas corpus petition they had earlier 
filed, and asked that the court be censured 
"for being niggardly in the defense of indi- 
vidual rights against state power and ter- 
rorism." 

They were joined at the Supreme Court 
yesterday morning by Edita Burgos, whose 
activist son Jonas has been missing since 

,, April. (See related story on Page A1.) 


Manalo brothers 

In the petition, Cadapan and Empefio cit- 
ed the sworn statement of farmer-brothers 
Reynaldo and Raymond Manalo that they 
saw the two missing students when they 
were earlier detained by the military. 

Raymond Manalo had said that he saw 
and talked to Sherlyn and Karen while in 
Zambales, and that the two were also being 
hurt by their captors, He added that he also 
witnessed the killing of Merino in Limay, 
Bataan. 

The Manalo brothers issued their state- 
menta few months after the appellate court 
dismissed the habeas corpus petition for 
the missing students and Merino. 

Per their statement, the Manalos were 
abducted by the military in February 2006. 
‘They escaped in August 2007 after being 
brought to several military camps where 
they were subjected to severe torture, they 
said. 

‘The Supreme Court has since issued a 
temporary restraining order on the military 
to prevent the brothers’ arrest. 

Yesterday, the Manalos asked that the 
high court convert their earlier peti- 
tion—which sought its protection as well as 
am order to stop the military from arresting 
them—into one for a writ of amparo. 

The Supreme Court justices are on re- 
cess, but will hold a special en banc ses- 

,, Sion today to deliberate on the two peti- 
Ë tions for the writ, according to spokesper- 
; son Jose Midas Marquez. 


E Imminent danger 

{The mothers said their petition for the 
* writ of habeas corpus had remained unre- 
£ solved since they filed a motion for recon- 
{sideration of the appellate courts decision 
[ torejectit. 

| They said the lives of their daughters 


were "in real imminent danger ... while one 
person, Arnel Enriquez, who has a warrant. 

{ of arrest, remains scot free.” 
The mothers also cited the testimony of 


b ^ 


Sherlyn Cadapan's mother-in- 
law, whom the student briefly 
visited in her home in April 
while accompanied by soldiers. 

They said they had sought all 
the remedies available to them, 
and that the writ of amparo was 
the only thing to which they 
could now resort. 

The places that the mothers 
want inspected—and where 
their daughters and Merino had 
reportedly been seen—are the 
camp of the 7th Infantry Divi- 
sion at Fort Magsaysay, Laur, 
Nueva Ecija; the camp of the 
24th Infantry Battalion at Li- 
may, Bataan; the Army detach- 
ment in the Valmocina Farm in 
Pinaod, San Ildefonso, Bulacan; 
the Army detachment at Baran- 
gay Hall, Sapang, San Miguel, 


THE Оду 
GosPEL 


‘Thursday, October 25, 2007 
29th Week in Ordinary Time 

Ist Reading: 

Gospel: 

Jesus said to his disciples, "I have come to 
bring fire upon the earth and how I wish it 
were already kindled; but Ihave a baptism to 
undergo and what anguish I feel until it is 
overt 

“Do you think thet I have come to bring 
peace on earth? No, I tell you, but rather divi- 
sion. From now on, in one house five will be 
divided; three against two, and two against 
three. They will be divided, father against son 
and son against father; mother against 
daughter and daughter against mother; 
‘mother-in-law against her daughter-in-law, 
and daughter-in-law against her mother-in- 
law" 

Commentary 

We have all sinned with our bodies, sexually 
and in relation to others in regard to justice 
and forgiveness. But now we are the servants of | 
justice so that we may be made holy. We have 
known what death/sin/evil/injustice and vio- 
lence does in our lives and in others. Now we 
are to know what holiness, grace, the Spirit, 
and love—that is the life of God—and what it 
does in our lives and others. This is the gift of 
Jesus the Christ in our lives at baptism that we 
carry around in our bodies. 

Jesus intends to light a fire on earth-it is the 
baptism of light and the Spirit. Jesus has not 
come to make everything ‘nice’ but to stir up 
what has been lying dormant and dead—to call 
each of us to commit ourselves to passionately 
obey God. This will cause dissent and division 
in our families, churches, and the world. This is 
а baptism of fire that can bring anguish be- 
cause it is rejected by many and accepted by а 
Jew. Have we accepted this baptism of fire? 
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Bulacan; Camp Tecson in San 
Miguel, Bulacan; the rest house 
of Donald Caigas of the 24th IB 
at Barangay Banog, Bolinao, 
Pangasinan; the 56% IB head- 
quarters in Hagonoy, Bulacan; 
the Army detachment at Baran- 
gay Mercado, Hagonoy, Bula- 
can; and the Beach House sa 
Iba, Zambales, a purported 
safehouse with a retired soldier 
asa caretaker. 


Killings, disappearances 

The writ of amparo was 
specifically issued by the high 
court in response to the rash of 
extrajudicial killings and forced 
disappearances of activists and 
journalists that have been the 
subject of international atten- 
tion and criticism. 
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Ayala blasts PNP probe 


From page Al 

“We have not found any parts of a 
bomb. If we were to weigh on a scale the 
evidence we gathered pointing to a gas 
explosion on one hand and a bomb on 
the other, the gas explosion theory will 
have more weight,” Razon said. But he 
added that the inquiry was not yet done. 

Razon also said that while police inves- 
tigators had initially found traces of RDX, 
a component used in high explosives like 
CA, this could be found in other products 
like deodorants, aerosols and sprays. 

In Malacafiang, Sergio Apostol, Presi- 
dent Macapagal-Arroyo's chief legal 
counsel, said both ALI and Makati City 
Hall could be held liable for negligence if 
the police's initial finding was confirmed. 

"Once we have made our results con- 
crete, the private owner and the city en- 
sgineer's office and the mayor should an- 
Swer all the questions why they allowed 
this to happen,” Apostol said. 

АП is majority-owned by the Zobel 
de Ayala family, and the Makati govern- 
mentis led by Mayor Jejomar Binay. 


No ‘aberrations’ 

Ayala said the diesel fuel tank in the 
G2basement had an estimated content 
of 6,000 liters on the day of the blast, 
compared with its full capacity of 
about 14,000 liters. 

"There are no reports or observations 
by maintenance personnel of any aber- 
rations [in] the diesel tank,” he said. 

Ayala said there was ventilation in 
the basement through air entering the 
approximately  2.4-meter-by-2.4-me- 
ter opening at the stairwell connected 
to the delivery bay, which at that time 
was open to the road. 

He said there was ambient room 
temperature with an estimated range 
of 28-30 degrees Celsius. 

According to Ayala, there is a grease 
trap that separates grease from the 
wastewater entering a sump pit that col- 
lects water. There are two types of sump 


pits in the basement—one where 
‘wastewater from the kitchens of five G2 
restaurants enters, and another where 
wastewater from toilets in a portion of 
G2 (consisting of 21 water closets, 20 
lavatories and 8 urinals) is dumped. 


Constant flow 

Still according to Ayala, a pump in 
the kitchen sump pit automatically 
pumps wastewater to the main city 
sewer line. 

In the waste sump pit, waste is sel- 
dom solid and mostly liquid, he said, 
citing an opinion by the Ayala Group's 
sewage expert. Wastewater enters the 
sump pit and is pumped out to the 
street sewer by a sump pump. 

"Therefore, there is constant flow of 
mainly liquid wastewater from the toilets 
into the sump pit and on to the city sewer 
Wastewater entering the sump pit stays 
in the sump pit for less than 24 hours. 
The usual decomposition process 
brought about by large amounts of solid 
matter in house septic tanks does not oc- 
cur in this commercial sump pit," he said. 

‘Ayala would not say whether these 
data dispelled the industrial-accident 
theory that banked on possible leaks 
from the basement septic tank or the 
seepage of methane gas. 

“The reason we are sharing this is 
there are facts here that we think would 
be relevant to the authorities who are 
doing their analysis, and we feel this in- 
formation would be helpful,” he said. 
"We are not in a position at this point to 
draw conclusions. That is the job of the 
authorities investigating the matter." 

Ayala said the internal analysis was 
to prepare ALI for any outcome of the 
PNP investigation. 

"This is a very serious incident and 
we are looking at all the angles ... so 
we are ready whatever the outcome. 
We are ready to take action as soon as 
possible to make sure the safety of our 
premises are in place,” he said. 


Asked whether ALI was prepared for 
а possible class action suit in case po- 
lice investigators concluded an acci- 
dent, he merely said: “Ayala has always 
done the right thing. 

“Whatever the outcome of this in- 
vestigation by authorities, we are pre- 
pared to take whatever actions are 
necessary in order to further the inter- 
est of the public and our patrons.” 


Temporary closure 

АЦ spokesperson Alfonso Reyes said 
the company received yesterday a tem- 
porary closure order from the city gov- 
ernment. 

City engineers conducted the in- 
spection yesterday morning. 

Ayala said the Glorietta shopping 
complex would be closed starting yes- 
terday until the company receives the 
go-signal from the city government to 
resume business. 

G2 accounts for roughly 2 percent 
(or roughly P123 million) of total full- 
year revenues of the shopping com- 
plex, based on 2006 data, Reyes said. 

‘The damage to G2 has affected some 
100 tenants, representing 10 percent 
of the total 1,000 tenants in the shop- 
ping complex. 

"We will open once they tell us that 
they have thoroughly conducted their 
investigation and, in their estimation, 
that the mall is ready to open. This is a 
preventive measure and we fully agree 
that we do not want to open in a situa- 
tion where the mall is not safe. Makati is 
doing its job on a thorough basis but the 
timetable is their timetable,” Ayala said. 

But he said AL's mall operations—con- 
sisting of Glorietta, Greenbelt and other 
‘Ayala-owned shopping malls—accounted 
for only 17 percent of the property firm's 
total annual revenues. 

“Given the size of our company and 
the fact that the economy is doing well, 
and all aspects of real estate, we expect 
to end 2007 on a strong up note from 


last year,” Ayala said. 

As a condition for the lifting of the 
closure order, Mayor Binay told ALI to 
get a certification from occupational 
safety experts that the environs of the 
blast site were free of toxicity. 

He imposed other requirements, like 
the green light on the structural in- 
tegrity of the Glorietta complex from 
the City Engineer's Office and the OF 
fice of the Building Official. 

Binay also required assurance from 
mall owners that no seepage of toxic 
substances from Glorietta 2 would oc- 
curat Glorietta 1, 3 and 4. 

“Our action will be based on their 
compliance. Whether Glorietta would 
open tomorrow (Thursday) will de- 
pend on how they satisfy our condi- 
tions,” he said after inspecting the 
blast site and the adjoining area. 

The entire Glorietta was shut down 
yesterday on orders of City Engineer 
Nelson Morales, who demanded that a 
thorough inspection of the complex be 
conducted and the area declared safe 
before it could open. 


Scout Binay 

Binay conducted the inspection, the 
fourth such check of Glorietta 2 by the 
city government since Monday, upon 
arriving from Japan, where he attend- 
ed a scouting conference. 

Still wearing his scout uniform, Bi- 
nay showed reporters around the Glo- 
rietta 2 entrance and pointed to some 
of the materials recovered from the 
rubble, including vehicle parts. 

He put on a gas mask and helmet be- 
fore entering the blast site. Upon re- 
turning, he said it looked like Glorietta 
1, 3 and 4 were "OK," but that Gloriet- 
ta 2 had incurred serious damage. 

Earlier inspections showed that Glo- 
rietta 1, 3 and 4 were structurally 
sound for the most part. But experts 
had yet to inspect the ventilation and 
air conditioning systems to check if 


Opposition to Erap pardon gaining ground 


From page Al 
life imprisonment for plunder on Sept. 
12, and sought a pardon from Ms Ar- 
royo through his lawyers. 

Explaining the unexpected move, 
Estrada yesterday reiterated that he fi- 
nally followed his lawyers’ advice be- 
cause he realized that pursuing the 
motion would be a futile exercise. 

Ms Arroyo "owns the power and au- 
thority now. The military is under her, 
the police is under her. All the agencies 
of the government are under her" 
Estrada told the Inquirer in a phone in- 
terview. "But in the end, it's not me but 
the people who will decide whether 
she isa legitimate president or not.” 

He, however, absolved Ms Arroyo from 
talks that the administration had entered 
into a deal with him to give him a pardon. 

“In fairness to Ms Arroyo, there was 
no deal,” Estrada said, adding that in 
the letter written by his lawyers, he al- 
so did not specify a waiver for the for- 
feiture of his civil liability. 

"They can have that because 1 never 
‘owned any of them," he said, referring to 
the P545 million in “jueteng” payoffs, the 
P189 million in commissions from Belle 
‘Shares Corp. and the P142-million "Вога- 
cay Mansion" for which he was convicted. 


Before Nov. 7? 

The P200 million deposited in the Er- 
ap Muslim Youth Foundation account 
remained intact, but for the balance, the 
government should go after whistle- 


Pinoy on Time magazine’s list of Green heroes 


From page Al 

in waste and highly polluting waste in- 

cinerators that led the Philippines to 

ban waste incineration in 1999, the 

first country to do so. 

“He deserves all the honor. He repre- 

{ sents the authentic environmental ac- 

tivist. He walks his talk. He knows his 
| direction. He knows the problems of 
} the planet,” environmentalist Odette 
1 Alcantara said in an interview. 
i^ Hernandez “belongs to the pan- 
itheon of Filipino environmentalists 
1 that made their mark at the interna- 

tional level,” said Richard Gutierrez of 

Basel Action Network (BAN). 

"He helped blaze the way and is an 

| inspiration for Filipino environmental- 

ists to be fully engaged on the interna- 
| tional environmental issues,” Gutier- 
į rez said. 


| 2nd international accolade 
| The Time citation was the second in- 
j ternational accolade for the 40-year- 
1 old environmental activist, who was 
awarded the Goldman Environmental 
Prize in 2003, the Nobel Prize equiva- 
{Пепе for grass-roots environmentalists. 
| In the magazine's special edition, 
1 Hernandez was lumped together with 


blower and former Ilocos Sur Gow. Luis 
“Chavie" Singson, Estrada said. 

Interior Secretary Ronaldo Puno on 
‘Tuesday said he expected Estrada to be 
pardoned and sent home before 
Christmas. But Estrada, who has been 
detained for six years, said he was hop- 
ing his release would be before Nov. 7, 
the scheduled execution of judgment 
on his sentence of imprisonment. 

The Sandiganbayan has set the pro- 
ceedings for Nov. 7, or 15 days after he 
withdrew his motion for reconsidera- 
tion. It will issue an order transferring 
Estrada to the New Bilibid Prisons in 
the absence of an original copy of Ms 
Arroyo's approval of Estrada's request 
for pardon, said Renato Bocar, execu- 
tive clerk of court and acting 
spokesperson of the antigraft court. 

"But if the issuance of pardon comes 
first, the execution of judgment will be 
canceled because it will already be moot 
and academic,” Bocar said in an interview. 

Press Secretary Ignacio Bunye cau- 
tioned the public against speculating 
whether the President would grant 
pardon to Estrada. 

“At this point, we can only say in 
very general terms that the justice sec- 
retary would come up with their rec- 
‘ommendation that would be consis- 
tent with justice and consistent with 
our national interest,” he 


‘Insult to due process’ 
Dante Jimenez, founding chair of 


other activists who made a huge im- 
pact in their countries. 

Gore, Gorbachev, Prince Charles and 
others were grouped as leaders and vi- 
sionaries. 

‘The rest of the heroes fell under the 
categories of scientists and innovators, 
and moguls and entrepreneurs. 


Gratifying 

Hernandez described the Time 
recognition as “gratifying,” but said 
the honor belonged to groups and 
communities who had been showing 
the way on efficient waste prevention. 

"It's a surprise to receive this recent 
accolade, but the real heroes here are 
the groups and communities whose 
work on waste prevention shows the 
way forward in our campaign for sus- 
tainability” he said in a text message 
from Thailand. 

"Our leaders should leam from 
them," Hernandez said. 


Validation of work 

Hemandez was presiding over а 
meeting of the Greenpeace Southeast 
Asia in Bangkok to "decide the focus of 
‘our work in the coming years” when the 
Inquinen reached him for comment. 


the Volunteers Against Crime and Cor- 
ruption (VACC), which took part in the 
filing of impeachment and plunder 
cases against Estrada, said granting 
the former President a pardon would 
be “an insult to due process” and 
warned that Ms Arroyo would be 
"inviting disaster" if she agrees to it 

Те sad that the issue is being politi- 
cized and it's wrong. We might as well 
abolish our laws against graft and cor- 
ruption and rely on surveys,” Jimenez 
told the INQumE. 

He recalled a government official's 
retort that recent surveys showed 
many Filipinos believed Estrada was 
not guilty and wanted him set free. 

Unless the people voiced out their 
outrage, NOPE leader De Vera said the 
presidential pardon would not only set 
Estrada free but also erase and wipe 
out his crime. 

“Estrada will be considered before the 
eyes of the law as if he had not commit- 
ted the crime of plunder. A presidential 
pardon has the effect of the sacrament of 
baptism; it erases and wipes out our 
original sin and we appear sinless before 
the eyes of God," he said. 

‘Special’ standard 

NOPE said that a presidential pardon 
for Estrada “would validate the strong be- 
lief of our people that in the Philippines, 
justice is sacrificed before the altar of poli- 
tics and that the rich and influential have a. 
"special standard of justice while the weak 


“Like the Goldman award, the Time 
recognition is an important validation 
not only of my work as an activist but 
also of the urgency of the planetary cri- 
sis now confronting us,” he said. 

“The personal recognition is gratify- 
ing butas an activist! know that time is 
fast running out,” he added. 

Hernandez began working with 
Greenpeace International in 1995 as co- 
ordinator for its antitoxic campaign in 
Asia. He then launched a campaign 
against plans to ser up waste incinera- 
tors to deal with the waste problems in 
Metro Manila, according to Greenpeace. 


Clean Air Act 

‘The campaign led to the passage of 
the Philippine Clean Air Act in 1999, 
which banned waste incineration. To- 
gether with other allies in the environ- 
ment, Hernandez next campaigned for 
the passage of the Ecological Waste 
Management Act, which mandates 
segregation of wastes, and develop- 
ment of materials recovery facilities, 
among others. 

Alcantara, founder of the Mother 
Earth Network, said she agreed with 
the Time commendation given to Her- 
nandez. 


^ 


and the poor must rotin jail 

"Should not pardon also be granted 
to thousands of Filipinos who are now 
in jail for stealing much smaller 
amount of money from the govern- 
ment?" De Vera said. "Many of them 
stole out of family need and not out of 
personal greed." 

The citizens group Maypagasa, 
which is identified with Vice President 
Noli de Castro, called the pardon issue 
“а rotten deal for the survival of a rot- 
ten government.” 

Ferdinand Hicap, chair of the fisherfolk 
group Pambansang Lakas ng Kilusang 
Mamamalakaya ng Pilipinas, said “the po- 
litical pardon being offered by President 
Macapagal-Arroyo... is like a peace offer- 
ing coming from a syndicate in an intense 
war against another powerful таба" 


‘Political psywar’ 

“It is a political psywar (psychologi- 
cal warfare), the purpose of which is to 
eliminate the Estrada camp from the 
broad anti-Arroyo movement, by paci- 
fying Mr. Estrada and containing his 
supporters," Hicap said. 

Pardon is Ms Arroyo's way of "defus- 
ing the political crisis; she's trying to 
Jessen her enemies,” said Bagong 
Alyansang Makabayan secretary gen- 
eral Renato Reyes Jr. 

Partido ng Manggagawa chair Rena- 
to Magtubo said it “will also herald the 
message that plunder can be forgiven, 
a convenient precedent when the time 


"He led the campaign in banning 
waste incinerators; we're the first to do 
that Thars a monumental achieve- 
ment for a serious environmental ac- 
tivist," she said. 


Networker 

“He's credible because he knows his 
facts. And the reason he's successful is 
because he values networking. He's а 
networker,” Alcantara said. 

Gutierrez agreed: “He introduced a 
distinct style of activism here in the 
Philippines. You can immediately see 
its a Greenpeace action, and one will 
immediately say АҺ, Von Hernandez.” 

As an environmentalist, Hernandez 
has initiated a host of campaigns for 
projects like the rehabilitation of Pasig 
River, and cleanup toxic contaminated 
sites in the former US military bases in 
Pampanga and Zambales. 


Alliance, coalition 

Hernandez either: founded or con- 
vened other environmental coalitions 
such as the Global Anti-Incineration 
Alliance (Gaia), Waste Not Asia, Lak- 
bay Kalikasan, the Eco-Waste Coali- 
tion, and the Sagip Pasig Movement, 
among others. 
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these were “self-contained or central- 
ized,” among other things. 

"There's a noxious smell coming from 
the blast site at Glorietta 2. The smell is 
really bad and hurts the eye, and we 
have to ensure that there is no seepage 
to Glorietta 1, 3 and 4," Binay said. 

His political adviser, Lito Anzures, 
described the smell as “a mix of gas 
diesel and methane and other gases,” 
which as of yesterday was being exam- 
ined by members of the Occupational 
Safety and Health Center. 


Physical evidence 

Press Secretary Ignacio Bunye said 
the case would "ultimately boil down 
to physical evidence." 

He said police investigators had 
been getting adequate support from 
the US Federal Bureau of Investigation 
and the Australian Federal Police. 

At а briefing in Malacafiang, Chief 
Supt. Luizo Ticman, director of the 
Southern Police District, told reporters 
that US and Australian bomb experts 
had basically come to the same conclu- 
sion as the PNP that the explosion could 
not have been caused Буа bomb. 

“Thave talked to them on a personal 
basis ... And our counterparts from the 
US, for example, have the same find- 
ings,” he said. 

Ticman said that once the investiga- 
tion had been wrapped up and the acci- 
dent theory upheld, the next step would 
be to file a case against the private oper- 
ator and Makati City Hall officials 

“If indeed the investigation showed 
it was caused by a gas explosion, these 
people will be held for negligence,” he 
said. “At this point, the focus of our in- 
vestigation is the gas explosion be- 
cause there is no evidence to suggest 
that it was a bomb explosion," he said. 

Ticman basically said the same thing 
inhisbriefingfor the Inoumen. With 
reports from Gil C. Cabacungan Jr. 
and Alcuin Papa 


comes that Ms Arroyo is no longer in 
power and the long arms of justice fi- 
nally catches up with her.” 


Miriam College stand 
According to faculty members of 
Miriam College in Quezon City, Estra- 
da "should not be pardoned without 
justice being rendered first and a sin- 
cere apology to the Filipino people" by 
the deposed leader, not by his lawyers. 
"Education is extremely difficult 
when the school teaches the values of 
good citizenship and the country’s 
leaders subvert them,” Raul Alejandri- 
no, president of Miriam College Facul- 
ty Association, said in a letter to the In- 
ошап. ‘Justice will not be served if Er- 
ар escapes the reclusion perpetua that 
he was justly sentenced to.” * 
Lingayen-Dagupan Archbishop Oscar V 
Cruz, a staunch government critic, said Ms 
Arroyo's issuance of a pardon would do 
nothing to save her from her credibility 
woes springing from the corruption con- 
troversies involving her administration. 
Cruz, chair of the Krusada ng Bayan 
Laban sa Jueteng (Nation's Crusade 
Against Jueteng), said that in case of a 
pardon, the President would earn the 
ire of projustice organizations clamor- 
ing to put the deposed President in jail 
for plunder. But if Ms Arroyo denied 
the appeal, she would get the hatred of 
Estrada's mass supporters, he said. 
With reports from Jerry E. Esplanada 
and Beverly T. Natividad 


Hernandez said a lot of work lay 
ahead of him, not only in the Р 
pines but also in the region. 

"Right now, I am focused on helping 
pressure world governments to agree 
on a fresh and renewed mandate un- 
der the Kyoto protocol to bring down 
greenhouse gas emissions in order to 
avert climate chaos," he said. 


Waste and climate crisis 

Greenpeace will organize activities 
for a forthcoming climate change con- 
vention in Bali, Indonesia, in Decem- 
ber “to highlight the role of dirty fossil 
fuels and deforestation in increasing 
greenhouse gas emissions.” 

“Globally, we only have 100 months 
to reverse destructive trends and avoid 
a climate crisis of catastrophic propor- 
tions. Business as usual and overcon- 
sumption are giving rise both to the 
waste crisis and the climate crisis,” 
Hernandez said. 

On top of all this, Hernandez is also 
overseeing Greenpeace work on water 
pollution in the Philippines and Thai- 
land. 

“The work never stops, but can we 
really afford to give up fighting for our 
future?" he said. 


^ A 
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Fil-Ams 
among US 
fire victims 


By Nimfa U. Rueda | 
Correspondent 


LOS ANGELES—FILIPINO-AMERICANS ARE 
among the hundreds of thousands displaced 
by the raging wildfires in Southern California, 
the Philippine consulate reported yesterday. 

The consulate has formed a team to lo- 
cate Fil-Am evacuees and meet with US 
emergency management officials to coordi- 
nate efforts to assist the Fil-Am victims of 
the wildfires, which have sparked the 
biggest evacuation in California history. 

Among seven counties affected by the 
fires are Los Angeles and San Diego, where. 
the majority of the more than 480,000 Fil- 
ipinos in Southern California live. The oth- 
er counties are Orange, Riverside, San 
Bernardino, Santa Barbara and Ventura. 

The latest census showed that the Los An- 
geles-Riverside-Orange County metropolitan 
area has over 370,000 Fil-Am residents. The 
actual number is believed to be much higher 
since census numbers do not include undocu- 
‘mented immigrants. 

The consulate team, headed by Vice Con- 
sul Jim Tito San Agustin, is scheduled to visit 
evacuation centers in San Diego tomorrow. 

‘The consulate has opened an emergency 
line for affected Filipino nationals: (213) 
268-9990. It also urged Fil-Am organiza- 
tions to “contribute in any way they can” to 
help victims of the wildfires. 

‘As of Tuesday (Wednesday in Manila), the 
wildfires have burned over 400,000 acres 
and destroyed more than 1,300 homes, ac- 
cording to California's Office of Emergency 
Services. About 500,000 have been evacuat- 
ed in San Diego County alone. More than 
6,000 firefighters have been deployed, and 
900 fire engines, 25 air tankers and 40 heli- 
copters have been sent to battle the blaze. 

President George W. Bush has declared а 
state of emergency in Southern California. 

“The people of California need all the 
help they can get at this tragic time and this. 
action will allow our citizens to get the as- 
sistance they need,” California Gov. Arnold 
Schwarzenegger said. 


6 Customs men 
suspended over 
undervalued cars 


‘THE OFFICE OF THE OMBUDSMAN YES- 
terday ordered six Bureau of Customs em- 
ployees suspended for alleged involvement 
in the smuggling of 14 luxury cars, which 
were undervalued at about P1 million each, 
at the Subic Bay Freeport in February 2007. 

Those placed under a six-month preven- 
tive suspension were Josephine Dullas, act- 


ing chief of the certificate of payment unit c imagine a multimedia filled life beyond 


at BOC-Subic; customs examiners Orlando í SEEN 
Ronquillo, Rustico Mallari and Enrico Cruz, your imagination : 
and principal appraisers Ebrahim Pang- 

katan and Rodolfo Casis. 

The six BOC employees were accused of The М610 в a multimedia phone with outstanding features in an exceptionally 
conspiring to release the 14 luxury vehi- хе коныр ш 25) = 
е соно тна stylish side-up design. Its sleek design росу disguises a range of ромейш 
out the proper payment of tax obligations. features, including Camera. Music Player, FM Radio and more. The M610 

‘Ombudsman Merceditas Gutierrez said the d Я 
six employees’ names and signatures on the re- will enrich your multimedia ife. ph.samsungmobile.com 
lease documents were "prima facie presump- i 
tion” that they had deliberately participated in 2 
the crime and admitted the accuracy of the 
written items contained in the documents. 

"The office finds sufficient basis to place 
the respondents under preventive suspen- 
sion pending investigation of the case," 
Gutierrez said, and directed Finance Secre- 
тагу Margarito Teves to immediately imple- 
ment the suspension order. 

The case stemmed from a complaint filed 
by the finance departments Revenue In- 
tegrity Protection Service with the antigraft 
body last month. 

"The complaint said three brand-new Audi Samsung Electronics Philippines Corporation Ground Йом. Bonmventura Plaza, Orges Avenue. Greenhils, Sun Juan, Mevo Mania 


8L were valued at only $2,100 each (roughly ones Cee Contact Center TOLL FREE 1-809-10SAMSUNG ter PL1 o 1 300-284040 ter Dia 
P96,600 each); a Chevrolet Corvette at 


$1,600 (P73,600) and three BMW 750Li at 
$1,600 each (P72,500 each). 

‘The three car models actual "blue book val- 
ue,” however, has been placed at $72,090 (P3.2 
million), $51,535 (P2.34 million) and $78,100 
(P3.53 million), respectively. Jocelyn R. Uy 
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Don’t rush 


E DO NOT KNOW WHO WAS THE FIRST TO 

W the possibility that a liquefied petroleum 

gas tank caused the explosion at the Glorietta 2 

mall. Perhaps it was an eyewitness or perhaps it was a ra- 

dio commentator speculating on air. But a few hours after 

the explosion, this theory was firmly set aside, and by re- 
sponsible officers of the country’s armed services. 

The blast was most likely caused by a 

EDITORIAL “hard explosive,” Chief Insp. Reynold 

Rosero of the Philippine Bomb Data 

Center told reporters. (He also described the event as “most 

likely a deliberate attack.”) Philippine National Police Di- 

rector General Avelino Razon echoed the line later in the 

day. 

The day after the blast, Armed Forces Chief of Staff Gen. 
Hermogenes Esperon issued a categorical statement. "It is а 
terrorist attack," he said. 

That same day, the PNP Crime Laboratory and the Bomb 
Data Center told the National Security Council meeting in 
Camp Crame that they had found traces of RDX, an ingre 
ent used in such explosives as C4, which is used by the mili- 


tary. 

But the following day, Sunday, the wind began to change 
direction. The police director for Metro Manila, Geary 
Barias, soft-pedaled the previous day's assertion that RDX 
was found, saying its presence would have to be verified by 
"additional testing." 

This change came on the heels of the rather odd an- 
nouncement, late on Saturday, that the blast originated 
from the basement of the mall. 

“The explosion came from the underground, that’s why 
there was a crater-like structure in the stairs going to the 
basement," Rosero of the Bomb Data Center told reporters. 
Aside from the curious construction of that statement (did 
the police officer say a crater in the stairs?), there is also the 
inconvenient fact that Makati City Councilor Jun-Jun Binay 
had already told the media, on the day of the blast, that the 
explosion left an eight-meter-wide crater on the ground 
floor. 

Even without that conflict in testimony, however, Rosero's 
unqualified assertion that the blast started in the basement 
was rather premature. Why? Because on the day he said 
that, the basement in question was still heavily flooded. 
(There were mentions of the flooding in the early stories.) 

Where did the water come from? From two tanks in the 
area, one containing water for fire-fighting purposes, the 
other water for ordinary use. Thus, in the first few days af- 
ter the blast, not a single person entered the basement, be- 
cause the water was filthy and deep. 

How can anyone say on Saturday, and categorically, that 
the blast emanated from the basement? 

By late Monday, the authorities had changed their princi- 
pal theory, Without dismissing the possibility that the Glori- 
etta tragedy was a terrorist bombing, the investigators said 
the blast could have been the result of an industrial acci- 
dent. 

Fire Supt. Fenniore Jaudian told police reporters an “ac- 
cumulation of methane” in the basement could have caught 
fire and, in the process, caused the diesel tank in the base- 
ment (used to run emergency power generators) to ex- 
plode. 

Chemical engineers from the University of the Philippines 
have come forward to make their skepticism about the 
“methane + diesel” theory public. To be sure, they have not 
visited the site, and they have prefaced their remarks with 
qualifying statements. And yet in principle, their reserva- 
tions about the theory should give any reasonable person 
pause. Diesel is famously non-volatile; methane build-up 
requires a confined space and a stagnant supply of solid 
waste. 

Tt seems to us that for the new theory to work, the thresh- 
old of conditions assumed to exist is rather high. 

We recognize, of course, that theories change as more 
facts emerge. We understand that, aside from that stray re- 
mark about RDX traces being found, not much else points 
to a bomb, But we also realize that in some high-profile ter- 
rorist acts, it took government investigators some time to 
prove that bombs were in fact used. 

We acknowledge the investigators’ readiness to continue 
considering the bombing angle—they were, after all, the 
first to consider it. We recognize their testing of new theo- 
ries as consistent with the emergence of new facts. We be- 
lieve, however, that their main duty, at this time, is to ascer- 
tain all the necessary facts. Unless these are established, any 
theory offered to the public is a rush to judgment. 
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LAPU-LAPU CITY—DESPITE THIN DEMAND, 
this country has an oversupply of cretins. One 
glimpses this in how Mayor Arturo Radaza's 
handling of economic zones on Mactan Island 
chills 17 other ecozones nationwide. 

This city is named after the chieftain who 
bushwhacked Ferdinand Magellan in 1521. 
The roots of Radaza's “10 minutes of head- 
lines" are more prosaic. His office snapped up 
shoddy street lamps for the Asean Summit at 
95,000 a throw. The Ombudsman skewered 
his honor with six months suspension. 

But Mactan is more than just guitars, 
seafood—or Radaza. It's also 142 factories, 
sprawled over 213 hectares. They produce 
watches, electronics, computers, etc. They ac- 
count for 9 percent of the country's exports. 

‘The payrolls for 43,000 workers inject P300 
million monthly into the economy. Из popula- 
tion density is 3,581 persons per square kilo- 
meter, notes San Carlos University’s Office of 
Population Studies. That's almost five times 
that of Cebu Province. One our of every four 
workers over age 20 has a college education. 

Nitwits strangle geese that lay golden eggs, 
sages tell us. But then they never met Radaza's 
“buccaneers.” Lapu-Lapu City’s income last 
year exceeded P652 million, the Commission 
on Audit reveals. Of this, P249 million came in 
“untied” Internal Revenue Allotments. So, why 
is the joint choked by garbage, traffic, squat- 
ters and a water shortage? 

‘The city never built a sewerage system. Over 
a quarter (25.6 percent) of homes lack toilets. 
Across the narrow Mactan Channel is Man- 
daue. That city whittled down toiletless 
homes to only 4.0 percent. 

‘Almost 17 percent of Lapu-Lapu homes buy 
murky water from ambulant peddlers. That's 
triple the buyers (4.9 percent) in next-door Ce- 
bu City. And export zone firms pay tankers to 
fill their cisterns, 

Where did the cash go? Overstaffed offices 
chewed up P203 million. And P23 million went 
to the purchase of overpriced computer clones, 
‘bought at P49,500 each from a hole-in-the-wall 
firm, said Mactan Island Chamber of Commerce 
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SOME 18 BISHOPS FROM MINDANAO SEE 
things differently. “The growing call for resig- 
nation of President Arroyo is still premature,” 
they say, reacting to calls from their counter- 
parts in the capital for her to do so. Led by 
Archbishop Fernando Capalla, former head of 
the Catholic Bishops’ Conference of the Philip- 
pines and still defender of the faith—also 
called GMA—the 18 bishops declare: 

"We believe that the whole truth about any 
moral issue must be ascertained or firmed be- 
fore subjecting it to moral scrutiny and judg- 
ment. Otherwise, any statement on the matter 
may be premature and counter-productive. 
Hence, there is a need for a thorough and im- 
partial investigation as prescribed by law, truth 
and honesty and a sense of patriotism... And we 
pray for sobriety, calmness and peace to Jesus 
Christ the prince of peace." 

Poor Mindanao. Or poor Christian flock of 
Mindanao to be led by shepherds such as 
these, This declaration will go down the annals 
of Philippine history as comparable to the ulu- 
lations the friars of Jose Rizal's time flung on 
"an mana indios" to keep them loyal to Spanish 
rule, It does not offer an argument for the 
faithful to be faithful to GMA, it offers an argu- 
ment for the faithful to convert to Islam. 

At the very least what's wrong with it is that 
it is nonsensical. What in hell (heaven can 
have nothing to do with it) does it mean to as- 
certain the whole truth about any moral issue 
first before you can subject it to moral scruti- 
пу? God, or his prophets, may speak in myste- 
rious ways, but tis is not mysterious, this is in- 
comprehensible. You suspend moral scrutiny 
until the whole truth is known about some- 
thing, you will never morally scrutinize any- 
thing. Or have you ever reached a point where 
уоп knew the whole truth about anything? 

But, well, maybe we should have followed 
this piece of advice, or just a fraction thereof, 
during Erap's time. Then we would never have 
had these bishops favorite non-President to tor- 
ment us. Lest we forget, the whole truth about 
Erap's wrongdoing was not known when the 
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and Industry (МОСТ) president Efrain Pelaez Jr. 
Those Pentium 4 clones are sold at half the cost 
in legit shops. Pelaez sued Radaza and 18 others 
for this re-run of the Asean street lamp fiasco. 

MCCIS March survey of member-firms on 
corruption reported that out of 28 respondents, 
25 bumped into grafters. “Crime, like virtue, 
has degrees" Thirteen respondents were 
dunned between P50,000 and P2 million. Five 
firms were squeezed for P5 million or more. At 
least 18 had their arms twisted for a “fixed 
amount,” ie. a percentage of the project cost to 
grease processing of permits and clearances. 

‘The mayor's assistants demanded money to 
"facilitate" release of a license, permit or clear- 
ance, said 15 respondents. Another 12 claimed 
that “the mayor himself made the demand.” As 
the old jingle asked, “Would you buy a second- 
hand car from this guy?" 

In response, City Hall uncorked the thread- 
bare “Alzheimer’s KneeJerk.” Radaza hun- 
kered down. But officials Teodulo Ybafiez and 
Rolando Duero subbed as "bouncers." Pelaez's 
firms would be padlocked, they vowed, since 
over the last 10 years, they didn't secure per- 
mits, licenses, etc. and they owed P5.4 million 
in business and realty taxes. 

That's almost half of the P12.8 million the 
СОА says Lapu-Lapu earned last year from рег- 
mits and licenses. Radaza remembers hefty 
1005 only when jabbed with graft raps? If so, 
Alzheimer's is not the problem here. It is vin- 
dictive discrimination. 

“If two wrongs don't make a right, try for a 
third," says an old adage. The third thar Radaza 
opted for was to stomp on a court order to 
maintain the status quo until Oct. 31. His mus- 
clemen padlocked Pelaezs Marina Mall with its 


82 tenants. And for good measure, they demol- 
ished a stone-paved causeway built by Pelaez. 

Losses exceeded PB million in the nine 
hours it took the Philippine Economic Zone 
Authority to rip the City Hall seals off. The Spe- 
cial Economic Zone Act of 1995 (RA 7916) 
gives Peza jurisdiction over locators. Pelaezs 
firms are locators and have Peza per 

"The naked display of arrogance and power 
jeopardized the business climate and growing 
investments,” the Cebu Provincial Board se 
in a resolution. “Respect the rule of law” and 
act with “prudence,” it counseled 

“We never violated the court's restraining 
order," а Lapu-Lapu official said. "The TRO 
prevented us from enforcing notice of demoli- 
tion. Closure was not covered by the TRO.” 

But people are not cretins. They see this as 
defense of the indefensible. 

In economic zones, from Bataan to Laguna 
to Leyte, such ham-handed policies stir deep 
unease. Gov. Gwendolyn Garcia, Rep. Nerissa 
Soon-Ruiz and businessmen made this point in 
calls to the President. Presidential Manage- 
ment Staff chief Cerge Remonde says he has 
been asked to mediate. 

Pro forma Palace intervention raises expec- 
tations. But they achieve little unless citizens 
are aroused. That's the Cebu experience. A citi 
zen complaint led courts to order Mayor Tomas 
Osmefia to dismantle his arbitrary blockade of 
South Highway. 

"Complaints from each side are serious," the. 
Sun Star noted. And the public expects not an- 
other political massage but that the issues "be 
resolved to yield the truth." 

Lapu-Lapu officials chose to massage them- 
selves by sweeping graft charges under the 
rug. The council debated whether to declare 
Pelaez persona non grata 

With Department of Interior and Local Gov- 
ernment support, City Hall officials ran a self 
evaluation exercise, They graded themselves 
“outstanding.” 

what fools these mortals be,” snaps 
Puck in “Midsummer's Night Dream." 
(E-mail: juanlmercado@gmail.com) 
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citizens rose to oust him. All we knew were the 
accusations hurled against him at the impeach- 
ment trial which we rightly subjected to moral 
scrutiny and judgment. All we knew was that 
Erap's minions in the Senate did not want the 
second envelope to be opened which we rightly 
presumed to contain damning evidence since 
people who have nothing to hide normally do 
mot suppress things. To this day, does anybody 
really know the whole truth about Erap—or the 
Sandiganbayan which convicted him? 

Yet to this day, too, I have not heard Capalla 
ог any of his friends complain bitterly that this 
‘country never gave the ex- (and real) president 
а chance, rushing to oust him before ever the 
whole truth was known. No wonder Jaime 
Cardinal Sin looms large in the moral land- 
scape. In the land of the blind, the one-eyed is 
king; in the land of moral pygmies, the reason- 
ably righteous is titan. 

Tes all very well to conduct a thorough and 
impartial investigation. But Capalla and com- 
pany's definition of a thorough and impartial 
investigation is the kind GMA herself initiates, 
and truthful findings the kind he and ilk are 
willing to believe. As far as the first goes, well, 
there is one thing in common with all the “I 
will leave no stone unturned” investigations 
GMA has so far vowed to carry out, which in- 
clude cheating in elections, the killings of jour- 
nalists and political activists, and bribery and 
corruption in government. It's that there's only 
оле bug crawling under all those stones, Guess 
who. 


As far as the second goes, well, there's a lo- 
cal saying that the hardest person to wake upis 
the one pretending to be asleep. The hardest 


person to help see things із the one pretending 
to be blind, You want a thorough and impartial 
investigation, investigate why Capalla is acting 
like a toady of the State rather than a prince of 
the Church. 

But infinitely more than that, their concept of 
governance comes straight from hell. Elsewhere 
in the democratic world or, never mind demo- 
cratic, in the reasonably sane world, the con- 
cept is not: “A government has a right to exist 
until its constituents can prove to its satisfaction 
that it is evil and corrupt." It is: "A government 
hasaright to exist only as itis able to prove to its 
‘constituents’ satisfaction that it is good and up- 
right.” A government's right to exist does not 
depend on the citizens’ ability to prove it wrong, 
it depends on its ability to prove itself to the citi- 
zens right. Iris not for public officials to demand 
that the people show why they should step 
down, itis for the people to demand that public 
officials show why they shouldn't 

Japan, South Korea and other Asian coun- 
tries are not Catholic, for which, given the kind 
of bishops Mindanao has, they ought to be very 
thankful, But their public officials know enough 
morality and ethics or, never mind those big 
words, enough goodness and decency to resign 
or commit hara-kir at the first whiff of scandal. 
Tfone of their leaders were to be accused of any, 
not to speak of all, of the things GMA has done, 
he would not only disembowel himself, he 
would torture himself to death slowly to re- 
move every taint of dishonor he has spattered 
on his family. Here, well, the principle of gov- 
‘ernment Capalla wants to see is pakapalan. 

‘They want us to pray for peace in the name 
of Jesus Christ, the prince of peace? Well, if 1 
recall my Bible, Christ did not turn the other 
cheek when he saw the merchants in the tem- 
ple, he flailed at them, shouting fy temple is 
a house of prayer, but you have made it into a 
den of thieves!” 

The lesson there is not just that Christ's còn- 
cept of peace does not preclude anger. It's also 
that temples can always be turned into dens of 
thieves. 
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1WAS IN LEGAZPI CITY RECENTLY TO ATTEND 
the first National Conference on Climate Change 
Adaptation organized by Albays dynamic Gov. 
Joey Sarte Salceda, and 1 must congratulate him 
for the successful undertaking. As he put it, all over 
the world climate change is no longer being debat- 
ed. The fact that the Inter-governmental Panel оп 
Climate Change (IPCC) whose leading lights аге 
Filipino scientists, and former US Vice President Al 
Gore recently shared the Nobel Peace Prize (and 
the $150,000 prize money) attests to the world's 
acceptance of this phenomenon. In fact, the Nobel. 
Prize served as an inspiration for the Albay confer- 
ence. But what's new in the province's approach is 
the “adaptation” part as gleaned from its slogan, 
“Think Global Warming, Act Local Adaptation!" Or 
as the conference's executive director, Nong Ran- 
gasa, put it, “The time for talk is over. The key here. 
is local action." pr 

Salceda explained that Albay has been iden- 
tified by the National Disaster Control Center 
as the most disaster-prone province, and the 
supertyphoons “Milenyo” and “Reming” and 
the deadly mud flows from Mayon have been 
recent grim reminders of this. Thus, he said, 
Albay has to adapt to this reality and seek to 
mitigate the disasters that hit it. “Can we Al- 
bayanons do something to help ourselves?” he 
said. “We say yes.” From this resolve of the 
people came the provincial government's 
adoption of the prototype for local Climate 
Change Adaptation, known as “Albay in Action 
on Climate Change” (A2C2). I hope other local 
government units would emulate A2C2. 

‘The Legazpi conference drew leaders from vari- 
‘ous sectors and the national and local governments, 
led by President Macapagal-Arroyo and Vice Presi- 
dent Noli de Castro and several Cabinet members, 
including Energy Secretary Angelo Reyes, who 
heads the newly formed Presidential Task Force on. 
Climare Change, and Secretary Heherson Alvarez, 
who serves as co-chair with Secretary Lito Atienza 
ofthe DENR's Advisory Council on Climate Change. 
In addition, officials of various multilateral and 
United Nations agencies were also invited to help 


ON A CLEAR DAY IN SUMILAO, BUKIDNON, 
one can see Mount Kitanglad standing tall in the 
distance. Nestled between Mount Sayawan and 
Mount Palaopao, Sumilao isa valley and home to 
the Higaonon, an indigenous cultural community 
that lived there before the 1930s, when settlers 
from distant places began to look upon Mindanao 
and the new frontier 

‘The Higaonon believed that Magbabaya the 
Almighty gave this balaang yuta (sacred land) to 
their forefathers and foremothers. Because of the 
cool weather and the abundance of pine trees, the 
people described the place as “pine-tree-hon.” 

"The Higaonon's ancestral land measured 243.8 
hectares and served as their seat of government. 
Here, the Higaonon's tribal council led by Apo 
Manuagay and Apo Mangganiahon ruled and led 
through the traditional paghusay and pamuhat. 

In the 19305, the Higaonons were forcibly evict- 
ей from the land which went from one landed non- 
Higaonon family to another. In the 19705, the an- 
cestral land was divided between two landowners, 
the Carloses (99.8 ha) and the Quisumbings (144 
ha). (IfI remember right the dying Carlos patriarch 
Tet go of his share in favor of the farmers) The 
Quisumbings eventually leased the land to Del 
Monte Philippines for 10 years. The Higaonons be- 
came farm workers in the land they once owned. 

‘And then the Comprehensive Agrarian Reform 
Law of 1988 came to be, covering the 144 ha 
which were for distribution to 137 Mapadayonong 
Panaghiusa sa mga Lumad Alang sa Damlag (Ma- 
palad) farmers who were of Higaonon ancestry. А 
Certificate of Land Ownership Award (CLOA) was 
issued, making the Mapalad farmers owners of the 
144 hectares. But this was not to be. 

То avoid land reform, the Quisumbings who 
had possession of the land planned to convert it 
into an agro-industrial estate and educational 
complex, park and tourism enclave. The Depart- 
ment of Agrarian Reform (DAR) put its foot 
down, but Ruben Torres, then executive secretary 
of then President Fidel V Ramos, overturned the 


IN LINKING TO MY MARCH 13, 2006 COLUMN, 
“Managing expectations," I summarized it as fol- 
lows: What defenders of the President or defend- 
ers of keeping her where she is are [actually do- 
ing are] defending Civilization As We Know It. 
‘Appearances are everything; and unless the Pres- 
ident suddenly develops leprosy, she will appeal 
to the keep-up appearances mentality, 

Twas reminded of my column by Conrado de 
Quiros’ bringing up a snap election as the clean- 
est, neatest, most democratic solution to the 
problem of legitimacy. Г swung around to agree- 
ing with De Quiros which is why in March 2006,1 
said a broad consensus existed which saw some 
sort of presidential election as the best solution. 

But | also pointed out that one major obstacle 
to consider was that there was also a sizeable, 
and stubborn, part of the electorate that sees the 
President not as an aberration to, but the exem- 
plar of, our society's values, 

‘At the time I quoted a media colleague who ob- 
served, "Ifyou have a President who lies, cheats and 
steals, it makes life easy for everybody, because now 
everyone can lie, cheat and steal with a clear con- 
science.” Machiavelli's advice, I said back in 2006, 
showed why the President can be tolerated while 
her predecessor ended up despised: "For this reason 
a prince ought to take care that he never lets any- 
thing slip from his lips that is not replete with the 
above-named five qualities, that he may appear to 
him who sees and hears him altogether merciful, 
faithful, humane, upright, and religious.” 

Indeed Machiavelli could have been compar- 
ing Estrada to Arroyo when he wrote, "It is wiser 
to have a reputation for meanness which brings 
reproach without hatred, than to be compelled 
through seeking a reputation for liberality to in- 
cur a name for rapacity which begets reproach 
with hatred.” Except that the President has 
shown herself far from being tight-fisted, or 
mean, in the old-fashioned use of the word, and 
instead, she's acquired the reputation for being 
‘exceedingly liberal with public funds, and the ac- 

i ы those funds which, as Machiavelli 
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find funding for specific programs. The conference. 
sought to focus on the various problems that cli- 
mate change has spawned їп the area of upland 
farming, reforestation, emergency preparedness, 
coastal communities, etc, as well as areas where 
constructive responses can make a difference. The 
end goal was to draft the ‘Albay Declaration on Cli- 
mate Change Adaptation,” which will, in tum, be 
presented as part of the Philippine position in the 
Bali conference in December, 

As in any conference, some highly technical 
topics in the Legazpi conference such as the 
"carbon credit market," probably went over the 
heads of some participants. But what I liked 
about that conference was that it showed the 
participants to be concerned about the dangers 
to our planet and our country of global warm- 
ing, as they expressed in the open forum. More- 
over, many steps adopted were practical and 
doable, and I will discuss them in future 
columns. For instance, Salceda has ordered the 
showing of Al Gore's “An Inconvenient Truth" in 
all schools in Albay so that schoolchildren 
‘would be prepared early for the task of saving 
their province and the planet. Environmental 
issues have also been incorporated into the cur- 
riculum. In addition, the provincial board has 
passed a number of resolutions aimed at clean- 
ing up the atmosphere, like one calling on the 
National Power Corp. to sell only clean ene 
and another discouraging cement factories 
from using open-burning and asking them to 
use only rice husks in their kilns. 

Salceda worked very hard to promote this con- 
ference, which drew a significant number of par- 
ticipants from as far as Mindanao. He deserves 


Sumilao redux 


decision and approved the land's conversion. 

‘Things came to a head at this juncture. Much 
had been written, blood had been shed, a lot of 
intervention had been made. The farmers’ long 
and life-threatening hunger strike in front of the 
DAR office sparked a lot of interest and sympathy 
for them. Ramos issued a “win-win solution" 
which would allot 100 ha for the farmers and 44 
ha for ће Quisumbings. 

Sadly, in 1999, the Supreme Court ruled in favor 
of the Quisumbings. Ramos’ win-win solution was 
thrown out because of technicalities and the farm- 
ers were reduced to mere "recommendee farmer 
beneficiaries," meaning they have no real interest 
over the land. No real interest over the land? 

Well, after many years, the 144-ha land has not 
been converted into what йз supposed owners 
had planned; it has been sold to the Cojuangco- 
owned San Miguel Foods Inc. 

This is how things looked recently: The Mapal- 
ad-Sumilao farmers and the San Vicente Landless 
Farmers Association have filed a Petition for the 
Cancellation of the Conversion Order against the 
‘Quisumbings and/or SMFI before the DAR. The 
farmers argued that more than five years had 
passed since the conversion order but no develop- 
ment work had been done on the land. They fur- 
ther argued that converting the place into a hog 
farm would violate the conditions in the conver- 
sion order. 

Last September, the Higaonon began a cam- 
paign to reclaim the land with a pananghid ritual. 
‘They sought the help of church leaders even 
while military and police forces descended on 
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‘warned, “begets reproach with hatred.” 

This is why, as the INQuinn editorial the other 
day pointedly put it, the President operating a 
cash bar complete with doggie bags for her pol 
cal pets has so soured the public mood. Even tra- 
ditional politicians allied with the President were 
shocked, though dismayed may be a more appro- 
priate description of their feelings. Their feelings 
of dismay have been building up since the May 
elections, when they slowly began to realize their 
gambling on the status quo has had the opposite 
effect they intended. They thought that sticking 
by the President would somehow ensure stability; 
instead, it hastened the mutation of traditional 
politics to an extent that has begun to frighten the 
traditional politicians 

Their fear has nothing to do with idealism and 
everything to do with an increasingly troubling 
reality. A President who sees cash as the solution 
to all problems creates a larger problem: each 
time cash is presented as a solution, the next 
problem will require even more cash; and even if 
the President leaves the scene, the landscape has 
been permanently altered by her promiscuity 
when it comes to handing out cash. Politicians ex- 
pect that even when cash can solve a problem, 
eloquence and appeals to the public can solve 
problems, too. But if the only solution is cash, 
then politics is reduced to an auction, 

A glib tongue and hair-raising speechifying, the 
things that foster the illusion that leaders and fol- 
lowers are engaged in more than extortion, can't be 
utilized anymore. This is where her political allies 
find themselves, now. Leaders thought that in 
Teague with the President, their cash bar saver 


congratulations for his determination to put his 
province many steps ahead of disaster. One dis- 
cordant note was that a number of Cabinet mem- 
bers, who were scheduled to speak in the work- 
shops after lunch on the first day, just disap- 
peared and rode back with the President on her 
plane. It shows how little their commitment to re- 
spond to climate change is. Kudos to Reyes and 
Alvarez who stayed to answer many questions. 

Our deepest condolences to our friends, 
broadcast journalist Veronica Baluyut-Jimenez 
of NBN-4 and business executive Lito Jimenez, 
оп the death of their mother, Dometila Pineda 
Baluyut, widow of lawyer Ricardo Baluyut, last 
Oct. 21. For the benefit of their relatives in Con- 
cepcion, Tarlac, and Ayala Alabang, her re- 
mains lie in state at Funeraria Paz in Sucat, 
Paraiiaque. Interment will be this Saturday, 
Oct. 27, after the 10 a.m. Mass, 

Reminders: 

© Cinco Angelos, а group of good-looking 
young male singers with a lot of singing experi- 
ence abroad, which is dubbed as the local "Il Di- 
vo,” will stage a concert on Saturday, Oct. 27, at 7 
p.m. at Teatrino in Greenhills, The concert will be 
for the benefit of the Alay sa Kawal Foundation, a 
non-profit, non-stock foundation set up by profe 
sionals to help widows and orphans of ordinary 
soldiers killed in action, and families of soldiers 
discharged due to serious disabilities. Help ASK 
and enjoy the Cinco Angelos’ heavenly musi 

Definitely among the great bazaars this 
Christmas Season is Inner Wheel's “hassle-free” 
bazaar this Sunday, Oct. 28, at the Grand Ball- 
room of the Renaissance Hotel (formerly New 
World Hotel) in Greenbelt, Makati. Through this 
bazaar, whose theme is "The Best Gifts for Christ- 
mas," Inner Wheel hopes to raise funds for its 
many community, charity and service-oriented 
projects: feeding indigents, day-care centers, 
medical-dental missions, scholarships, livelihood 
training for out-of-school youth and housewives 
(including computer training, sewing and thera- 
peutic massage), and its convalescence pavilion 
at the National Center for Mental Health. 


their area and raided their multi-purpose center. 
1з back to square опе 

Last Oct. 2, the Office of the President dis- 
missed the farmers’ appeal. 

‘This chronicle of events is definitely from the 
claimants’ point of view. I have written about this 
case a number of times over the years, and Tam пос 
afraid to say that I am biased in the farmers favor. 

‘This is not the end of the farmers’ struggle. A 
"Walk for Sumilao, Walk for Justice” is underway. 
esa long road ahead. 

А reader writes to express her disgust over the 
news coverage of last weeks Glorietta mall ex- 
plosion that killed 11 and injured more than 100. 
1 agree with her views. I have myself been out- 
raged by the way on-the-spot broadcast news 
coverage and emergency-room journalism are 
conducted by insensitive journalists. 

"Writing you is my way to vent my disappoint- 
ment over some broadcast journalists over the 
way they gather ‘news.’ Please bear with me. 

“In the aftermath of the Glorietta explosion, 
one radio report came from the field and all the. 
guy had to say was: ‘Halos hindi makapagsalita 
ang ina ni Maureen sa sinapit ng kanyang anak. 
Binibigyan na siya ng tubig... Then, he popped 
the question to a relative (1 suppose): Ano ho ang 
nararamdaman ninyo..." 

“I mean, can't this guy be a little less idiotic?! Y 
am outraged by the lack of respect people like 
him in media show to victims and survivors of 
tragedy. They who rave and rant about censor- 
ship, press freedom, etc. are so insensitive as to 
make a spectacle out of people's inexplicable 
grief! What about the freedom to privacy? For 
some members of the media, everything and ev- 
eryone is fair game so long as they could fill the 
airwaves, and scream their headlines, 

“Pardon my ranting. I should stop here before I 
begin to sound like them.” 


Send feedback to cerespd@info.com.ph 


nance was building genuine support; instead, they 

are beginning to see that what they have built is a 
political culrure where it doesn’t matter what you 
say, only what you are willing to pay. Having desen- 
sitized the public, they can never recover the use of 
eloquence as an antidote to the public's appetite for 
motivational bribes. Every politician is a student of 
power; and the lesson here is that they are in a trap 
of their own making. 

Should the public decide that it prefers genuine 
leadership t leaders who bribe their constituents, it 
has to turn to new leaders. Money may make the 
"world go round, but even a beggar for favors has 
pride. The difference is between handing out cash 
to a beggar, and throwing the money into a gutter 
and breezily telling the beggar to fish the money out 
of the slime, This is the fine line the President and 
her people have crossed. 

Unmerciful when it comes to her critics, unfaith- 
ful to her allies inhumane in that compassion is her 
least defining characteristic as a leader, dishonor- 
able instead of upright in how she wields the law or 
manages the bureaucracy and the military and a pi- 
ous hypocrite instead of being genuinely religious 
as shown by her cultivating bishops as if they were 
congressmen in cassocks, the President has lost the 
appearance of virtue which was the bedrock of her 
continued claim to position. 

A foreign journalist recently asked me if the 
present revelations, from the poaching of the 
Speaker's sphere of influence to the sight of con- 
Бетеп wadding out ofthe Palace with doggie 

'ags of cash to governors falling over themselves 
trying to explain their doggie bags, too, were 
worse than the allegations of electoral manipula- 
tion. Yes, I said, not because 1 think so, but be- 
cause the public obviously thinks so. 

‘The President can clutch at economic statistics as 
if they were so many straws, but it has begun to 
dawn оп the public that a nation kept afloat by re- 
mittances now sees those remittances shrinking in 
value, and salaries abroad shrinking in turn, and a vi- 
cious cycle is in place to which the President has no 

answers except a dogged insistence ср diy deals 


А 
Му parents' child 


A COUPLE OF WEEKS AGO, MY QUESTION OF THE DAY 
for my Psychology 101 classes was: "What do you admire 
‘most about your parents?" 

1 was unexpectedly touched by my students’ answers, espe- 
cially those mentioning how patient and loving their parents 
are to them, how sweet they are to each other, and how strong 
their marital bond is. I realized that I cherished such answers 
precisely because 1 
havent experienced 
them myself. My par- 
ents have never been 
my main support 
group or my cheer- 
Teaders or my biggest 
fans. Their marriage 
is no walk in the park 
either. In fact, even if 
theirs is an enduring 
love and partnership, 
itis also wrought with 
complications and 
drama (including tense, almost surreal, family meetings). 

In other words, our home has never been a sanctu- 
ary—our house on Calla Lily Street as a shelter from the 
‘world’s harshness exists only in my wildest dreams. 

Papa's voice used to startle me; his anticipated criticisms 
intimidated me. I also couldn't understand his silence al- 
though my desire to be able to get through that silence died 
only when he did. 

‘As for Mama, she has never been an “earth mother” who 
cooks one's favorite meals or a ready source of soothing words 
for a child in pain. Actually she can be tactless (to the point of 
being searing) when she gives advice, often making me shake 
my head and say, "Why did Task her in the first place?” 

Instead of being a forthcoming father and a nurturing 
mother, my parents were something else. 

Almost a year ago, as we were on our way to our annual 
Christmas celebration with the Afionuevos, Mama told us 
about her charm bracelet and how it protected her from bad 
vibes/evil spirits. The logic of her claim was lost on me, so I 
chuckled and said that it didn’t make sense to me that a 
bracelet would have such power. Papa smiled, and I inter- 
preted it as full agreement with what I said. 

My differences from Papa were always more salient to me, 
but T now realize that my firm belief in empiricism and my at- 
tempts to exercise rigor in the academe and in everyday life 
came from him, not from Mama. Papa always set high stan- 
dards—for himself and for others. I remember that as a child, 1 
saw many scary red marks on students’ bluebooks. Mama and 
Papa's friends still recount to this day how Papa lamented his 
students! poor English. Despite this, Papa actually had a laissez 
faire philosophy in raising us: we could do what we wanted to 
do and he only had to be informed of these choices. 

Conversely, my similarities to Mama have always been 
more obvious than our differences. Many people say 1 re- 
mind them so much of my mother. My lolo (Mama's daddy) 
himself once mistook me for my mother as 1 entered his 
home. Yes, my mother and I are two peas in a pod: we look 
the same, have similar gestures and the same passion for 
books and for learning. But we have many differences, too. 
Her fascination with charm bracelets and such is the most 
glaring one. Another is that I am not as impulsive and ener- 
geticas she is. While I also like exploring the world and expe- 
riencing other places and other cultures, 1 am less sponta- 
neous and more reserved in my curiosity and drive. 

Finally, little note on one similarity between my parents: 
Both were social scientists who weren't trapped in an ivory 
tower. They not only taught economics and sociology, they 
were (and Mama still is) also dedicated to social change. In 
other words, their NGO, government and even international 
work always involved empowering others and cultivating 
better communities and societies. For them, the personal is 
the social is the political. Even my birth was framed by Papa 
as “bunga ng tunggalian at kaisahan, tunggalian at kaisahan 
dala ng pagmamahal sa isa't-isa at sa sambayanan." 

What does this mean? That I have an unshakable "nation- 
alistic-activist” (instead of Catholic) guilt! 1 have often 
thought about working in a publishing house in Europe and 
living a life of serenity and beauty (Oh, oh! The trees, the cul- 
tural events, the wonderfully temperate climate!), but until 
now, I cannot silence the voice in my head that tells me leav- 
ing my country is a form of betrayal. This also means that I 
am easily moved to tears when I hear discussion about what 
Filipinos can do for the Philippines. 

My parents didn't give me hugs. Neither did they give me 
endless encouragement whenever I failed. They didn't hold 
my hand when I was recovering from а break-up or middle- 
‘class guilt (which is not entirely similar to the other type of 
guilt mentioned, although they have points of intersection), 
‘They never told me what to do (except for my mother’s ex- 
plicit, “Stay and teach in UP You owe it to the taxpayers who 
financed your UP ейпсагіол!"). Nope, no plainly- stated 
pearls of wisdom from Mama and Papa (another exception: 
Mama's “Huwag ka na lang mag-asawa. 

Instead they gave me an independent mind-set, an intelli 
gent and inquiring mind to go with it, and an idealism that 1 
am having difficulty shaking off. Not the usual gifts one 
‘would get from parents, I suppose, but Lam a grateful daugh- 
ter. What they have given me weren't what originally want- 
ей, but I treasure what they have passed on to me and take 
heartin the knowledge that am truly my parents' child. 


Younc BLoop 


Krupskaya Medel 
Arionuevo 


We want to know what the young 
are thinking about. What are their 
thoughts on current issues? We 
welcome contributions from the 
twentysomething and below.—Ed. 


Krupskaya Medel Айопиеуо, 27, teaches Psychology at the Unt 
versity of the Philippines in Diliman. Being a fan of Evolution- 
ary Pycholopy she believes that her similarities to her parents, 
though partly environmental, are largely genetic. 
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OPINION 


What if gov didn’t take cash gift? 


THOSE WHO ARE SAYING THAT 
Among Ed (Pampanga's Gov. Ed 
Panlilio) did wrong in accepting 
the bundle of cash (P500,000), 
given to him in Malacafiang last 
Oct. 11, do not see what could 
have been the scenario had he re- 
fused to receive the money. 
Imagine the complexion of the 
scandal had he refused to accept 
the money and somebody else 
blew the whistle? How would he 
convince the people that he was 
not similarly given? How would 


words. 


he make everybody believe him? 1 
myself would have doubted his 


When Among Ed accepted the 
money, I believe there was divine 
intervention. His act was guided 
by the Holy Spirit. 

Many of our leaders, past and 
present, may have been or may be 
endowed with the greatness of 
Nebuchadnezzar; some, with the 
authoritative power of Pilate; 
others with the arrogance of 
Herod. But Among Ed, I believe, 


has been endowed with the sim- 
plicity of John the Baptist, the 
Obedience of Abraham, the 
courage of Moses, the faith of 
Mary and, on that occasion, the 
wisdom of Solomon. 

То the noisy ones who think 
that he did wrong, here are some 
questions: What would you have 
Tather done in that same situa- 
tion? How would you have han- 
died it? 

—NOELD.UNSON, 
whirlpootheart501@yahoo.com 


Amite for widow of heroic Samar policeman 


ON SEPT. 17, 2009, THE INQUIR- 
er published the plea of Nelita 
Diocampo, widow of P/Cpl. Tirso 
Diocampo, who was killed in 1984 


MacArthur, Eastern Samar against 
an NPA attack. For 23 long years, 
she pleaded for compassion from 
the Government Service Insur- 
ance System in its relentless pur- 
Suit for payment of the housing 
loan she inherited from her late 
husband, This loan had ballooned 
to around P239,000 from the orig- 
inal amount of about P42,000. 
She felt that if her husband paid 
for his life in defense of his coun- 
try the least his country could do 
for her and her children, was to 
condone his 6515 housing loan. 
The loss of her husband caused 
her and her children untold grief, 
suffering and hardship. In fact, 
опе of her children died because 
she could not afford the medical 


extending a compassionate hand, 
Our government, through the 


GSIS, has added—and continues 
to add—to this grief, suffering and 
hardship, by its relentless demand 
of exacting its pound of flesh from 
defending the police station of her in the payment of her inherit- 
ed housing loan debt, despite re- 
peated pleas and letters from her. 
The GSIS replied in a letter, 
which the Ingumer also published in 
its Sept. 24 issue, that it had mag- 
nanimously restructured the Dio- 
campo loan ... 21 years after the 
-policeman's death! But itskirted the 
issue of condonation and gleefully 
mentioned that Mrs. Diocampo had 
made partial payment on Sept. 24 
to avoid loan cancellation. It like- 
wise stood pat on its stand to exact 
that pound of fiesh—albeit in a 
slow and agonizing way—through 
its so-called debe-restructuring. 
Perhaps, the GSIS should know 
that Diocampo had to borrow 
money tobe able to make that par- 
tial payment. Perhaps, it should 
treatment needed. But instead of also know that in defense of his 
country, the gallant Police Corpo- 
ral Diocampo sustained bullet 


wounds that measured .60 inches 
in diameter at entry point on the 
right neck and shoulder, with a 
bullet trajectory that plowed 
through his right lung, heart, left 
lung, and blasted an .80-inch hole 
exit on his left side, causing in- 
stant death. (1984 Autopsy Re- 
port of Dr. Manuel B. Japson) And 
finally, perhaps, it should realize 
that it may also be doing the 
equivalent damage to his widow 
and children by its strict insistence 
in exacting from them that pound 
of flesh, as it were. The death of 
one of her children indicates this. 
‘The GSIS spends hundreds of 
thousands in its self-serving ads 
proclaiming its accomplishments, 
and millions more in acquiring 
valuable paintings and artwork. 
Can it not spare a mite from its bil- 
lions for a hero's widow and her 
children? 
—SAMUELJ. YAB 
118 Granada, 
San Antonio Heights, 
Sto. Tomas, Batangas 


|j IF you have any complaints, grievances or sugges- 
tions about the treatment of news and photos by the 
Inquirer, you may write to the Readers' Advocate, 
Philippine Daily Inquirer, Chino Roces Avenue, cor- 
ner Yague and Mascardo Streets, City of Makati or 
send a fax to Nos. 897-4798, 897-4794, or e-mail 


readersadvocate@ inquirer.com.ph 

Writers of letters to the editor are requested to in- 
clude their complete address and telephone or pager 
number or e-mail address for verification purposes. 
The Inquirer will not publish any letter unless such 
information is supplied. 


Pha 
LETTERS 

75 MY HUSBAND AND1 SPENT TWO 

2 and а half weeks in Boracay, get- 
ting to know the locals and their 
lifestyle, and enjoying every 
minute of it. We met so many won- 
derful people who treated us with 
Kindness. 

We are Americans. After read- 
ing the reactions to Hollywood's 
and American TV's stereotypical 
attitude toward Filipinos and the 
Philippines, I can personally say 
that not all Americans have that 
same attitude. We were prepared 
to tell all the wonderful stories 
about the warm and hospitable 
Filipinos. Until the last day of our 
stay in Boracay, a couple of hours 
before we were to leave for the 
airport. 

We were having breakfast in 
our favorite beach-front restau- 
rant. A new friend, a young ven- 
dor (1 will omit his name for his 
own interests) greeted us. He was 
with his dog and was setting up 
for business that day. He gave us a 
big smile and seid, "I hope you 
will come back to my country 
again soon." 

We told him, "We hope to re- 
turn soon," as we thanked him. 

He left to get something and up 
pulled a van marked “Rescue” and 
“Coast Guard" on the side. A man 
with a stick with a wire noose at- 
tached walked alongside the van. 
What I saw after that, I could not 
believe. The man and a compan- 
ion seized the dog, and flung it 


Who says economy 
has turned around? 


AS NOTED BEFORE, THE NOODLE 
and rice program of President 
Macapagal-Arroyo would fail to 
solve the hunger problem. The SWS 
surveys last November 2006 and 
February 2007 showed 19 percent 
of our population lived in hunger. 

It was suggested then that a 
livelihood program be introduced 
to alleviate the sufferings of the 
poor of our society. Sen. Mar Rox- 
as also said that the noodle and 
rice program was a temporary so- 
lution that would not solve the 
chronic and grave ills plaguing the 
country even as our peso strength- 
ened against the US dollar. (In- 
силл, 1/26/06) 

‘SWS’ latest surveys showed that 
21.5 percent of the population ex- 
perienced hunger in the past three 
‘months—a record high of 3.8 mil- 
lion families. This latest finding be- 
lies the claim of our economic 
managers that our economy has 
been moving up. (IQumm, 
10/2/07) Unless the government 
embarks on a massive drive to in- 
crease agricultural production 
hand in hand with industrializa- 
tion that would stop the exodus of 
our professionals to foreign coun- 
tries, the government cannot say 
that our economy has tumed 
around. A stronger peso does not 
necessarily mean an improved 
economy since it hurts the overseas 
Filipino workers and the exporters. 

With our gargantuan external 
debts and with our countrys 
propensity for borrowing from 
foreign countries, am afraid that 
the government would burden 
honest taxpayers more with high- 
er taxes while letting go of tax 
cheats and corrupt officials. 

Quo vadis, Philippines? 

—SODOFREDO 0. PETEZASR., 
Barangay Camambugan, 


ENVIRONMENT SECRETARY LITO 
Atienza admitted that he received 
from Malacafiang cash gifts rang- 
ing from Р100,000 to P200,000 
throughout his nine years as mayor 
of Manila. Nothing wrong with 
that, he said. (молаға, 10/17/07) 

Our environment secretary be- 


THURSDAY, OCTOBER 25, 2007 


No way to handle stray dogs 


like a rag doll into the truck, slam- 
ming it against the siding. I'll nev- 
er forget the pained, shrill cries of 
the dog. 

I rushed to the man and told 
him that I knew the dog's owner. 
He looked at me, shook his head, 
and looked away. They went after 
another dog with a collar. 

If they handle dogs like this in 
public, what happens in private? I 
shuddered at the thought. 

So brutal and inhumane a sight, 
we could watch and protest no 
longer. 

T understand dogcatchers are 
necessary; they are found all over 
the world. But Tm certain that 
dogcatchers їп other countries 
would have been shocked if they 
had seen what we saw. 

Why not embark on a “spaying 
or castration program”? Instead of 
hiring three men to pick up and 
abuse animals, the money being 
paid for their salaries can be used 
toneuter dogs. 

Will we go back to the Philip- 
pines? No way. If a nation wants to 
be respected, it must treat all of its 
citizens, human and otherwise, 
with respect. What we saw today 
was a barbaric and unjust act. It 
tarnished our impression of the 
Philippines. I am ashamed for Bo- 
racay, 1 am saddened for the dogs 
that will suffer the same fate as 
the ones we saw that day. 

—KRISTIANA SPAULDING, 
tianatrow@yahoo.com 


Nothing wrong, not surprising 


the public to raise a how! over the 
supposed distribution of money in 
Malacafiang on Oct. 11.” And Glo- 
Па Macapagal-Arroyo wonders 
why the Philippines is on top of the 
listof the most corrupt countries? 
God save us. 
—ELLARAMOS, 


NEW LOWER 
Year-round Fares 


Book early and pay less. 


SEAT SALE 


Cebu to Bacolod, Clark, Davao, 
Kalibo or Puerto Princesa 


Sale Period: October 22 to 27, 2007 
Travel Period: November 15, 2007 to February 29, 2008 
Promo is non-refundable. 
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Hong Kong* 
Kuala Lumpur 
Macau 


Jakarta 
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DOMESTIC. 


Iloilo + Manila to Laoag * Legaspi 


Cebu to Cagayan de Oro * Zamboanga 


Davao to Zamboanga 


Manila to Bacolod • Cebu • Dumaguete • Iloilo 
Kalibo + Puerto Princesa + Roxas + Tacloban + Tagbilaran 


Manila to Butuan + Cagayan de Oro * Cotabato 
Davao • Dipolog • General Santos • Zamboanga 


CEBU PACIFIC IS THE NO. 1 DOMESTIC AIRLINE! 


MOST DOMESTIC DESTINATIONS MOST DOMESTIC FLIGHTS - MOST DOMESTIC ROUTES NEWEST PLANES 
MOST DOMESTIC PASSENGERS FLOWN - LOWEST YEAR-ROUND FARES 


Domest fs and inurance surcharges rang trom PHP 00 19 


1.280 
йаллан ard nsurance surcharges range tom USD 25 to USD 4. 


CEBU PACIFIC AIR.COM 


CEBU 
PACIFIC 


H's time everyone Flies. 


Daet, Camarines Norte 4600 


lieves that "there was no cause for 


ella.ramos68@yahoo.com 


SHIP report shared with various stakeholders 


THE BUREAU OF AGRICULTURAL STATISTICS 
(BAS) would like to expound on some of the 
points raised by Dr. Mahar Mangahas in his col- 
umn "A new hunger record.” (INQUIRER, 
10/6/07) 

In the middle of 2006, the government was 
faced with the challenge of addressing the 
problem of hunger which was reported to be 
felt by a significant number of households 
throughout the country. The survey of Social 
Weather Stations at that time placed the inci- 
dence of hunger at 13.9 percent at the national 
level, broken down as follows: 15 percent in 
the National Capital Region (NCR), 10 percent 
inthe rest of Luzon, 19.7 percent in the Visayas 
and 17.3 percent in Mindanao. 

It was obvious that a comprehensive gov- 
‘ernment program on hunger mitigation would 
need information on who were going hungry, 
where they were situated, the main causes of 
hunger and what they perceived were the nec- 
essary measures to mitigate hunger. The miti- 
gation measures needed to be site- and sector- 
specific. The information available at that 
time, however, was inadequate in this respect; 
to be more specific, locating the hungry down 
to the provincial level was not possible. 

The BAS conducted the Survey of Hunger in 
the Philippines (SHIP) in response to the need 
of the Department of Agriculture for informa- 
tion more detailed than those available from 
other sources. It sought to determine the inci- 
dence of hunger for domains smaller than that 
of SWS (78 provinces, two chartered cities, 


and four districts in the NCR). 

‘The survey was conducted in August 2006, 
The major output tables were made available in 
October 2006 and the final report with complete 
set of tables, in January 2007. These reports 
were shared with the DA and other users such as 
the National Anti-Poverty Commission (NAPC) 
and the Inter-Agency Task Force on the Develop- 
ment of Hunger Index which is lodged at the Na- 
tional Statistical Coordination Board (NSCB). 

We would like to dispel any notion that the 
SHIP was a confidential or a secret operation. 
Jt was conducted for a very specific purpose. 
The results have in fact been used for the in- 
tended purpose: in conjunction with other 
available information, to provide bases for the 
DAs hunger mitigation programs. 

Neither were the results suppressed or hid- 
den. These were shared with all parties whose 
interests in the results coincided with the origi- 
nal purpose of the survey. 

‘The DA has a continuing hunger mitigation 
program on the ground. This program was de- 
signed so that the strategies and measures for 
mitigating hunger are balanced with other re- 
lated concerns, e.g, poverty alleviation, em- 
ployment generation, reducing food insecuri- 
ty broadening of production base and improv- 
ing the marketing of agricultural products. 

—ROMEO S. RECIDE, 

director, 

Bureau of Agricultural Statistics, 
Department of Agriculture, 
Ben-Lor Bldg., Quezon Avenue, QC 


A rejoinder to Joker’s ‘deliberate falsehood’ 


IN HIS COMMENTARY TITLED "WHY, WHO IS 
going after the InQumex?" Sen. Joker Arroyo 
depicted the Inquirer as paranoid in respond- 
ing to dangers that are imagined and prepar- 
ing for enemies that “are not there.” (INQUIRER, 
10/8/07) He said no one is going after the In- 
quirer. The Senate is investigating its senators, 
not the INQuinzs, Arroyo said. 

While the senator assured the INquinen that 
ithas nothing to fear from the Senate, he never 
denied threatening reporter Juliet Labog- 
Javellana with contempt during a privilege 
speech. Nay, he did not deny daring the Ingum- 
ER to waive the protection of Republic Act 53 as 
amended. 

The senator's privilege speech has a stifling 
effect on media. Journalists and human rights 
lawyers cannot really be blamed for closing 
ranks in protecting press freedom. Vigilance is 
a virtue, not a vice. It is the people's effective 
weapon against abuse of power. 

That is the point that the senator has totally 
missed. The people cannot take chances in 
the preservation of a free press. Such a zeal- 
ous regard for liberty is what limits the pow- 
erful. It reminds senators not to push their 
luck too far. Had the news articles and editori- 
als in reaction to the senator's privilege 
speech not been printed, would he have gone. 
зо far as to dissociate the Senate and himself 
from the threats "perceived" against the In- 
Quinn? 

Joker not only missed the point, he likewise 
committed deliberate falsehood. He said the 
Inquinen grasped at the “off-tangent straw 
thrown” by a lawyer who has an “axe to grind 
against the Senate” because he “was barred 
from attending any Senate committee hear- 


ings” for “unruly behavior and improper 
knowledge.” 

The lawyer's straw is off-tangent only in the 
point of view of an oblique mind, That lawyer 
has no axe to grind against the Senate. He has 
maintained his respect for the Senate as an i 
stitution—regardless of the profiles and repu- 
tations (altered reputation included) of most 
ofits members. 

‘That lawyer was not “barred from attending 
апу Senate committee hearings.” He was 
barred from attending hearings of only four 
ош of 36 committees. The resolution barring 
him was not signed by six senators. Thus, he 
appeared many times before other Senate 
committees, including ће опе investig 
the Bolante fertilizer scam. But why even bring. 
that up as a motive when the lawyer is now 
free to attend any hearing at the Senate, the 
four Senate committees’ resolution barring 
him having become functus officio? 

“Unruly behavior"? Why focus on reactive 
behavior when the query should be on the 
provocative conduct of a member of the Sen- 
ate who, acting like a monarch, treated a re- 
source person as if she were his lowly subject? 
But then why question the obvious tolerance 
by the senator of the snooty and condescend- 
ing behavior of his colleague? After all, they 
are both honorable men like members of the 
Senate in Caesar's time. 

“Improper knowledge”? That lawyer seems 
to have forgotten more law than what most 
honorable members of the Senate may learn 
for the rest of their remaining years, 

FRANK CHAVEZ, 

117 Gamboa St, 

Legaspi Village, Makati City 
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Libya offers to host talks with MILF 


ЛЕ НАЅ RED ment," Kabalu told the INouiner. фе peace process, said in an inter- tiators have resumed theirexec- outcome of a plebiscite to be 
COTABATO CITY—LIBYA HAS OFFERED TO HOST 3 view with radio station dxMShere. utive meeting in Kuala Lumpur called for that purpose. 
peace negotiations between the Philippine govern- Impatience on Tuesday, inabidtobreakthe ‘I'm optimistic they will be 
ment and the secessionist Moro Islamic Liberation ^ The govemment is becoming Best efforts deadlock in the negotiations. able to hurdle some of the con- 
impatienttoo atthe pace the peace But Dureza said the govern- р tentious issues so we can resume 
Front (MILF). process with the Moro Islamic Lib- ment was trying its best to forge KL meeting formal talks.” Dureza said. 
Libyan President Moammar the Philippines Salem Adem. eration Front (MILF) is moving, a a final peace deal with the rebels The deadlock was caused by dis- 
бада was influential in the  Kabalusaid Adem alsotold MILF Malacafiang official said yesterday. and that the only way to achieve agreements over the issue on teri- Deal MNLF 
decision of the Moro National leaders during a meeting yesterday Earlier, the MILF said it is be- this is through negotiations. tor with the MILF insisting on the Тһе 1996 peace agreement 
Liberation Front (MNLF) tosign that Saif AHslam Gaddafi, said to coming edgy because of what it Не also said that the help of inclusion of atleast 1000 villages in with the MNLF led to the form- 
a peace agreement with the be his father’s successor, wanted to sees as government-instigated every Filipino is needed so that the Bangsamoro Juridical Entity ing of the Southern Philippines 
government in 1996. meet Mindanao leaders іп а bid to delays hounding the resump- peace would eventually be (ВЛЕ) without preconditions. Development Authority (SPDA) 
consolidate efforts that would lead оп of the peace talks. achieved on the island. The government is steadfast on and the assumption into office 
Ambassador’s message to a peace agreement. “И the MILF and other stake- “Тһе peace negotiations are its position that only about 600 vil- by MNLF chair Nur Misuari ag 
Eid Kabalu, MILF civil-mili- “He wanted the meeting holders were impatient, the gov- everybody's concern, vour con- lages could be provisionally includ- governor of the Autonomous 
tary relations chief, said Libya's through the facilitation of the emment is more so because the cern, my concern, our concern ed in the discussion for territory. Region in Muslim Mindanac 
desire to host the peace negoti- MILF to happen before the year problem on peace and order isba- because we are the stakehold- Тһе government also said Edwin Fernandez, Charlie 
ations was relayed to them by ends. Of course, itwill be closely зіс to development,” Secretary Je- ers," Dureza said. that the final composition of the Ѕейаѕе and Jeoffrey Maitem, 
former Libyan Ambassador to coordinated with the govern- sus Dureza, presidential adviseron Government and MILF nego- territory would depend on the Inquirer Mindanao 


500 families | RP corals 

flee homes [RR ss. iud ns 
as soldiers, j global warming 
NPAs clash By Yolanda Sotelo-Fuertes 

By Carla B Gomez | э-ү SES. i i Inquirer Northern Luzon 
Inquirer Visayas r - i 


ALAMINOS CITY—THE COUN- 


m iw уз coral beds may be underwater. 

BACOLOD CITY—AT LEAST 500 e A J but they are not immune from фе 
families from a mountain village у i effects of global warming, a scien- 
in Calatrava, Negros Occidental j B à i tist who pioneered the study of 
fled their homes in the wake of В corals in the Philippines warned. 
clashes between the military and ә AS f Dr Edgardo Gomez, the 
communist rebels. С : B — у S founding director of the Univer- 

The families, who feared get- г { AA sity of the Philippines Marine 
ting caught in the crossfire, have Science Institute, said the coun- 
evacuated to the town proper ü i trys corals are already under 
and have been given shelter by j у | threat from bleaching and illegal 
the municipal government, ac- li 5 Д fishing, but ocean “acidification” 
cording to provincial social wel- | g caused by excessive carbon 
fare officer Liane Garcia. Ч à dioxide in the atmosphere 

‘The gunfights had been going * М Р d (which also causes global warm- 
on since Monday after suspected : : 5 t) ing) is a more "serious concern." 
rebels ambushed and wounded т 6, $ S 
two members of a patrol team of = с fd S Acidic water 
soldiers. z “Carbon dioxide in the atmo- 

Calatrava Mayor Alfonso ae DENNISJATSANTOSINQURER MINDANAO | sohere eventually finds its way to 
Baguio Jr. said some 3,000 resi- Because of increasing prices of land and lack of opportunities in the rural areas, landless Filipinos opted to build their shacks along and dissolves in the oceans, caus- 
dents of Barangays Macasilao, | seashoresin urban areas, like this one in Piapi Boulevard, Davao City. ing the water to become ‘acidie..1 


Hilub-ang and Cruz evacuated reducing the ability of the coral 
after the rebel ambush on gov- x г reefs to deposit calcium carbonate 
ernment soldiers on Monday. 1 1 1 d t Iks or caleify” Gomez said. 
ооо. Mindanao railway plan revived in ta rel me 
from Barangay Hilub-ang bonate (which coral polyps use to 
(2,288 persons) while the rest DAVAO CITY—THE IDEA TO EAGA is an economic group- оп the mechanisms of the pro- gested that to make things easi- build protective structures around. 
came from Macasilao (500 per- put ир a Mindanao railway sys- ing involving Brunei, Indonesia, posal. er, LGUs could form a corpora- hem) to becgme weaker and sus- 
sons) and Cruz (143 persons).  temwasrevivedanewherewith Malaysia and the Philippines. tion ceptible to scratches and erosion. 
Baguio said food assistance had а foreign company expressing Closer to goal While LGUs have yet to com- ^ Gomez said when this happens, 
been provided to the evacuees interest to pour in funds to help Break Santos said Lao has proposed Santos said MCC was ex- predators, like the parrot fish, will 
who started arriving in the town finance the project. Antonio Santos, BIMP.EAGA аг the project will be under- pecting to conduct a study on [ave easier time to eat the polyps 
center on Monday aftemoon. The Mindanao railway sys- Business Council (BEBC) chair, taken under a build-operate- the project by next month. and embedded algae in the coral. 
Early Tuesday soldiers and tem has long been a dream said in his report to the BIMP. transfer (BOT) scheme but Aside from the railway pro- ^ Gomezischairofthe Southeast 
suspected rebels engaged ina 15- among Mindanao officials but EAGA 15th Senior Officials Kasim expressed preference for ject, Santos also reported that Asis/Philippines Center of Excel! 
minute gun battle in the bound- the idea failed to take-off even Meeting (SOM) that formally joint-venture agreements with atleast 20 possible partnerships Jence of the Global Environment 
ary of Barangays Macasilao and with the aggressive support of opened Tuesday at the Marco local government units (LGUs). between EAGA members have Facility and World Bank Coral 
Menchaca, said Maj. Nathaniel then Sen. Santanina Rasul. Polo Hotel here that the idea Under  Kasims proposal, been discussed. Reef Targeted Research and Ca- 
Villasor, 303rd Infantry Brigade Вих on Tuesday during the con- was already discussed between LGUs would put up 60 percent These included property de- pacity Building for Management 
Civil Military Operations фе tinuation ofthe East Asean Growth him and Faisal Kasim, MCC ofthe funds needed forthe con- velopment—including housing Program, He was guest during a 
Villasor said soldiers received Area (EAGA) Investment Confer. chief executive officer. struction of the railway system development projects, joint recent conference here on coastal 
reports that two female rebels ence here, London-based MCC Santos said Mindanao Busi- while his company will take ventures in mining projects, governance, where the status of 
were killed during the clash but Capital Projects Lid. expressed in- ness Council (MinBC) chair Vi- charge of the remaining 40 per- biodiesel and seafood process- cora] reefs in the Lingayen Gulf 
their comrades brought along terest to start a feasibility study on cente Lao was also present dur- cent. ing. Judy Quiros, Inquirer and Zambales was discussed. 
their bodies. the Mindanao railway system. ing the discussion that centered Santos said Kasim also sug- Mindanao 


Death in the sea 


5 He said as the ocean becomes 
Woman US Army exec unaware о S coup role 5m 
stop growing and eventually 

disintegrate. 

The acidification of the ocean 
would affect not only corals but 
other sea shells and mollusks as 
well, he said. 

‘The present pH level (measure 
of acidity) of oceans in the world is 
slightly below 8.3, which, Gomez. 
said, is the normal level. He said 
corals might start to dissolve when 
the pH level drops below 8. 

‘Gomez, who has been studying: 
corals since 1976, said the problem 


By Tonette Orejas Despite that and the distance, 
Inquirer Central Luzon she said: “I love my dad very 
much.” 

CAPAS, TARLAC—UNTIL NOW Lt. 

Ayessa Toler of the United States Busy schedule 

Navy does not know why her fa- Toler said she has yet to visit 
thes Lt. Col Tiburcio Fusilero, her father or call him in Cebu 
joined the failed coup against then City because she has been pre- 
President Corazon Aquino led by occupied with overseeing the 
his classmate, then Col. Gregorio two-day medical and dental 
"Gringo" Honasan, in 1987 and missions in the upland village of 
1989. Sta. Juliana here. 

What Toler, who was born in “There's so much work to do is not yet manifest but at the rat’ 
the Philippines, knows isher fa- around here. I feel really happy E the emission of greenhouse gases 
ther continues to ground her to being here, of going back to my s Ree " particularly of carbon dioxide, is in 
her roots, the reason she says roots and helping out here. d creasing in the atmosphere, acidifi 
she enjoys organizing the medi- love the kids," Toler said. аса cf фи ОНДУ ocn чей} 
cal missions forthe Amphibious һе spoke warmly with Aeta abig problem after SO years. 
Landing Exercise (Phiblex) here children, asking them їп Fil- 1 9 / vm 
for the Armed Forces of the іріпо how their medical or den- , Carbon rising 
Philippines and the US military, tal examinations or their par- He said a number of scientifi 


ents’ requests for medicines һай Y А papers showed that there was а 
17-year absence pee M А 3 


£ d steep- slope in the rate of in 
This is the first time that To- 9 , ? crease of atmospheric carbon 
er, 28, returned to the Philip- Allin the family [4 т. я dioxide in the past several years 
pines since leaving to study in Тһе villagers sought her out He said the amount of carbon 
the United States in December for inquiries. Some 1,000 resi- 


dioxide in the ocean was about 
1990. dents have been assisted during - 220 par per Эйн GPD 


Of her father’s involvement the two days, she said. US LT. AYESSA Toler talks with a US Army officer during a break in military exercises in Aeta villages. 200 years ago. 
in moves to overthrow the ad- Toler is planning similar mis- Toler is daughter of one of the plotters of two failed coups against former President Corazon Aquino. It is now 400 ppm and was 


ministration of former Presi- sions in villages around Fort TONETTEORESINQUAEACENTRALLUZON projected to reach 500 ppm at 
dent Corazon Aquino, she said: Magsaysay in Nueva Ecija, an- the end of the century. 


{don't remember what was go- other venue of the Phiblex. ganization because a military volvement in the military, her pine Army. He said the acidification may 
ing on. I was too young to un- She entered the US Navy in life was a “family tradition.” mother is a military nurse and Tolers husband is a lieu- be gradual but will happen si 


derstand, really don't know. 2003, saying she joined the or- Aside fmm her father’s in- her brother is with the Philip- tenantin the US Navy. multaneouslv all aver the world. 
р : 


BRUCE Willis Sing. 
shows his medal to 
the media upon. 
arrival at the Naia 2. 
Sing was voted Most 
Outstanding Boy 
Scout of the Asia- 
Pacific held in Tokyo, 
Japan on Oct. 18-20, 


JESSYUSON 


By Niña Catherine Calleja 
Los Bafios, Laguna 


ESPITE INTERMITTENT RAINS, 
the Boy Scouts of the Philippines 
(BSP) kicked off its 14th Nation- 
al Jamboree on Oct. 23 with fun 
and "learning-by-doing" activi- 
ties, which incorporate lessons 
ranging from public governance 
to making of handicraft special- 
ties from different regions. 


At least 17,000 boys and senior scouts 
from all over the country are participating 
in the five-day event. They have put up 
tents at the 54-hectare campsite at the 
Philippine Scouting Center for Asia-Pacific 
Region in the 1,100-meter Mt. Makiling. 

The BSP is the largest uniformed youth 
organization in the country and the third 
largest in the world with а membership of 
2.7 million. 

Female young scouts, called the 
Roverettes and numbering over 100, and 
senior scoutmasters have joined the boys in 
the “extreme challenges,” such as elephant 
walk, net wall crossing, rope tunnel, spider 
web and swinging rubber tire. 


Female scouts 

The inclusion of the female scouts is in 
line with the scouts’ aim of gender equality, 
said Bobby Manzano, BSP public relations 
committee chair. 

"Some girls are really interested in what 
the boy scouts are doing,” Manzano said. 
‘The BSP is responsible for protecting the fe- 
male scouts, he said. 

Manzano said the scouts were taught out- 
door skills, such as survival cooking, water 
gathering, and map and compass reading. 

"Fun and adventure activities are just ve- 
hicles for the leadership skills and moral 

room Values of the young boys,” he 

said, stressing that the BSP had 
been improving the quality of 
the scouting program. 

In the "learning by doing? activ- 
ity, 10 booths have been set up to 
accommodate an average of 1,000 
scouts per booth and engaged in 
learning a particular lesson. 

Local councils coming from 10 
regions give lessons on how to 
make bracelets and necklaces out 
of decorative knots, arrange plas- 
tic flowers and plants, and as- 
semble a cooking burner Ernesto 
Baluyot, BSP camp director, said 
the lessons aimed to showcase 
the specialties of the regions and 
make these byproducts available 
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‘SCOUTS, both girls and boys, participate in the 14% National Jamboree in Mt. Makiling in Laguna. 


to the participants. 

Manzano said the activity would test 
how effectively the scouts could transfer 
their skills to other people. 

The activities are in line with the theme, 
“Isang Mundo, Isang Pangako (One World, 
One Promise),” with the scouts expected to 
Overcome barriers of differing cultures, 
creeds and ideologies. 

While some boys were engaged in handi- 
crafts, 23 scouts were having а small-group 
forum dubbed "Kapehan sa Jamboree." They 
discussed pressing issues and their communi- 
ty involvement and responsibilities. 

John Carlo Reyes, who is from Laguna, 
said being a scout was not just wearing the 
uniform but applying values and skills in in- 
teracting with people and helping the com- 
munity. 

Another scout from Valenzuela City, John 
Carlo Zabala, said that by joining the Gov- 
ernance Camp, he was exposed to issues of 
graft and corruption in the country. A high 
school student, Zabala has volunteered to 
Join anticorruption groups. 


“LEARN by 
doing” 
handicrafts is 
among the 
lessons being 
taught in the 
five-day scouts 
jamboree. 


“Being a boy scout is living up to the du- 
ties ofa good citizen,” he said. 

The Governance Camp is a project estab- 
lished by the Ten Outstanding Boy Scouts of 
the Philippines Association (Tobspa) in 


2005. It aims to involve the youth in cam- 
paigns against graft and corruption. 

On Friday the BSP will choose the Ten Out- 
standing Boy Scouts of the Philippines from 
among 26 finalists from different regions. 


Historical lighthouse in Calatagan needs rehabilitation 


The Coast 
Guard 
Auxiliary 
wants to 
promote 
the Cape 
Santiago 
Lighthouse 
asa 
‘cultural 
center . 


By Marlon Alexander Luistro 
Calatagan, Batangas 


N THE EARLY DAYS OF MARI- 
time travel, the lighthouse of 
Cape Santiago safely guided in- 
ternational shipping vessels 
crossing the Verde Island Pas- 
sage, San Bernardino Strait and 
Manila Bay. 

Also known as the Faro de Punta Santia- 
go, the 51-foot tower on a cliff was estab- 
lished by the Spanish authorities in the 
1890s, which modeled it after the medieval 
castles in Europe. 

Old-timers believe that Cape Santiago 
was used as a Japanese camp during World 
War II. It had an underground tunnel that 
led straight to the sea. 

Made of bricks and lime cement, the red 
structure has withstood earthquakes, ty- 
phoons and other natural calamities, includ- 
ing the ravages of the Filipino-Spanish, Fil- 
ipino-American and Filipino Japanese wars. 

‘Today, however, the lighthouse is no longer 
open to the public. No roads lead to it since the 
adjacent lands are now privately owned. Its 
state of neglect and dilapidation has prompt- 
ed the Philippine Coast Guard Auxiliary (PC- 
GA) to restore it to its original design. 


Guide 


"The lighthouse is the oldest remaining 
structure in Calatagan today. Aside from 
promotion as tourism site, Cape Santiago 
will be a perfect gift to the town's centenni- 
al celebration in 2011,” said Ltsg. Derrick 
Manas of the 501st PCGA Squadron, who 
heads the Task Force Lighthouse. 

‘The PCGA wants to promote Cape Santiago 
as the “cultural center of Calatagan,” where 
people can hold concerts, beauty pageants, 
graduations, stage plays, photography and 
painting sessions, and other events. 

Its squadron also plans to transfer its 

А 


THE CAPE Santiago Lighthouse, also known as Faro de Punta Santiago, іп Calatagan, Batangas, 


is now deteriorating. Efforts to restore the structure are under way. 


headquarters to the lighthouse. 

Lighthouses are not only popular tourist 
attractions though. They also serve as com- 
pass for vessels in the high seas. Usually, 
they are found along shallow coastal areas. 

"When the US captured the Philippines from 
Spain in 1898, the Americans inherited close to 
60 lighthouses and minor lights built by the 
Spanish colonial authorities,” said American 
author Russ Rowlett in an article that appeared 
in the University of North Carolina website. 

While many of the major Spanish light- 
houses have survived and still in service, 
others have been ruined, Rowlett said. The 
website listed 27 major lighthouses in the 
Philippines, including the Pulo Caballo in 
Corregidor, Siete Pecados in Panay, and 
Cape Bojeador in Ilocos Norte. 
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MARLON ALDANDERLUSTRO 


In Batangas, there are Cape Santiago in 
Calatagan and Cape Malabrigo in Lobo. 

Like old churches and houses, Manas 
seid, Cape Santiago has long been aban- 
doned. Nobody maintained and preserved 
its natural beauty. Its original light source is 
missing; an automatic light bulb donated by 
theJapan International Cooperation Agency 
switches on at sunset and off at sunrise. 

The light device on top of the tower, 
reached by a long, winding flight of stairs, 
is no longer being used because it is very 
costly to operate it, Manas said. 

On April 18, 1995, the PCG, under then 
Commodore Arturo Capada, signed a mem- 
orandum of understanding (MOU) with 
former Batangas Gov. Jose Antonio Leviste, 
president of the Resort Association of the 


Philippines Inc. (Rapi), to develop Cape 
Santiago as a tourism site. 

But the group has failed to do its task for 
the past 12 years and even reclaimed sea 
portions “unauthorized by the MOU,” Man- 
as said. An internal report issued by then 
PCG Capt. Alejandro Flora on June 23, 
2003 said Rapi had reclaimed "more or less 
9,000 square meters of sea area adjacent to 
the Cape Santiago Lighthouse.” 

Flora said the MOU only authorized Rapi 
to “improve the existing building and de- 
velop landscape the surrounding areas.” 


Undeveloped 

Jessie de los Reyes, chair of the Calatagan 
Municipal Fisheries and Aquatic Resources 
Management Council, claimed that the recla- 
mation covered at least 1.8 hectares of sea 
grass beds and coral reefs, which reportedly 
Grove away fish and other marine creatures. 

The project not only affected the rich 
coastal resources in the area but also deprived 
some 300 families of their earnings from gath- 
ering sea shells and shrimps, he said. 

“What really hurts is that the lighthouse 
was not restored but renovated. Too many al- 
terations happened. Some of its antiques, 
particularly bronzes, are gone and the woods 
‘were replaced with cement," he added. 

The PCG plans to terminate the contract 
with Rapi, Commodore Darwin Torres, PC- 
GA commander, said in a phone interview. 
“We're on top of it,” he said. 

On Aug. 5, the barangay council of Bagong 
Silang in Calatagan issued Resolution No. 14 
regarding the request of the PCGA to adopt 
and restore Cape Santiago Lighthouse. 

‘Assoon as the municipal government ap- 
proves the resolution, Manas said he would 
establish a Calatagan Heritage Foundation, 
composed of PCGA members and town resi- 
dents, to help raise funds for the lighthouse 
rehabilitation project. 

He dreams of having Cape Santiago de- 
dared a national historical monument by the 
National Historical Institute and a national 
cultural treasure by the National Museum. 
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PARA SA LAHAT 
HOUSING FAIR П 


October 23 - 25, 2007 


Developers recognize that the government's efforts to energize 
the housing sector have contributed to the current housing boom. 
Now, the Housing Fair may be counted as one of those efforts. 


The current growth in the housing market is proving to be more 
sustainable that previous booms. The growth is driven by demand, both 
from the local and the OFW sector. The sustainability, on the other 
hand, is being fueled by greater responsibility among developers, 
especially in the risk sharing with financing institutions. Another factor is 
government's efforts to create a favorable climate for growth in the 
housing industry. 


For developer Roy Calleja, Subdivision and Housing Developers 
Association (SHDA) national president, the housing market is one area 
where government involvement is a good thing. 


"Whenever we see the government making an effort to do something, 
we are encouraged," he says. 


Chief among those efforts is President Gloria Macapagal Arroyo's 
issuance of Executive Order number 45 back in 2001, prescribing the 
time periods for the issuance of housing-related certifications, 
clearances and permits of concerned national agencies and the local 
government unit. This has resulted in faster approval and 
implementation of housing projects. 


Another major initiative is the lowering of 
interest rates on housing loans, 
particularly in the Pag-IBIG Fund, 

the government's premier shelter 
financing agency. This has made 
housing more affordable to a greater 
number of people, and is also Г 
causing a shift in the housing market. 
In the past, Metro Manila employees 
could only afford to buy homes in 

the suburbs. Today, the lower 

monthly amortizations and lower 

net disposable income 

requirement due to the decrease. 

in interest rates plus the savings 

оп cost of transportation have put 
them in the market for affordable 
condominium units in the city 


And now the Housing Fair 

program is proving to be another 

such boon, not just to home buyers but also to the housing industry. 
Now on its second year, the program allows government shelter 
agencies and GFls to sell their foreclosed assets at favorable terms to 
low- and middle-income employees. 


"The idea is very good. | think the government should do this more 
often. Disposing of foreclosed assets has not been given enough 
attention in the past, and it's dragging the shelter financing system," 
Calleja states. 


"In doing this, you are not only providing homes for those who need it, 
but you're also making the financial institutions healthy,” he adds. 


With all these things, plus the continued teamwork between 
government and the private sector, the sunny days in the housing 
sector could indeed last longer. Of course, the person at the helm of 
the sector has also been a key factor. 


“Having the number two person in the land heading housing is a 
something very important. Things move a lot faster,” Calleja says. 


"Vice President Noli De Castro has been working silently, efficiently, 
without much fanfare. He has allowed this system of openness, of 
mutual help between the developers’ group and the government. 
Everything has been improving because of the openness of both 
developers and the government to dialogue. It's a joint realization that 
we have to help each other." 


Turning More Workers 
Into Home Buyers 


Response to the very first Housing Fair, held last year at the Glorietta Mall, was so 
enthusiastic that Vice President Noli de Castro, Chairman of the Housing and Urban 
Development Coordinating Council (HUDCC), decided to extend the event by one day to 
accommodate the number of people who were interested in buying a house from among 
the foreclosed properties being offered on sale. 


The success of the event, coupled with insistent demand by the public, has prompted the 
HUDCC to organize Housing Fair II, to be held from October 23 to 25, 2007 at the 
Megatrade Hall | of the SM Megamall, Mandaluyong City. 


Participating this year are the Home Guaranty Corp., Housing and Land Use Regulatory 
Board, National Home Mortgage Finance Corp., National Housing Authority, Pag-IBIG 
Fund, Social Housing Finance Corp., the Government Service Insurance System, the 
Social Security System, and the Bangko Sentral ng Pilipinas. 


With the theme ‘Serbisyong Tapat, Abot-Kayang Pabahay para sa Lahat’ the Fair will be 
open to government and private sector employees, as well as OF Ws. 


Over 40,000 foreclosed properties and acquired assets will be offered on sale at 
discounted prices, with interest rates as low as 6% per annum and repayment period as 
long as 30 years. 


Actual discounts and terms for the sale of properties vary, depending on the seller agency i 


or institution. 
Private developers will also offer brand new housing units in their respective projects. 
According to the Vice President, the Housing Fair is now going to be yearly event. 


“As the economy continues to improve, we expect to see additional families every year 
that will be able to afford to buy their own home, whether it's a foreclosed property, or a 
brand new unit from one of the housing developers. The Housing Fair will be something 
for them to look forward to” he said. 


For more information, please contact the following Housing Fair secretariat offices: 
NCR - (02)8114122/ 8126495; Baguio - (074)4433338; Legaspi - (052)8205344; 
Пойо - (033)3350665; Cebu - (032)2341450; 
Davao - (082)2224322; Cagayan De Oro - (08822)2725965 
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‘Home at Last 


The Bobis family has been renting for ten years. -moving from one apartment to another, in diferent 
cities. Now, thanks to the Housing Fair, they are well and truly settled. 


On October 27 aud 28 last year thousands of people lined up inside the Glorietta mall for the first 
Housing Fair organized by the Housing and Urban Development Coordinating Council, hoping to 
take advantage of the discounted prices and low interest housing loans оп more than 50,000 
foreclosed housing units being offered by various government agencies and financing institutions. 


Jessicu Bobis, housewife and mother of three, was one of those people. 


Jessica's family had heen renting for almost ten years in Sia. Mesa, Manila; Quezon City and 
| Caloocan Cig hefore her husband Bienvinido, or "Ben," heard of the Pag-IBIG Fimd's 

Rent-to-Own program (TRO). They found a place in San Mateo, Rizal being offered under the 
program thet suited their needs. 


F- The Housing Fair came ot just the right time for them. Since the unit they had been renting at 
Толе monthly rates for almus! five years is an acquired property of Pag-IBIG, they could buy it 
through а housing loan under the terms of Housing Fair program. 


They were very good terms. Pag-lBIG offered a 15% discount off the appraised value for units 
acquired through a housing loan. The interest rate is only 6% per аптит from the lowest loan value 
ap o P2 million, unlike the graduated rates under the Find regular housing loan program. 
Maximum repayment period was 30 years. 


Ben, now a Pag-IBIG Overseas Program (POP) member. completed the requirements for their 
housing loan while on vacation. “Mabilis naman yung pagproseso ng Pag-IBIG tapos mahabair 
ung mga empleyado, "Jessica recall 


Моле the Bobis family is among the more than 2,000 families whose loans have been taken ош by 
Pag-BIG through the Housing Fair program since last year. And thev are truly thankfil. 


“Dahil ха programa ni Vice President Noli De Castro na Housing Рай; nagkaroon kami ng 
 pagkakataon na mailoan ang bahay na йо, sa napakamurang halaga ш napakabahang interes, "Jessica suys. 
“Masasabing amin na ito, ang kailangan lang mabayaran namin, ” she adds. 


After a decade of moving from one place to another, they аге now оте. 


WELCOAT forward Nic Belasco (center) carves some space in a battle for possession against the Red Bull pair of Carlo Sharma (left) and 
Celino Cruz in their game last night, ‘AUGUST DELACRUZ 
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* VGA Camera • FM Radio » 16 Polyphonic Ringtones 
Plus, shake your booty with a FREE Beyoncé ringtone! 


TEXT BEYONCE то 2222 FOR FREE INFO, 


Samsung Caso Is also available on Postpaid, FREE at Plan s00 
{also with FREE a concert tickets plus 1 Beyonce CDI) 
Call 891-9999 for reservations and Inquiries, 


Tickets are available at TicketWorld outlets, 


Ku TELEVISION" там: 

Each concert ticket is worth voco. 

Only avalable at Globe Business Centers Nationwide. 

Offer avaliable starting October 26, 2007, 

Promo Perlad: Oct. 26-Nov. 1, Per DTI-NCR Permit No. 336, Seles of 2007, 
© 2007 Globe Telecom, Inc. 
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More Sports stories 
on A21 to 24 


! rin Kings; 
Bulls score 


GAMES TOMORROW (Araneta Coliseum) 
4:35 p.m —Coca-Oola vs Alaska 
7:20 p.m—Purefoods vs Magnolia 


By Musong R. Castillo 
MAC CARDONA, PRODDED BY HIS COACH 


to change his game to adapt to the relaxed 
rules, tossed in 20 points and grabbed nine 


| rebounds to lead Talk М Text to a 111-102 


decision of Barangay Ginebra last night in 
the Philippine Cup eliminations. 

After getting tossed around in their last out 
ing, Cardona bounced back and took the 
Phone Pals along for the ride as Tallc'N Text al- 
зо rebounded from a bad beating to improve 
to 2-1 atthe Araneta Coliseum, 

“In the last two days of practice, 1 kept 
telling them that the most important thing 
right now is how we bounce back,” Pumaren 
said, referring to their 112-96 loss to Purefoods 
asa time they were "raped and mangled,” 

“I told them that when you get in there, I 
don't want to see you asking for fouls,” he 
added. “I think thats the way we have to ad- 
Just. Instead of crying, asking for fouls, come 
back and play defense." 

Cardona did change the way he played, but 
almost lost his head on a couple of occasions. 
before burning the defending champions. 

He scored 10 points in the second period 
and then had eight of his total in fourth as the 
Phone Pals broke away with several 18-point 
leads to cushion a desperate rally by the Kings, 
who dropped to an even 1-1 

Earlier, Junthy Valenzuela scored 27 points, 
including 16 in the first seven minutes of the 
fourth period, to key a Red Bull breakaway 
and an 86-75 victory over Welcoat. 

The 6-foot-2 swingman, left with most of 
the scoring load after the departure of three 
key players to trades last year, outscored the 
entire Welcoat team in that span to gift the 
Bulls their first win in two games. 

“Lam just really trying to step up in their ab- 
sence," Valenzuela told reporters in 
referring to Enrico Villanueva, Larry Fonacier 
and Lordy Tugade, who found their way to 
San Miguel. 

The Scores: 

First Game 

RED BULL 86——iderzuda 27, Pennisi 12, Sharma 11, 
Robinson B, Bagulo 8, Cruz 5, Adriano 5, Bula 4, embrere 3, 
Hrabak 3, Andaya O, Njorda 0. 

ELCONT 75—Devanca 19, Bosco 17, Reyes 11, Wain- 
Wight 10, banaz, Dulay 4, Arana 2, Bagulon 2, Geli 2 Lopez 
2, Ballesteros 0, Sta. Mar. 

Quarters: 19-16, 38-42, 82-56, 86-75 

Second бата 

TALK "N TEXT 111—Cardona 20, Alapag 17, Ввапо 17. 
ишао 13, Taulava 10, Washington 9, Carey 9, Alado 8, De 
Ocampo Mama. 

BARANGAY GINEBRA 102—Tuid 22, Reavis 15, Salva- 
clon 13, Мата? 12, Macapagal 11, Апай 10, Helterbrand 10, 
Halper L204, Aquino O, Escalon 0, Abartnts C. 

Quarters: 29-28, 82-51, 82-71, 111-102 


Avena forges 
duel vs Park 


GEN. TRIAS, CAVITE—ABE AVENA OF MT. 
Malarayat parred the last hole to beat Rodel 
Mangulabnan of Northwoods, 1 up, yester- 
day and set up a semifinal meeting with de- 
fending champion Park Jung-soo even as 
Lino Magpantay and Marty Ilagan also ad- 
vanced in the men's division of the National 
Tournament of Club Champions presented 
by HSBC and INQUIRER бош 

The 12th seeded Avena came back from 
three holes down to forge a tie on the 17th 
then hit a knock-down iron from the rough 
well enough to reach the green and secure the 
winning par. Mangulabnan bogeyed from the 
hazard. 

Magpantay, playing for Summit Point, hit a 
"career shot’ on the dreaded 18th hole of the 
Eagle Ridge Faldo course—an against-the- 
wind S-iron that landed just six feet of the 
flag—to oust the favored Jingy Tuason of Sta. 
Elena, 1 up. 

"It felt so good,” said Magpantay, a success- 
ful realtor, of the big shot that gave him anoth- 
er upset win after disposing of third seed Raffy 
Garcia of Forest Hills in the first round Tues- 
day. 

The 61-year-old next faces Marty Ilagan of 
Manila Southwoods who survived Iggy Clave- 
cilla of Alabang, 2 up, 
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HELP THE POOR BUILD VIABLE BUSINESSES! 
SETTING UP & MANAGING EFFECTIVELY 


A MICRO-FINANCE ORGANIZATION 
Nov. 14, 2007, Legend Hotel, 60 Pioneer Street, 
Mandaluyong City. 

* Know the rules, regulatory environment & rationale in 
establishing micro-finance organizations. 

* Learn from resource experts & practitioners: current tools, 
products, techniques, trends & best practices in managing 


Murder raps vs Gonzalez zzz 


Inc., Phil. Federation of Credit Cooperatives, and DBP. 
Who should attend? Corporate organizations, NGOs, 


DOJ reverses dismissal of charges | шсш ырыбы 


opportunities in micro-finance. Early Bird registrants (on or 
before Oct. 26, 2007) get a 10% discount OR 10% group 


against trader in stepbrother’s slay (7600191 


By Leila B. Salaverria 


ACTING JUSTICE SECRETARY AGNES DE- 
vanadera has reversed the findings of a 
Manila prosecutor who earlier recommend- 
ed the dismissal of the charges filed against. 
businessman Luis Gonzalez and his driver, 
Antonio Buenaflor, in connection with the 
death of Gonzalez's stepbrother and the at- 
tack on his companion last March. 

In her Oct. 15 resolution, Devanadera or- 
dered the filing within 10 days of charges of 
murder and less physical injuries against 
Gonzalez and Buenaflor who are accused of 
killing Federico Delgado and mauling An- 
nalisa Pesico inside Delgado's house in 
Malate, Manila last March 10. 

She noted that Pesico had positively 
identified the two as the persons who 
stabbed Delgado and then mauled her be- 
fore locking her up in а closet. 

“Consistent with the established jurispru- 
dence on the matter the positive identification 
of respondents as the perpetrators has to pre- 
vail over their denials and alibis she said. 

“While respondents and their witnesses 
may have claimed that (Gonzalez and Bue- 
naflor) were elsewhere when the offenses 
were committed, there is nonetheless no 
clear and convincing evidence showing that 
it was truly impossible for them to be at the 

f the crimes and commit them. The 
possibility is not foreclosed that indeed they 
could have been there and have committed 
the offenses charged,” Devanadera added. 

In recommending the dismissal of the 
complaints against the two suspects, acting 
City Prosecutor of Manila Cielitolindo 
Luyun said that "unbiased and disinterest- 
ей witnesses" had testified that Gonzalez 
‘was at the Makati Medical Center before, 
during and after his stepbrother's death. 

He noted that there was another witness 
who corroborated Buenaflor's statement 
that he was in a restaurant on Roxas Boule- 
vard when Gonzalez was killed. 

“But according to Devanadera, Luyun 
himself said that it would not have been im- 
possible for Gonzalez to be at the crime 
scene and then return to the hospital. The 
same could also be said of his driver, he 
added. 

“The positive and categorical identifica- 
tion of respondents by complainant Annal- 
iga, which we find to be more credible than 
bare denial and alibi, more than meets the 
quantum of evidence necessary in a prelim- 
inary investigation,” the justice official 
said. л 

7 The Inquirer tried to reach the families of 
oth Gonzalez and Delgado for comment, but 
calls to their cell phones were unanswered. 


MMDA, Ynares 
hold talks on 
Metro trash 


By Jeannette I. Andrade 
and Kristine L. Alave 


METROPOLITAN MANILA DEVELOPMENT 
‘Authority Chair Bayani Fernando and Rizal 
Gov. Casimiro Ynares III will discuss today 
the agency's request for the province to ac- 
commodate garbage from the metropolis for 
six more months. 

Ynares spokesperson, Fernan Angeles, 
said they expect a Malacafiang official “to 
mediate” the talks between the Rizal provin- 
cial government and the MMDA. 

‘The governor earlier announced that the 
recently opened Rodriguez landfill would ac- 
commodate the waste generated by Metro 
Manila residents only until today. 

Ynares said the 19-hectare dump was for 
the province's exclusive use and the MMDA 
should start looking for alternative dumps or 


noone 
Ets YOU KNOW. j 


THE AMERICAN colonial government in the. 
Philippines established in 1901 the Insular 
Museum of Ethnology, Natural History and 
Commerce. Itis now known as the National 
Museum of the Philippines. 

The museum complex located In Ermita, 
Manila, includes the former Legislative Building 
and the former Department of Finance building. 

Cyril L. Bonabente, Inquirer Research 
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Very few things in life 
can be this simple. 


Like getting a personal loan online with GE Money Bank. 


Log on. Apply. Submit. 
Visit www.gemoneybank.com.ph 


It's safe, secure and totally hassle-free. No complications. 


This is simply better banking. 
This is GE Money Bank. 
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Security measures in place for November holidays 


By Allison W. Lopez, 
Julie M. Aurel 
and Tina G. Santos 


POLICE IN SOME PARTS OF 
Metro Manila have already put 
in place security measures for 
the observance of All Saints’ 
Day on Nov. 1 and All Souls’ Day 
on Nov. 2. 

Several roads near cemeter- 
ies in Manila will be closed to 
traffic, the Manila Police Dis- 
trict Traffic Enforcement Unit 
said yesterday. 

MPDTEU chief, Supt. Roberto 
de la Rosa, said public utility ve- 
hicles would be rerouted while 
certain parking areas would be 
designated for the convenience 
of people visiting their loved 
onesin the city’s cemeteries. 

Roads near Manila cemeter- 
ies like Aurora Boulevard from 
Dimasalang to Rizal Avenue, 
Blumentritt from A. Bonifacio 
to P Guevarra, Dimasalang 
from Makiling to Blumentritt, 
Retiro from Dimasalang to Blu- 
mentritt, P Guevarra from 
Cavite to Pampanga and L. 
Rivera from Cavite to Bulacan 
would also be closed to traffic 
from4a.m. to 8 p.m. on Nov. 1. 


On the other hand, Rizal Av- 
enue, Jose Abad Santos, Tayu- 
man, Dimasalang and Makiling 
Streets would remain open. 

A command post manned by 
the Philippine National Police 
and Metropolitan Manila Devel- 
opment Authority would be put 
up at the Dimasalang Circle to 
provide assistance to the public. 

Policemen would also be de- 
ployed to the North Cemetery, 
South Cemetery, La Loma 
Cemetery and the Chinese 
Cemetery to maintain peace 
and order. 

Manila city health officials, 
meanwhile, reminded the pub- 
lic that vendors are prohibited 
from putting up stalls near the 
entrance and exits of cemeter- 
ies. 

In Muntinlupa, around 100 
policemen will be deployed to 
the city’s six cemeteries—the 
Aglipayan Cemetery, Muntinlu- 
pa Public Cemetery, Putatan 
Cemetery, Everest Memorial 
Park, NBP Cemetery and the 
San Nicolas Cemetery in Buli. 

Mayor Aldrin San Pedro has 
also ordered Supt. Alfredo 
Valdez, Muntinlupa police 
chief, to tell his men to watch 


MMDA, Ynares hold talks 


develop new landfills with the 
private sector. 

Cities at the heart of Metro 
Manila like Makati, Pasig, Man- 
daluyong and San Juan are likely 
to be most affected by Rizal's re- 
fusal to accommodate the 
metropolis’ trash because they do 
not have their own landfills. 

Meanwhile, Rodriguez Mayor 
Pedro Cuerpo, who earlier fig- 
ured in a standoff with Ynares 
Over the operation of the 14- 
hectare landfill in his town, 
‘warned that he would close both 
dumps if the MMDA and Metro 
Manila mayors do not enter into 
an agreement directly with him. 

At a press conference yester- 


day in Quezon City Cuerpo 
stressed that should the MMDA 
persist on entering a contract 
with any other government or 
private entity for the dumping of 
garbage in his municipality, Ro- 
driguez would no longer accom- 
modate garbage from the 
metropolis. 

“MMDA Chair Bayani Fernan- 
do and Metro mayors should re- 
view the basis of their decision to 
negotiate the dumping of Metro 
Manila's waste in an illegal 
unauthorized dump іп Ro- 
driguez, Rizal and turn the Metro 
area into a stinking mess,” the 
mayor emphasized. Both land- 
fills are in Rodriguez town. 
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METRO 


out for thieves who may be 
planning to rob houses whose 
residents are either visiting 
their dead or have gone home 
to their provinces. 

“We will also field additional 
mobile cars and motorcycle 
units on major roads and in resi- 
dential areas, churches and oth- 
erestablishments,” Valdez said. 

Subdivisions and villages, in 
particular, will be closely 
watched to prevent “Akyat Ba- 
hay" gangs from breaking into 
houses. 

"Expect more policemen at 
the bus terminals to protect pas- 
sengers on their way to the 
provinces from pickpockets and 
snatchers,” Valdez added. 

The city government is work- 
ing out a traffic rerouting plan 
to ensure smooth traffic flow in 
roads leading to cemeteries. 

“It is important that ай key 
agencies coordinate the smooth 
implementation of our security 
measures. We cannot afford to 
be lax in our ‘Oplan Кашима! 
project," the mayor said. 

The police also advised the 
public not to bring alcoholic 
drinks and deadly weapons to 
cemeteries. 


+ ++ FrompageAl7 
One-third of the 8,000 cu. m. 
of garbage generated by Metro 
Manila used to go to the 14- 
hectare landfill until Ynares or- 
dered its closure and the waste 
diverted into the bigger dump. 
Cuerpo, however, said the new 
landfill does not have any permit. 
Ynares earlier said that Rizal's 
application for an environmental 
compliance certificate (ECC) was 
approved by the Laguna Lake De- 
velopment Authority on Oct. 19. 
LLDA General Manager Edgar- 
do Manda, however, clarified 
that what he gave Ynares was not 
an ECC but a “temporary clear- 
ance” to operate “to cure the defi- 
ciencies" within 90 days. 


PEACE 


THURSDAY, OCTOBER 25, 2007 


A question of trust 


WHERE IN THE WORLD DO 
you find a government that 
begs a convicted grafter to ac- 
cept pardon? 

Only in the Philippines! 

Former Ilocos Sur Gov. Luis 
"Chavit" Singson, who was 
responsible for the downfall 
of his erstwhile friend Presi- 
dent Erap, feels cheated. 

Singson says he and the Fil- 
ipino people were used by this 
administration and dumped 
after it got what it wanted: 
Obtaining conviction for Етар. 

Why the hurry in giving 
Erap “full, free and uncon- 
ditional” pardon barely two 
months after his conviction, 
Singson asks. 

“I was used," the former 
governor and defeated ad- 
ministration senatorial bet 
said. 

Mr. Singson, has it taken 
you this long to realize that? 

But then in politics there 
are no permanent friends, on- 
ly permanent interests. 

‘And since GMA is a com- 
plete politician, it is not sur- 
prising why she behaves the 
way she does. 

And when you go against her 
personal interests, sorry for you! 

Ask some of her former 
supporters and friends and 
you'll know what I mean. 

Speaker Jose de Venecia, 
after reconciling with Presi 
dent Gloria through the medi- 
ation of former President Fi- 
del Ramos, disagrees with the 
popular perception that СМА 
isa lameduck president. 

“She still has powers to 
put together big programs,” 
SDV says. 

There goes JDV with his 
trademark “bola” (flattery). 


Of course, GMA is already 
a lameduck Chief Executive 
after all the issues she has 
been linked to like the “Hel- 
lo Garci" scandal, the NBN- 
ZTE scandal, the blatant 
distribution of bags of mon- 
ey to congressmen and lo- 
cal officials in Malacafiang. 

When people distrust 
their president, the leader 
can’t undertake any project 
without incurring suspicion. 

They question the lead- 
er's motive in everything he 
or she does. 

And the result? The lead- 
er loses power over his or 
her subjects. He or she be- 
comes a lameduck. 

If not for President Gloria's 
timely intervention, Execu- 
tive Secretary Eduardo Ermi- 
ta would have gotten into a 
fight with Interior Secretary 
Ronaldo Puno over the re- 
ported bribery scandal, ас- 
cording to a Palace source. 

Ermita, the Palace source 
said, suspected Puno of being 
the "brains" behind the distri- 
bution of largesse to con- 
gressmen and local officials. 

Ermita reportedly told 
Puno, in front of the President 
that the latter should have 
consulted him on the matter 
since he was on his turf. 

During the heated exchange 
of words, the executive secre- 
tary was allegedly gearing for 
a fight with Puno, but the Pres- 
ident stood in the middle. 

“Sayang,” my source said. 


BRIDGES 


www.peace-foundation.net 


Invitation to join the ongoing event series 
Bridges — Dialogues Towards a Culture of Peace 


FOUNDATION 


from November 2007 to April 2008 in the Philippines 


with keynote speakers 

Prof. Robert A. Mundell 
Nobel Laureate for Economics 
Prof. David J. Gross 
Nobel Laureate for Physics 
Prof. Finn E. Kydland 
Nobel Laureate for Economics 
Prof. David Baltimore 
Nobel Laureate for Medicine 
Prof. Aaron Ciechanover 
Nobel Laureate for Chemistry 
Prof. José Ramos-Horta 
Nobel Laureate for Peace 


James D. Wolfensohn 
former President of The World Bank 


E “Ву enhancing. 


F science, technology 
+ EDT 
ч j a basis for peace 

and development 
"Bridges! may 

lead to a better cooperation for the 

‘advancement of peace, freedom and 

security in Southeast Asia with the 

active involvement of the young 

generation, ASEAN's key 

to the future." 


Jaime Augusto Zobel de Ayala. 
“Bridges” Chairman 


№ 


All events are open and free of charge for the public. Detailed information is available at www.peace-foundation.net 
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Boy’s body found 
POLICE are investigating the death 
ofa young boy whose body was 
found near a dump in Manila yes- 
terday morning. Chief Insp. Alejan- 
dro Yanquiling, head of the Manila 
Police District homicide division, 
seid they are trying to determine. 
the cause of death and identity of 
the boy, described as about 2 to 3 
years old. The victim, who had 
bruises and bumps in the head and 
in different parts of the body, was. 
clad only in a T-shirt, Yanquiling 
said. Investigation showed that the 
victim's body was found at around 
бат. near a pile of garbage in 
front of the house of Lito Catapay at 
541 Road 2, Manotoc Subdivision 
in Gagalangin, Tondo. Yanquiling 
said nobody in the area knew the 
boy, prompting him to suspect that 
the victim's body was just dumped 
there. 

Tina G. Santos 


Guilty of homicide 
A TRICYCLE "barker" has been con- 
victed of homicide for the death of 
his neighbor in Quezon City more 
than two years ago. Judge Bernelito 
R. Fernandez of the QC Regional 
Trial Court Branch 97 sentenced 
Rolly Rolly E. Oñate, a resident of 
IBP Road in Batasan Hills, to 10 to 
14 years in prison for stabbing to 
death Wenceslao Magos. The judge 
also ordered Oñate to pay P50,000 
to the victim's family for moral. 
damages and legal expenses. Court 
records showed that on Sept. 18, 
2005, Oñate and Magos were 
drinking when they had a heated ar- 
gument. The former later stabbed 
the victim several times using a bo- 
lo. In his defense, Oñate stressed 
he was plying his tricycle at the 
time the victim was killed. The 
court, however, found his alibi 
“weak and unacceptable” and noted 
that it did not show, without doubt, 
that he was indeed somewhere else 
when the incident took place. 
Kenneth M. del Rosaria. 
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ANKARA—TURKISH TROOPS HAVE SHELLED 
suspected Kurdish rebel positions across the bor- 
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the WORLD 
urkey readies for incursion into Iraq 


der in Iraq, a government official said on Wednes- 
day before civilian and military leaders gathered 
to discuss the scope and duration of a possible of- 
fensive into northern Iraq. 


‘Turkish artillery units shelled 
rebel positions as recently as 
"Tuesday night after a rebel am- 
bush on Sunday that killed 12 sol- 
diers near the border, the official 
said on condition of anonymity 
because he was not authorized to 
speak to the media. He did not 
say which areas were targeted 
and refused to give further infor- 
mation. 

‘The official denied a newspa- 
per report of a Turkish air strike 
against northern Iraq, and only 
confirmed shelling of rebel posi 
tions by artillery units. Iraqi Kur- 
dish officials also confirmed Turk- 
ish shelling along the border over 
the weekend. 

Turkey, which has moved 
troops to the Iraq border, warned 
Iraq and Western allies on Tues- 
day that a Turkish incursion isim- 
minent unless the US-backed gov- 
emment in Baghdad takes action, 
and said there would be no cease- 
fire with the separatist fighters. 

Turkish leaders face growing 
demands at home to stage the of- 
fensive in northem Iraq, where 
the rebels of the Kurdistan Work- 
ers’ Party—the PKK—rest, train 
and get supplies in relative safety 


before returning to Turkey to con- 
duct attacks. 

Iraq proposed to send a high- 
level delegation to Turkey in afew 
days to discuss the problem. 

Foreign Minister Ali Babacan, 
returning late Tuesday from 
Baghdad, said, “We said that we 
are expecting them to come with 
concrete proposals and otherwise 
the visit will have no meaning,” 

The United States issued its 
most direct demand yet for anti- 
rebel measures from Iraqi Kurds 
who hold effective autonomy 
over territory where Turkish Kurd 
guerrillas have camps. 

Iraqi Prime Minister Nouri al- 
Maliki ordered the closure of all 
offices belonging to the PKK in 
Iraq and said they would not be 
allowed to operate in Iraqi territo- 


mourners 


y sion. 

“We need more than words 
Babacan said. "We said that pre- 
venting the PKK from using the 
Iraqi soil, an end to logistical sup- 
port and all PKK ac inside 
Iraq and closing of its camps are 
needed. We also said its leaders 
need to be arrested and extradit- 
ed to Turkey" 

During the funerals on Tuesday 


Several 


the hands: 
Roj TY 


dl Paci AE Y t 
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the government to order an incur- 


‘Adding to the tensions is the al- 
leged capture of eight Turkish sol- 
diers who have been missing 
since Sunday's ambush. 


pictures showing eight missing 
soldiers—allegedly hostages in 


that is based in Denmark and 


cd Dye, MGR EN 


chanted slogans urging 


flag as a backdrop. 


newspapers printed 


of separatist rebels. 
а pro-Kurdish station 


banned in Turkey on grounds that 
it is a mouthpiece for Kurdish 
rebels, aired footage of what it 
said were soldiers in rebel hands. 
In the footage, the camera pans 
across eight men standing in a 
row in the mountains with a PKK 


‘Turkey seems willing to refrain 
from a major cross-border action 
until at least early next month, 
when it is scheduled to host for- 
eign ministers for a meeting 
about Iraq. US Secretary of State 
Condoleezza Rice has proposed a 


‘TURKISH soldiers take part in a military exercise near the southeast Turkish town of Cizre, some 50 
kilometers from Turkey's Habur border gate to Iraq on Oct. 24. 


of 12 soldiers slain in the week- 
end ambush, tens of thousands 


REUTERS 


meeting among the United 
States, Iraq and Turkey during the 
Nov. 2:3 conference in Istanbul. 
Almost immediately afterward, 
Turkish Prime Minister Recep 
Tayyip Erdogan is expected to go 
то Washington to meet with US 
President George W. Bush. The 
Turkish leader is likely to reiterate 
demands that the US-backed gov- 
emment in Iraq take steps to close. 
off supply lines to the PKK and 
take other measures to reduce the 
groups effectiveness, possibly in- 
duding military action. AP 


‚ THURSDAY, OCTOBER 25, 2007 


Editor Luverne B. Gueco 


Iraq cracks 
down on 
Kurd rebels 


BAGHDAD—IRAQ'S PRIME 
minister ordered a cratkdown 
on Tuesday on Kurdish PKK 
rebels, saying Iraq will no 
longer tolerate the "terrorist" 
group on its soil, amid Turkish 
threats ofa military incursion. 

“The PKK is a bad terrorist or- 
ganization and we have taken a 
decision to close its offices and 
not allow them to work on Iraqi 
soil,” Prime Minister Nouri al- 
Maliki said after he met visiting 
Turkish Foreign Minister Ali 
Babacan. 

“We are putting all our efforts 
to eliminate their terrorist activ- 
ities that threaten Iraq and 
Turkey" said Maliki, who has 
been under pressure from 
Ankara and Washington to act 
against the Iraq-based rebels at- 
tacking Turkey. 

Foreign Minister Hoshyar 
Zebari, who is a Kurd, said 
earlier that Iraq had begun 
undertaking a series of mea- 
sures to thwart the rebels, “in- 
cluding restricting — their 
movements, (their funding 
and closing of their offices." 

AFP 


More than half a million ordered to evacuate in California 


EVACUATED residents from nearby areas watch backfires burn a 
hillside across from the evacuation center at Steele Canyon High 
School in Spring Valley, California on Oct. 23. 


Action 
pressed 
vs Burma 


LONDON—SIX FEMALE NO- 
bel Peace laureates called on 
the world to keep up pressure 
on Burma's (Myanmars) mili- 
tary junta to restore liberty and 
democracy in the country. 

The seventh living female 
Peace Prize winner—Aung San 
Suu Kyi—is in detention in Bur- 
ma, where she has spent nearly 
12 of the last 18 years in prison or 
under house arrest. 

‘The call comes weeks after the 
junta's bloody suppression of pro- 
democracy demonstrations led by 
Buddhist monis. 

“Since Burmese monks coura- 
geously took to the streets in 
September to call for democracy, 
the Burmese regime has enforced 
a vicious crackdown on peaceful 
demonstrators and democratic 
opposition leaders,” the six wrote 
in a letter in Wednesday's edition 
ofthe Guardian newspaper, using 
the country's former name. 

“The Burmese regime must not 
be allowed to continue in its per- 
petration of gross violations of hu- 
man rights. The detention of 
‘Aung San Suu Kyi is the most visi- 
ble manifestation of the regime's 
brutality but it is only the tip of 
the iceberg.” 

The letter was signed by Jody 
Williams, Shirin Ebadi, Wangari 
Maathai, Rigoberta Menchu Tum, 
Betty Williams and Mairead Cor- 
rigan Maguire. It said it was sup- 
ported by former US Secretary of 
State Madeline Albright. Reuters 


LOS ANGELES—MORE THAN 
half a million people were or- 


dered to 


in southern California as wind- 
driven wildfires raged for a 
fourth day on Wednesday, raz- 
ing whole neighborhoods and 
threatening 00 
weary firefighters. 
evacuation was the 


The 
largest in 


the fires the worst ever for Cali- 
fornia, state officials said. 
At least one person was killed 


and 45 


firefighters, in 16 separate fires 
that have erupted since Sunday 
and spread quickly across the re- 
gion fanned by powerful season- 
al winds from the desert. 


sm Blazes 


scorched at least 


evacuate their homes 
brush, officials said. 


overwhelm 


the state's history and 


injured, including 21 


safe,” 


have so far destroyed 


nearly 1,300 buildings 
166,000 
hectares of tinder-dry forest and 


jur ability to fight these fires 
outstrips our resources," 
firefighter Robin Wills, who bat- 
ted a blaze in northem San 
Diego County. “There are only so 
many engines, so many fire- 
fighters to put out there.” The 
evacuations affected people in 
areas from the Mexican border 
tonorth of Los Angeles. 

"These fires are causing terri- 
ble and tragic devastatio 
state but we are responding and 
we will not stop until everyone is 
California Gov. Amold 
Schwarzenegger said on Tues- 
day after touring scenes of de- 


and struction at the mountain resort 
town of Lake Arrowhead, 150 
Kilometers east of Los Angeles. 

“We have had an unfortunate 
situation that we've had three 
things come together: very dry 
areas, very hot weather and 
then a lot of wind" 
Schwarzenegger said. “And so 
this makes the perfect storm for 
a fire." 

Many parts of California have 
experienced record low rainfalls 
and record high temperatures 
this year, leaving vast swathes of 
rugged countryside bordering 
built-up residential areas at the 
mercy of fires. 

Weather forecasters say they 
expect the wind to slightly di- 
minish on Wednesday but to re- 


said 


our 


Ex-Korean president blamed for kidnapping 


SEOUL—SOUTH KOREAS SPY AGENCY 
said on Wednesday that then-president 
Park Chung-Hee had approved the infa- 
mous 1973 kidnapping in Tokyo of dissi- 
lent Kim Dae-Jung, who later ruled the 
country and won the Nobel Peace Prize. 
The National Intelligence Service (NIS) 
also said a 1987 mid-air airplane explosion 
was committed by North Korean agents. 
‘The NIS was announcing the result of a 
three-year investigation into two of the 
most notorious incidents in South Korea's 
turbulent history. The probe was ordered by 
current President Roh Moo-Hyun and car- 
ried out by a civilian-led “truth committee.” 
Kim Dae-Jung, a Nobel laureate in 2000, 
was kidnapped by agents of the NIS's pre- 
decessor, the Korean Central Intelligence. 
‘Agency, from a Tokyo hotel in August 1973. 
Не was taken to a ship and was about to 
be thrown overboard before his life was 


dramatically spared with the intervention 
of US government authorities. 

The dissident was brought back to Seoul 
and put under years of house arrest. 

t has long been a mystery who was be- 
hind the abduction, with fingers of blame 
pointed at either Lee Hu-Rak, Korean CIA 
head at the time, or President Park himself, 

“Alongside the possibility that ex-Presi- 
dent Park might have ordered it in person, 
he must have given at least a tacit ap- 
proval," the NIS said in a six-volume, 3,300- 
page report into these and other historical 
incidents. 

The report marked Seoul's first official 
admission that a state agency was to blame 
for the kidnapping. South Korean ambas- 
sador Yu Myung-Hwan visited the Japanese 
foreign ministry on Wednesday morning to 
explain the findings to Senior Vice Foreign 
Minister Hitoshi Kimura. 


Indonesia bird flu deaths hit 89 


JAKARTA—A SXYEAR-OLD GIRL IN IN- 
donesia has died of bird flu, raising the toll 
in the nation worst affected by avian flu to 
89, the health ministry said on Wednesday. 

The girl is the second child to die of the 
HSN1 virus in Indonesia this month from 
Tanggerang, a satellite town just west of 
Jakarta. A 12-year-old boy from there died on 
Oct. 13. 

"Tests have confirmed that (the girl) was pos- 
itively infected with the HSNI virus," said a staff 
member of the health ministry bird йи infor- 
mation center who identified himself as Momo. 

‘The latest victim, Dewi Apriliani, had been 
admitted to a hospital in the capital on Mon- 
day She died a few hours later, he said. 

“She had a history of contact with infected 
poultry She had contact with four dead chick- 
ens in her neighborhood, according to her 
family” Momo added. 

‘The girl is the 110th human case of bird flu 


in Indonesia, 89 of which have led to death. 

‘The HSNI virus is endemic in poultry across 
most of Indonesia's sprawling archipelago. 

Bird flu is usually transmitted directly from 
infected birds—typically poulry—to humans. 
However, scientists fear that the virus could 
eventually mutate into a form easily transmissi- 
ble between people, triggering a global pan- 
demic that could potentially kill millions. 

‘The latest Indonesian death brings the glob- 
al toll since outbreaks were first reported in 
humans in Asia in the 19905 to 204. 

Besides Indonesia, deaths since the have 
been recorded in Azerbaijan, Cambodia, Chi- 
na, Egypt, Iraq, Laos, Nigeria, Thailand, 
‘Turkey and Vietnam. 

Indonesia has been sharply criticized for be- 
ing slow to act in its fight to control bird flu, 
"which has spread easily in a nation where 
many people keep chickens and other birds in. 
their backyards and homes. AFP 


NAPPING FLAMINGOS 

Two flamingos roll іп their long necks ina 
similar way as they both stand оп one leg 
to take a nap in the warming autumn 
sunat the Franldurt Zoo, Germany, in 
this file photo. Keepers at Franldurt's 
famed zoo said on Tuesday, Oct. 23, that 
four of their flamingos were killed by 
intruders who ripped three of the bird’s 
heads from their bodies, A fourth bird 
was found strangled to death. » 


main dangerous. High tempera- 
tures and low humidity are ex- 
pected to remain until Thursday, 
they said. 

‘The White House announced 
that President George W. Bush 
would travel to California on 
Thursday. Bush declared an 
emergency in the region early 
Tuesday and ordered the heads 
of the Department of Homeland 
Security and the Federal Emer- 
gency Management Agency (Fe- 
ma) to California to help coordi- 
nate the federal relief effort. 

“We send our prayers and 
thoughts with those who've 
been affected and we send the 
help of the federal government 
as well,” Bush said during a 
speech Tuesday. AFP 


c 
C NEWSBRIEES.. | 
Space shuttle blasts off 
CAPE CANAVERAL—Space shuttle. 
Discovery blasted off on Tuesday for 
a construction mission at the Inter- 
national Space Station, raising hope 
that Nasa will be able to add labora- 
tories for European and Japanese 
partners later this year. The shuttle 
bolted from its seaside launch pad 
on time at 11:38 a.m., defying fore- 
casts of poor weather and a potential 
delay from an ice buildup on its fuel 
tank. The seven-member crew, led 
by retired Air Force Col. Pamela Mel- 
roy, 46, plans to spend 10 days at 
the station preparing it for the arrival 
of Europe's Columbus laboratory in 
early December. Reuters. 


Somalia frees UN official 


MOGADISHU—The Somali govern- 
ment freed a senior UN food aid offi- 
cial on Tuesday, nearly a week after 
dozens of intelligence officers 
stormed the World Food Pro- 
grammes compound in Mogadishu 
and seized him. "We welcome the 
release of Idris Osman, and are. 
pleased that he will be reunited with 
his family,” UN World Food Pro- 
gramme (WFP) Executive Director 
Josette Sheeran said in a statement 
from the organization's headquarters 
in Rome. Osman is the local head of 
the WFP in Somalia. Reuters 


6 militants nabbed 
MADRID—Spanish police have ar- 
rested six people linked to an Is- 
tamist militant cell that recruited 
guerrillas through the Internet to 
fight in Iraq, the Interior Ministry 
said on Wednesday. Police are 
‘searching six homes and a butcher's 
shop operated by members of the 
cell and have taken away documents 
and computers for examination, the 
Ministry said in a statement. Reuters 
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UNABLE to find his range, 


0 


Joan Tipon (right) sidesteps to avoid a punch by Thai Worapoj Petchkoom, who summoned all his guile in carving out a 13-5 win and avenging a loss to Tipon in the Asian Games. ^» 


Thai mauls off-form Tipon 


By Dennis U. Eroa 
Inquirer/Libre 


CHICAGO, ILLINOIS—JOAN TIPON'S 
Olympic dream will have to wait for 
now. 

The reigning Asian Games ban- 
temweight champion started cold and 
lost to arch-rival Worapoj Petchkoom of 
‘Thailand, 13-5, atthe start of the Inema- 
tional Amateur Boxing Association World 
Boxing Championships here Tuesday. 

"The foxy Thai, who lost to the Filipino 
in the 2006 Doha Asiad finals, was in 
complete command after taking а 3-0 
lead at the end of a boring, action-less 


first round as Tipon boxed without his 
usual flair and confidence. 

^ handful of Filipino supporters in- 
cluding Philippine Sports Commission 
chair William Ramirez and 1970 Asian 
Games gold medalist Ricardo Fortaleza 
at the University of llinois-Chicago Pavil- 
ion tried to rouse Tipon with lusty cheer- 
ing to no avail. 

In a later match, lightwelterweight 
Delfin Boholst bowed to China's Mai Sun 
Qiong , 38-15, capping the Filipinos’ for- 
gettable opening day campaign. 

"Well, thats boxing,” said Ramirez 
“es not the end of the world for him and 
the rest of the national boxing team." 


‘The national boxers are shooting for 
tickets to Beijing 2008 in this Olympic- 
qualifying tournament. 

Tipon, who lost in the preliminaries of 
the national open back home, will shoot 
anew for an Olympic slot next year in 
Asian qualifiers. 

Fortaleza said that Tipon failed to sus- 
tain his attack in the later rounds. 

“The Thai likes to clinch and Joan 
wasnt really able to press the action," 
said Fortaleza, who also hit the "biased" 
scoring of the judges. 

“Terrible. The Thai didn't even throw a. 
punch, yet he was getting the scores,” 
said Fortaleza, 


"The Thai, scoring mostly to the body, 
opened a 9-5 lead at the end of the third 
round then wisely danced and stayed 
away from trouble by clinching, 

National head coach Pat Gaspi ac- 
knowledged the loss. 

"Thats not the true Tipon,” said Gaspi. 
"Now we have to concentrate on our re- 
maining boxers.” 

It was an observation echoed by 
deputy coach Ronald Chavez. 

“Joan never had the opportunity to 
find his range, The body blows hurt al- 
though some looked dubious." 

‘After the draw held earlier at the 
Palmer House Hilton, event organizers 


shuffled the schedule. Tipon wasn't 
scheduled to box Tuesday and learned of 
the new schedule only after the draw. 

Next up for the RPLDT-Smart boxing 
team is featherweight Charly Suarez, 
who will be tested by Mongolian veteran 
Zorigbaatar Enkhzarig Wednesday. 

Suarez is a rookie in the World Cham- 
pionships like Tipon, Delfin Boholst, 
lightweight Genebert Basadre and wel- 
terweight Willie Lopez. 

Flyweight Violito Payla fights Andrew 
Selby of Wales on Oct. 25, the same day 
that Basadre battles Bulgarian favorite 
Kolev Ognyan and Lopez debuts versus 
Velibor Vedic. 


RP five battles Mail and More 


GAMES TODAY (The Arena) 
2 p.m—Mail and More vs RP Team. 
4p.m.—Pharex vs Toyota Balintawak 


Fernando salvages 71, 
falls bebind by 5 


SINGAPORE—ANTHONY FER- 
nando rallied with back-to-back 
birdies from No. 15 to match par 
71, but still trailed by five 
strokes halfway through the Sin- 
gapore Open Amateur Champi- 
onship at the par-71 Singapore 
Island Country Clubs Bukit 
Course here yesterday. 
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Counting his first round output 
of one-under 70, the reigning na- 
tional champion totaled 141 to 
fall behind Australian ace Tim 
Stewart, who sizzled coming 
home with a flawless 32 on his 
"way to a four-under 67 and a 36- 
hole aggregate of 136. 
FERNANDO| A24 


REDEMPTION FOR THE RP TEAM AND THE 
top spot for Toyota Balintawak. 

‘Humbled in its debut in the 2008 PBL V-Go 
Extreme Energy Drink, the national quintet 
honing its skills for the coming Southeast 
Asian Games in Thailand tries to avoid further 
loss of face when it plays Mail and More at 2 
p.m. today at The Arena in San Juan. 

“They can't take PBL teams lightly" said na- 
tional coach Baculi of his charges, who ab- 
sorbed an 83-74 loss from defending champi- 
on Harbour Centre last Tuesday. 

Meanwhile, the Toyota squad guns for a 
second straight wirt and the solo lead over 
newcomer Pharex in the 4 p.m. main game. 

The Road Kings are slightly favored due to 2 
their sensational 81-77 win over Bacchus En- a 4 Derry 
ergy Drink where they overhauled a 21-point 
deficit 

‘SV (Casio) and Cholo (Villanueva) gave us 
a big lift despite practicing only for four days 
for the team,” said Toyota Balintawak coach 
Ariel Vanguardia. “We have to play smart and 
use our experience to win again.” 

"The Pharex Medics are out to avenge their 
68-65 defeat to San Mig Coffee in the opener 
last week. 

Baculi admitted that his boys “played bad- 
Jy? and the loss to Harbour should serve as a 
wake-up call. 

The SEAG-bound squad sorely lacked pow- 
er in the backcour, especially after Harbours 
new acquisition TY Tang outplayed RP coun- 
terpart Boyet Bautista. Marc Anthony Reyes 


MALAGA MULA 8 
RAFFLE PROMO rian 
E N 
Get a chance to win one of the 24 Honda тою бев 


AC 
in the Grand Draw and fabulous home appliances every month! agf 
Para sa inyo ito, mga suki! Sali nal 4 


лах = zs 

(8) 1st Prize Winners of (8) 2nd Prize Winners of (8) 3rd Prize Winners (8) 3rd Prize Winners 
24” SONY WEGA Flat TV XTREME MagloSingv.S of IVC DVD Player о? Nokia 6070 
Evelyn Nepomuceno Ryan Franco Gregorlo Sapaya Edna Sellno 
Мапа Слу Mariana Сту Mania Antinoio cny 

Relly Bulatao Evle Dedizon Berlyne Rayumban Myrna Lusterlo 
Сама Palawan Makau ну Laguno 

Rollin Juan Primitivo Alvaro Marilyn Tinasa Adella Donato 
focos Norte Baguio Cuy йосов Sur йосов Sur 

Karen Belle Bermas Desiree Sabado Marlyn San Jose Апліе Simon 
Bataan Basan Pampanga Taiac 

Arlyn Longulas Sevedelita Gallardo: Jane Alterado John Pablo Alogro 


Grand Draw Is on October 30, 2007 


JASON Castro (right) and the rest of the Southeast Asian Games- 
bound cagers hope to put together a better performance 
around after losing their opening game against Harbour Centre. пами 


Z 


camp denies Darchinyan bout 


By Musong R. Castillo 


Z "THE DREAM” GORRES WILL 
NOT fight Vic Darchinyan in an 
elimination bout for the No. 1 rank- 
ing of the International Boxing Fed- 
eration on Dec. 1, contrary to what 
popular boxing website sport- 
snut.com reported yesterday. 

While it is true that the IBF had 
ordered a Gorres-Darchinyan elimi- 
nator and that they ate willing to 
face the Armenian-bom fighter, 
Gorres handler Tony Aldeguer yes- 


terday said that they have not 
signed any fight contract. 

"The winner of the eliminator will 
be lined up for a possible title shot 
opposite Russian super-fly champ 
Dimitri Kirilov. 

Ironically, it would have been the 
second title eliminator for Gorres. 
His last fight against Eric Ortiz of 
Mexico last Aug. 11 in Sacramento 
was also ап IBF eliminator. Gorres 
scored an eighth round TKO over 
Ortiz. 

The 27-2-1 Gorres lost a contro- 


versial 12th round split decision to 
Mexico's Femando Montiel, the 
WBO super-fly champ, last February 
in Cebu and would like to get back 
on track to having another title shot. 

“Not true,” Aldeguer replied via 
text when asked of the fight, which 
Darchinyan's agent Angelo Hyder 
confirmed to sportsnut.com. “We 
have not received any offer of the 
purse or the date of the fight. 

“Dec. 1 is out of the question be- 
cause we have a big promotion on 
Dec. 2," he added. 


сою 
Negros 


сорау 


Batangas 
Novolyn Sabado Baysa Yolanda Abantao 


Nonita Monton 


Vanessa Edubos 


Come Came Tawe 
Arlcel Nudalo Dalsy Abolgar 
Cobu Chy Samar 

Joy Porez Daylinda Abellar 
ono cny Чоров Occidental 
Jamael Rahaman Nafosah Balt 
Maguindanao Maram Cty 


мевот Samar 


Nool Gonzales 


Rebecca Manlegro 
Сарвүап De Oro City 


Occidental 
in De Oro City 


To the winners, please wait for the notification letter from Cebuana Lhuillier 
Which wil tell you how to claim your prizes, 


m—— зд! 


DATO-ON:Personalbest movnsarezroivsans 


UAAP bets pace Unigame 


By Cedelf P. Tupas, Inquirer Visayas 


BACOLOD — CITY—FRESHMAN 
Luville Dato-on of University of 
Santo Tomas Tomas has a pen- 
chant for churning out golden 
performances in national meets. 

It was no different yesterday 
when the three-time Palarong Pam- 
bansa long jump champion added a 
University Games gold medal to her 
collection. 

The 17-year-old Dato-on, who 
reigned in the high school division 
of the Palaro from 2005-2007, leapt 
to a personal-best of 5.45 meters to 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER 


SPORTS. 


rule the women's long jump. 

“Tm surprised with this victory 
because I expected the level of com- 
petition here to be higher compared 
to the Palaro,” the San Enrique, Ik 
lo native told the Inquirer. “Good 
thing I executed my jump very 
well” 3 

The silver medal went to Merily 
Teodisio (5.23m) of Rizal Techno- 
logical University, while Mariz Con- 
toner of FEU dropped to fourth, af- 
ter a dismal 4.80 leap, half a meter 
shorter than her gold-medal. win- 
ning effort last year. 

Dato-on's triumph and Jhonny 


Espana’s record-breaking feat in the 
men's 5,000 meters made the 
Tigers the early pacesetters with 
two golds, two silvers and a bronze 
in the athletics competition at the 
University of St. La Salle oval. 

Espana, silver medalist in the 
same event last year, timed 16 min- 
utes, 11.95 seconds to shave 21 sec- 
onds from the 10-year-old mark 
record held by national team mem- 
ber Julius Sermona. 

Making it a 1-2 finish for UST 
was Raquin Trinio, who also sur- 
passed Sermona's clocking by 
checking in at 16:13.54. 


„THURSDAY, OCTOBER 25,2007 . 


S Inton snares 


7 swim golds 


ANGELICA INTON 
of Miriam College 
bagged seven gold 
medals in the Athletic 
Association of Private. 
Schools (ААР) 
swimming competi- 
tion held last Oct. 20 
at the Amoranto 
Spors Complex in 


аре INTON 


The sophomore student powered Miser to 
the overall title in the High School gir division. 


Marlon Bernardino, Contributor 


Employment Permit/s 


Name and address of 
Company/Employor 


Name of 
Foreign National 
Citizenship. 


EZENGLISH CORP. 
301 Alabang Business Tower, 
1216 Acacia Ave., Muntinlupa Cty 


Moon Soo Choun 
Korean 


EDUCATION E-LAMP, INC. 
2904-C West Philippine Stock 
Exchange Cir., Ortigas Cir, 
Pasig Ciy 


Hyewon Cho 
(wife of Kim) 
Korean 


YOW SEN MARINE EXPORT 
5 McDonough Rd. Quirino Ave., 
‘Tambo, Paranaque City 


Chinese 


DOMINOES INDUSTRY 

CO. LTD. 

1106 Dadivas St. cor. 
Alvarado St., Binondo, Manila. 


Yuanyong Hou 
Chinese 


MITSUBISHI HEAVY 
INDUSTRIES ENGINE SYSTEM 
PHILIPPINES, INC. 

Warehouse 4C Sunblest 
Compound, Km. 23 West 
Service Road, 

Bo. Cupang, 

Muntniupa Ciy 


Hideki inubashiri 
Japanese 


DOMINOES INDUSTRY CO. LTD. 
1106 Dadivas St. cor. 
Alvarado St, Binondo, Manila 


Gongzhi Cai 
Chinese 


ACE PILOTS AVIATION 
ACADEMY INC. 

2 MIA Rd., Brgy. Tambo, 
Parañaque City 


Nepalese 


HOLCIM PHILIPPINES, INC. 
L3 Phinma Plaza, 39 Plaza 
Drive Rockwell Center, 
Makati City 


Daniel Nikolaus 
Bach 
Swiss 


STAMINAIR CORPORATION 
SIF Unit 904, 98 Valero St, 
Salcedo Vilage, Makati City 


Damien Jordane 
Fericoq 
French 


HUAWEI TECHNOLOGIES 
PHILIPPINES, INC. 

53/F PBCom Tower, Ayala Ave. 
Makati City 


Yan u 
Chinese 


СК COMPUTER GROUP OF 
COMPANIES CORP. 

136 Roosevelt Ave, 

Brgy. Paraiso, Sen Francisco 
del Monte, Quezon City 


Chan Goo Lee 
Korean 


WORLDPARTNER INC. 
Unit 1 IDC Bldg, E. Rodriguez Jr. 
Ave, Ugong Norte, Quezon Cty 


Stefan Lyager 
Jensen 
Danish 


WORLDPARTNER INC. 
Unit 1 IDC Bldg, E. Rodriguez Jr. 
Ave., Ugong Norte, Quezon City 


‘Allan Andersen 
Danish 


 WORLDPARTNER INC. 
Unit IDC Bldg. E. Rodriguez Jr. 
Ave. Ugong Norte, Quezon City 


Danish 


 GAMINGWEB, INC. 
‘TIF Yuchengco Tower, RCBC 
Plaza Ayala Ave, Makati City 


Yeap Kian Nien 
Malaysian 


GAMINGWEB, INC. 
ТИЕ Yuchengco Tower, RCBC 
Plaza, Ayala Ауе, Makati City 


Ng Wei Ming 
Malaysian 


GAMINGWEB, INC, 
ТИЕ Yuchengco Tower, RCBC 
Plaza, Ayala Ave, Makati Ciy 


Мара, 
Rüksaghun 
Thai 


 GAMINGWEB, INC. 
‘TIF Yuchengco Tower, 
RCBC Plaza, Ayala Ave, 
Makati City 


Wong Kean Ping 
Malaysian 


RED ROOTS MARKTG. CO. LTD. 
Unit 706, 877 Alvarado St, 
Binondo, Manila 


Sangin Dal 
Chinese 


RED ROOTS MARKTG. CO. LTD. 
Unit 706, 877 Alvarado St, 
Binondo, Manila 


Minggu Wang 
Chinese 


(POL October 25,2007) 


Ming-Cheng Chen 


CChhabilal Adhikari 


Michael Bachmann 


* 
Ж Ж 


Position. 


Republic of the Philippines 
DEPARTMENT OF LABOR AND EMPLOYMENT 


National Capital Regi: 


п 


DY Int'l Bidg., 1650 San Marcelino 
cor. General Malvar St., Malate, Manila 


Name and address of 


CompanyfEmployer 


General Manager 


CARL JASON 
GEN. MOSE. CO. LTD. 


Citizenship 


Jiquan Ling 
Chinese 


Unit 8C Dynasty Toner A, 
2. Abad Santos Ave, 


Customer Service 
Manager 


Tondo, Mania 


PRIME DOTS TRADING 


CO. LTD. 


Rm. 402, 27 San Nicolas St, 


Tondo, Manila 


GREAT & WONDERFUL 
MKTG. LTD. CO. 


Sales Representative 


Rm 909 Crystal Mansion, 


658 Meisic, Binondo, Manila 


KOREPHIL AMUSEMENT 
& GAMING CORP. 


Chang Je Sung 
Korean 


1971 L Guinto SL, Malate, Manila 


JENNY'S ASIA CORPORATION 
8995-8 Aranga 51. San Antonio 
Vilage, Makati Chy 


 CASPO INCORPORATED 


Hotu Hiro 
Wadhwani 
Indian 


Uli Yani 


20F Yuchengco Tower, 


Sales Representative Makati City 


RCBC Plaza, Ayala Avenue, 


CASPO INCORPORATED 


Makati City 


20F Yuchengco Tower, 
RCBC Plaza, Ayala Avenue, 


CASPO INCORPORATED 


Senior Vice 
President- 


Manufacturing o 


20F Yuchengco Tower, 
RCBC Plaza, Ayala Avenue, 


CASPO INCORPORATED 


‘Technical Marketing 


De Makati City 


Management 
Consultant 
Makati City 


Export Manager 


20F Yuchengco Tower, 
RCBC Plaza, Ayala Avenue, 


CASPO INCORPORATED 
20F Yochengco Tower, 
RCBC Plaza, Ayala Avenue, 


CASPO INCORPORATED 
20 Yuchengco Tower, 


RCBC Piaza, Ayala Avenue, 


Makati City 


CASPO INCORPORATED 


Danish Speaking 
Project Assistant 
CoortinatorDDeveloper Makati City 
Assistant Danish 
Speaking Project 
Сохвпао весе eei Ciy 
Assistant Danish 


Speaking Project 
CoordinatodDeveloper 


Sports-book. 
Operations 
Officer (Mandarin. 


Cantonese Speaking)- 
Unit2 


Makati City 


Makati Cty 
Sports-book. 
Operations 
Officer (Mandarin! 


Cantonese Speaking)- 
Unit2 NOS 
Thai and Engish 
Speaking Assistant 
information 
Technology Manager 


‘Sportsbook 
Operations 
Officer (Mandarin 
Cantonese. 
Speaking)- Unit 2 


Asst. General 
Manager 


Makati Cty 


Makati Ciy 


Makati City 


CASPO INCORPORATED 
20F Yuchengco 
RCBC Plaza, Ayala Avenue, 


20VF Yuchengco Tower, 
RCBC Plaza, Ayala Avenue, 


Tower, 


CASPO INCORPORATED 
20 Yuchengco Tower, 
RCBC Plaza, Ayala Avenue, 


OAKLEIGH CAPITAL LTD. 
ФМ The Enterprise Center, 
Tower ll, 6766 Ayala Ave. 


OAKLEIGH CAPITAL LTD. 
ZVF The Enterprise Center, 
Tower I, 6766 Ayala Ave. 


OAKLEIGH CAPITAL LTD. 
Т\Р The Enterprise Center, 
Tower ll 6766 Ayala Ave. 


OAKLEIGH CAPITAL LTD. 
ZIIF The Enterprise Center, 
Tower Il 6766 Ayala Ave. 


OAKLEIGH CAPITAL LTD. 
ФЕ The Enterprise Center, 
Tower Il 6766 Ayala Ave. 


OAKLEIGH CAPITAL LTD. 


General Manager 


2WF The Enterprise Center, 


Tower Il 6766 Ayala Ave. 


Makati Ciy 


General Menager 


General Manager 


IT Technician 


Position. Name and address of 


Company/Employer 


Tower I, 6766 Ayala Ave. 
Makati City 


OAKLEIGH CAPITAL LTI 


20 The Enterprise Center, 


Tower Il, 6766 Ayala Ave. 
Makati City 


OAKLEIGH CAPITAL LTD. 
2ilF The Enterprise Center, 


Tower ll 6766 Ayala Ave. 
Makati Cty 


Toner 1, 6766 Ayala Ave. 
Makati Cty 


OAKLEIGH CAPITAL LT 


ZVF The Enterprise Center, 


Tower il, 6766 Ayala Ave. 
Makati City 


OAKLEIGH CAPITAL LTI 


2UIF The Enterprise Center, 


Tower I, 6766 Ayala Ave. 
Makati Ciy 


OAKLEIGH CAPITAL LTD. 
ФИ The Enterprise Center, 


Tower Il, 6766 Ayala Ave. 
Makati Ciy 


OAKLEIGH CAPITAL LTD. 
2\Е The Enterprise Center, 


Tower I, 6766 Ayala Ave. 
Makati Cty 


OAKLEIGH CAPITAL LTD. 
2\Е The Enterprise Center, 


Tower I, 6766 Ayala Ave. 
Makati City 


OAKLEIGH CAPITAL LTD. 
20 The Enterprise Center, 


Toner N, 6766 Ayala Ave. 
Makati Cty 


OAKLEIGH CAPITAL LTD. 
ZUF The Enterprise Center, 


Tower I, 6765 Ayala Ave. 
Makati Cty 


OAKLEIGH CAPITAL LTD. 
21 The Enterprise Center, 


Tower II, 6766 Ayala Ave. 
Makati City 


OAKLEIGH CAPITAL LTD. 
21/F The Enterprise Center, 


Tower I, 6766 Ayala Ave. 
Makati Cty 


LUCKY DHILLON 
ENTERPRISES INC. 
B1 L2 Mercury St, 
Mapayapa Vil, 

Las Piñas Cy 


LUCKY DHILLON 
ENTERPRISES INC. 
B1 L2 Mercury St, 
Mapayapa Vil., 

Las Piñas City 


INTEGREON MANAGED 
SOLUTIONS 
(PHILIPPINES), INC. 


OAKLEIGH CAPITAL LTD. 
ZIIF The Enterprise Center, 


ZUIF The Enterprise Center, 


NOTICE OF FILING OF APPLICATION/S FOR ALIEN EMPLOYMENT PERMIT/S (AEP/S) 


Notice is hereby given that the following companies/employers have filed with this Regional Office application/s for Alien 


Name of 
Foreign National 
Citizenship 


Position 


Hendri 
Indonesian 


Customer Service 
Representative 


D. Andy Kwandinata. 


Indonesian 


Customer Service 
Representative 


Hendra Jamin 
Indonesian 


Customer Service 
Representative 


OAKLEIGH CAPITAL LTD. Customer Service 


Representative 


Kuang Siong Ng 
Indonesian 


D. Muiianto 


Indonesian 


Customer Service 
Representative 


D. Рот 


Indonesian 


Customer Service 
Representative 


Eugene Sim 
Mong Siong 
Singaporean 


‘Customer Service 
Representative 


Geng Kuan Teoh 
Malaysian. 


Customer Service. 
Representative 


Customer Service. 
Representative 


Susanto 
indonesian 


Customer Service 
Representative 


See Kui Wong 
Malaysian 


Customer Service 
Representative 


Hendra Halim 
Indonesian 


Customer Service 
Representative 


Customer Service 
Representative 


Yong Chin Woon 
Malaysian 


Secretary 


Harjinder Kaur 
Indian 


Unnikrishnan 
Vasudevan 
Indian 


ЭЕ 6750 Bldg, Ayala Ave. 


Makati Cy 


If you have апу informationlobjection to the above mentioned 
application/s please communicate with the Regional Director. 


yr 


RAYMUNDO G. EE 


OIC Regional Director pa [ 


Operations Director 


Assistant Supervisor. 
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Laguna paces Bicol-SL games бк 


By June Navarro. Tm glad that I won,” said Reyes, Sur's Janeth Romagosa, inching “fm happy my friend (Mar- based in Silang, Cavite. 
Д who has a personal best of 16:25 the gold in 172 seconds, Balabat quez) and I finished on top,” зай  Noralyn Picaso captured the He бүлүк ишы 
NAGA CITY_MARK JAKE Sonica tieevent The Univer. timed 17.6 seconds while Ro- Boragay, who hails from Biong fist gold for Camarines Sur by Gr ihe two leagues when the 
Reyes thought it was а sity of the East education fresh- magosa had 18.1 seconds. Cabusao, Camarines Sur but rep- docking 2:25.9 in the girl’ 800m 2007 Collegiate Basketball 
mediocre run but he still end- man will compete in the 3,000 Ira Hernandez completed La- resented Sisters of Mary School Awards presented by Anta un- 
edup with the goldmedal. steeplechase and 10,000m today ұшпа medal haul by topping the folds tonight at the Coral A Ball- 
Although he failed to improve and the 1,500m on Friday. discus throw in 29.10 meters, " 3% 77^"  roomofthe Manila Pavilion. 
his personal best in the 5,000 me- Laguna also picked up golds in beating Cavite's Kristine Ranario PE EE Cheches of thé Wer Ruhk 
ters, the 17-year-old from San Фе boys 100m dash апа shotput, (25.99) and Naga City’s Aimee f à y 1| Pumaren of La Salle and Louie 
Pablo City easily won to ignite La- girls’ 100m hurdles and discus Masalunga (24.27). E $i ‘Alas of Letran and Most Valuable 
guna's five-gold spree in athletics throw. Cavite also had a promising Yi aM Ls ч Н Players Jervy Cruz of Santo Tomas. 
at the start of the BicoLSouthem John Emil Robles timed 115 start, bagging four of the lOgolds ы; are: and Kelvin dela Pena of Mapua 
Luzon qualifying leg of the Philip- seconds in the boys’ 100m, nip- at stake in athletics courtesy of Jill zw lead the the major awardees in the. 
pine Olympic Festival yesterday. ріпа Cavite's Michael Angelo Baay Boragay (giis 3,000m), Mark |. annus cites ‘supported by the 
Reyes won in 17 minutes and (11.6) and Cresol Sajirella (11.8). David Madera (boys 110m), : " Philippine Sportswriters Associa- 
12.48 seconds, beating Cavites Julius Sequena heaved the iron Wilma Delare (giris 100m) and Gb ЧЛ tion San Miguel Corp, the Philip- 
tandem of Darwin Lim and Mil- sphere to a distance of 13.10 me- Jeromy! Noarin (boys 800m). л y NP., ip- 


: UPPER pine Sports Commission, Harbour 
ber Caranto, who clocked ters to beat. another Cavite duo in The 16-year-old Boragay а  KyCKBOXERS:SKP President and Ta City Mayor Abr ан: Тос 
17:15.72 and 1729.52, respec- the boys shorput. farmer's daughter, outpaced and Tinte C Meier Abra fpei bo Rer 


š а i. x “Bambol” N. Tolentino (rd from left) with kickboxers Vicenter Valdueza, Ѕап Beda's Ogie Menor and La 
Beni = Metro Naga Sports NC ond Цр i bog EA ча muaythai president Robert Valdez, Armando Daligdig Tyrone Naticho — Salles JV Casio were the recipi- 
/mplex here. and coach Emiliano Z. Dacuyan jr. The kickboxers are bound for the 2nd ts of the San Mi 
“l failed to beat my record, But Eunice Balatbat and Camarines Javier in 11:24.77. JE Tuo cbr епі ел of the San Miguel Scoring 


NBC-Spring 
rips Indons 


PENANG, ^ MALAYSIA—NBC-SPRING 
Cooking Oil bounced back from an open- 
ing-day loss to Thailand by blasting Indone- 
sia Basketball League champion Satria Mu- 
da-Britama, 81-62, Monday in the 2007 
Penang Chief Minister Cup-Asian invita- 
tional tournament at the Han Chiang in- 
door stadium here. 

"Ex pros Nelson Asaytono, EJ Feihl and Don- 
доп Villamin waxed hot from the start to pow- 
er-the Cooking Oil Masters of NBC president 
Nathaniel "Tac" Padilla and Tagaytay Mayor 
Bambol Tolentino to the lopsided triumph. 

‘Outfitted by Champion Sportswear, NBC- 
Spring squandered a 37-29 lead at the tum 
and fell to Thailand’s national team, 73-82, in 
one of the opening matches. 

"The Philippines battles Iran next in the 
tough tourney. The Iranians routed Thailand, 
100-74 also Monday, 

“In other games, China's Tianjain bested Sin- 
зароге, 62-51; Malaysia routed India, 108-65; 
and Iran's national youth team blasted the In- 
dons, 88-54, 

The scores: 

'NBC-Spring (81}Asajtono 20, Valarin 17, Fl 12, 
Capobres 10, Marquez 7, Eponduan 6, Reyes 5, De Caso 3, 
Kaw 1 

SM-Britama (62}—Kuriavan 18, Sunarko 12, Stepu 9, 
Waa’, Gozal 6, Pratama 4, Damar 2 

uates; 27-22, 49-34, 67-51, 81-62 


Rotary golfest 
goes to Macau 


THE ROTARY GOLF FELLOWSHIP FOUN- 
dation of the Philippines (RGFFP) tourna- 
ment will go to Macau and Zhuhai for the 
12th Asian leg on Nov. 20-24. 

Participants will stay at the Venetian Hotel 
and for three nights at the seaside Harborview 
Hotel in Zhuhai. 

‘Golf venues will be the Agile Golfand Coun- 
try Club and the Lakewood Golf Club. Dead- 
line for payment and registration is Nov. 9. 

For bookings, contact Maripaz/Len at 
5221495 or Pauline Sevilla (0920-9199000), 
7248174/7212667 local 110. 

Defending champions are Jun Tan, 68 
points, overall; RC-Makati Southwest's Honor 
Mendoza, 62, Class A; Ben Gaite, 76, and RC 
Cagayan de Ото Rey Paduganan, 67, Class В; 
RC Novaliches Roberto Pineda, 80, overall 
champion, Class C. 


‘the uua раа 7 


YAKULT 10 MILER. Michael DS Ong, Yakult 
Phils. director and manager for sales and 
planning, race organizer Rudy Biscocho and 
Yakult executive vice president Akira Onose 
(from left) sign the memorandum of. 
agreement paving the way for the I8th 
staging of the Yakult 10 Miler on Dec. 9 at the 
Quirino Grandstand in Manila. 


E... SPORTSWATC! 


Breeder of the Year up 

PACESETTERS MIMI ITCHON AND JOEY 

 Abaquita of Rizal shoot for the LGBA Gamecock B: 

Breeder of the Year title today as the LGBA Stag G m t W. g р 
Séries championship unfolds at the Araneta Coli- 4 ove m e n a m l n а 
seum with 90 fights. Out of 421 entries who joined 

the series, the JA Sudden Strike MI of lIchon and 1 i 1 

А шшс | Cigarette smoking is dangerous to your health. 
fights so far. Mayor Cito Alberto of Catanduanes, 

once the arch rival of sabong idol Patrick Antonio, а . 

has 12 points, the same scores of Boy Tuazon and 

gener Letada. The entries of Raffy Campos and 

Edwin Aranez posted 11 points 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER THURSDAY, OCTOBER25,2007 


Red Sox, Rockies get 
World Series going 


BOSTON—JEFF FRANCIS LOOKED AT 
Fenway Park and sounded like the wide- 
‘eyed World Series rookie he is. 

“Tm sure the Red Sox are used to this every 
day" he said Tuesday, with more than a bit of 
awe, "but we've never seen anything like this, 
the bus pulling up into the parking lot, and the 
trailers and the satellite dishes.” 

‘Welcome to the show, Colorado Rockies, a 
black-and-purple clad club of Tulowitzkis and 
‘Torrealbas unknown to many fans even now, 
after their amazing run of 21 wins in 22 
games. 

Josh Beckett was set to start Wednesday 
nights opener for Boston, and Francis was 
slated to pitch for the Rockies. Much has been 
made of possible snow when the Series moves 
to Coors Field this weekend, but there was а 
30 percent chance of rain for Game 1. 


day layoff since sweeping Arizona in the NL 
championship series, there's been a lot of de- 
bate about rust vs. rest—and what better 
place to discuss rust than quirky old Fenway 
Park, which opened in 1912 and is filled with 
nearly a century of baseball sounds and 
smells. 

“We will not apologize for winning quickly" 
Rockies manager Clint Hurdle said to a room- 
ful of laughter. 


The new Yankees 

In some ways, the Red Sox have become 
the Yankees, an October fixture attracting na- 
tional attention. Manny and his do-rag, Big 
Papi and Dice-K are TV staples. 

‘The Rockies? They haven't been оп а FOX 
Saturday broadcast since July 2004 and 
haven't appeared on an ESPN Sunday night 


“We've been called favorites since Day 1, 
and look at us," David Ortiz said, “Here we are 
dancing and just taking it easy.” 

Boston overcame а 3-1 deficit in the AL 
championship series to beat Cleveland. That 
was nothing compared to what the Red Sox 
did in 2004, when they became the first base- 
ball team to bounce back from a 3-0 deficit in 
а best-of-seven postseason series, upending 
the Yankees. Then they swept the Cardinals 
for their first World Series title in 86 years. 

This season, Boston took over the AL East 
lead for good on April 18 and ended New 
York’s run of nine straight division titles. The 
Rockies were fourth in the NL West at just 76- 
72 when their spurt began Sept. 18. If not for 
two blown saves by San Diego's Trevor Hoff- 
man, they wouldn't even have even won the 
wild card and made their first postseason ap- 


SWISS ACE: Switzerland's Roger Federer gets back on the 
winning track, beating Germany’s Michael Berrer, 
Federer was coming off a defeat to David Nalbandian in the 


recent Madrid Masters. 


Fernando . 


That was four shots up on New 
Zealand's Nick Gillespie, who had 
а 71 for a 140 while Femando 
shared third place with compatri- 
ot Rufino Bayron, who fired a 70, 
and Taiwanese Chiang Chen- 
Chih, who matched par 71. 
Jhonnel Ababa, who also card- 
ed a 70 on the first day, fumbled 
with a one-over 72 and dropped 
to 142in a tie with Thai ace and 


1,3-6,6-3. 
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radech Aphibarnrat, who 
matched par for the second 
straight day. 

Ferdie Aunzo actually tumed in 
the day's best score for the Fil- 
ipino bets with a 69 after an open- 
ing 74. Michael Bibat, winner of 
the event in 2004, settled for a 71 
and a 144 total like ICTSI team- 
mate Miko Alejandro (72), Mark 
Femando (71), and Singapore's 


With Colorado coming off a record eight- telecast since June 2002. AP Nomura Cup third placer Ki- Jonathan Woo (73). 


Big J coming 
home soon 


MANNY VICTORI- 

в colleague Abe 
King does not be- 
lieve there was any- 
thing sinister be- 
hind the bullets 
found in the cager's 
possession at the Ni- 
noy Aquino Interna- 
tional Airport. 

“Manny must have 
left the bullets in the 
bag after shooting 
practice,” said the Washington-based Abe, 
‘who came to Manila recently to invite Manny 
and other PBA cage legends to play a series of 
exhibition games in the United States in March 
next year to raise funds for PBA Legends USA 
Foundation, of which he is the chair. 

Manny was on the way to Guam when he 
was held at the airport. 

He was later released after posting bail. 

Speaking of Guam, this is a place where 
visiting Filipinos usually get into trouble at 
the airport. 

A fellow sports scribe was almost nabbed 
by Guam immigration when a sniffing dog 
detected an illegal substance in his hand- 
carried bag. 

Immediately our colleague was asked to 
empty the contents of the bag. Nothing 
looked suspicious except for a sealed Mani- 
la envelop. 

Our colleague told airport police that on- 
Iyhis dentures were inside, as he gave them 
a wide, toothless grin to prove it. 

The authorities later apologized. Our col- 
league learned his lesson. From thereon, he 
wore his dentures every time he traveled, 
cleaning them first very well before he did. 


IN HUDDLE 
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Horse owner Reli de Leon has good news 
for those who have been awaiting the retum of 
Sonny Jaworski to the Philippines. 

After a four-month stay in the United States 
where Reli said Sonny owns two houses, the 
Big Jis coming home on Nov. 4. 

“Sonny is now in the call center business, 
which is the reason for his protracted stay in 
the US. When he returns to Manila, he will 
look at the offers that came his way while he 
was gone,” said Reli, who bumped into Sonny 
in Las Vegas during the Pacquiao-Barrera fight. 

"Sonny was driving a brand new black 
Hummer. Hes still very popular wherever he 
goes, basta may mga Filipino.” 
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BAPSBP vice chair Ricky Vargas, team 
sponsor Jean Henri Lhuillier, and close rela- 
tives were at the penthouse of the Discovery 
Suites last Sunday night to welcome the RP 
ladies cage squad, the Seaba silver medal- 
ist, from Phuket, Thailand. 

Discovery Suites owner Cynthia Tiu, who 
has been supporting the team, had planned 
a surprise party for the ladies that night. 
From the airport, they boarded a Victory 
Liner tourist bus provided by staunch sup- 
porter Marivic del Pilar, and went to the 
party place at the Ortigas Center. 

Even if they failed to bring home the gold, 
Ricky V, who represented SBP president 
Manny V Pangilinan, lauded the girls for 
performing way beyond expectations, and 
gifted each member of the 25-man delega- 
tion with a brand new cellphone and a 
P5,000 load. I learned that PLDT had also 
given the team some spending money for 
the weelclong event. 

For his part, Cebuana’s Jean Henri an- 
nounced that he would be giving the team the 
P600,000 bonus incentive for a gold medal, 
instead of the P400,000 for a silver medal. 
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Businessmen remain upbeat on economy 


Public-private partnerships key to growth 
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STOCK MARKET 
Shares rebound after US rally 


SHARE PRICES CLOSED 1.79- 
percent higher yesterday as do- 
mestic security fears faded and 
investors took heart from gains 
оп Wall Street overnight, deal- 
ers said. 

‘The rise was broad-based, 
reflecting hopes for positive 
third-quarter earnings and a 
cout in interest rates by the US 
central bank next week, they 
said. 

The composite index added 
66.30 points to 3,763.47, after 
moving between 3,722.77 and 
3,772.36. 

The broader all-share index 
rose 35.77 points to 2,339.82. 


бее stock market report on Page B4) 
Dealers said Wall Street 
widely expected the Fed to low- 
er rates again after its half- 
point cut in September, which 
was intended to address prob- 
lems in the credit markets. 
SHARES) BS 


By Daxim L. Lucas 


THE LOCAL BUSINESS 
community remains up- 
beat about the Philippines’ 
prospects amid the chal- 
lenges posed by globaliza- 
tion and the controversies 


in the political arena. 

‘The optimism is being fueled to a 
significant degree by the partnership 
between the public and private sec- 
tors which is essential to sustaining 
the county's rapid economic 
growth, the Philippine Chamber of 


Commerce and Industry (PCCD said. 

"Our emphasis is really on this 
public-private partnership which we 
need for us to be competitive," РОСТ 
president Samie Lim said. He made 
his comments on the sidelines of the 
organization's 33rd Philippine Busi- 
ness Conference and Expo in Manila 
which runs until tomorrow. 

Lim said the PCCI has been laying 
the groundwork for stronger pub- 
lic-private partnerships for the last. 
five years, and added that the orga- 
nization’s thrust was now begin- 
ning to pay off. 

"We now have success stories which 
we could hold up as examples for oth- 
er businesses to emulate,” he said. 


Yesterday's sessions focused on 
the country’s re-emergence as а 
preferred destination for foreign 
businesses after years of being con- 
sidered an investment backwater. 
‘Other focal points of the confer- 
ence will be the challenges and op- 
portunities in major infrastructure 
projects of the government to sus- 
tain economic growth, create more 
jobs and disperse the effects of eco- 
nomic growth to the rural areas. 
‘Among the guest speakers at the 
event was US Ambassador to the 
Philippines Kristie A. Kenney who 
noted that the rapid economic growth 
in recent years has put the country 
BUSINESSMEN/ B4 


Citigroup sees P42.50:$1 


By Doris C. Dumlao 


US-BASED FINANCIAL GIANT CITI- 
group sees the peso heading to 42.50 
by yearend given strong foreign in- 
flows from overseas remittances and 
capital-raising activities by local 
companies in the fourth quarter. 
After breaking into the 42 levels 
this year, Citigroup expects the peso 
to further rally to 41.50 six months 
ahead and to 40.75 in a year's time on 


stronger foreign investment inflows. 

In a commentary dated Oct. 12, 
Citigroup economist Jun Trinidad 
said the Bangko Sentral ng Pilipinas’ 
huge foreign exchange losses would 
also likely make the central bank 
more discriminate in its intervention 
то slow down the peso's appreciation. 

The peso yesterday closed at 
44.28 to a dollar at the Philippine 
Dealing System from Tuesday's fin- 
ishof 44.11. 


"Strong pressure оп the peso this 
quarter should provide the impetus 
for more peso appreciation in 2008 
barring event risk," Trinidad said. 
“A private investment cycle that's 
just stirring up—energized by privati- 
zation activities and upbeat tempo of 
public investments—could highlight 
a stronger foreign direct investment 
outlook next year,” Trinidad sai 
‘Alongside offshore portfolio in 
CITIGROUP/ B4 


© Ayala 
Corp. 
raises size 
of bond 
float to 
P8B/B4 
GMA 
Network 
posted. 
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profit in 
Jan.- 
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BiR 
to pursue 
cases vs 
banks on 
DSTs /B8 


‘Moving 500,000 vehicles through the years has brought Toyota Motor Philippines 
o unprecedented heights. But that is not the only thing we take pride in. We 
stood by our commitment to make peoples lives better through innovation, technology 
and social responsiblity. It is our promise that for every Toyota vehicle we will be selling 
in the days and years to come, we will be giving the same passion, the same commitment 
to take our customers with us as we move forward to the future. 


We'll move you from where you are to where you want to be. 
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Institute of Internal 
Auditors Philippines 


INSTITUTE OF INTERNAL AUDITORS PHILIPPINES 


60T ANNUAL CONVENTION 


ADVOCACY: THE PASSION OF OUR PROFESSION 


October 25 - 27, 2007 
Pryce Plaza Hotel, Cagayan De Oro City 


MESSAGES 


Warmest greetings to the Institute of Internal 
‘Auditors Philippines (ПАР) as you hold your. 
60 Annual Convention. 


Your theme, "Advocacy: the Passion of Our 
Profession,” shows your commitment to 

constantly improve the skills and technical 

know-how of your members to keep them 

breast of global trends. This aso emphasizes your advocacy to promote 
transparency and prudence in corporate and goverament spending. 


Indeed, the Philippines is now experiencing a strong economic 
tumaround because of your contribution in curbing corruption and im 
checking wasteful amd unnecessary spending. As active partners of 
government, 1 ask all of you to join me in our efforts to move our country 
forward toward greater political stability and economie prosperity. 


‘Mabuhay! 


GLORIA MACAPAGAL-ARROYO 
President, Republic of the Philippines 


‘This year’s Convention Theme, Advocacy: The 
Passion of Our Profession, is most fining to 
the Institute of Internal Auditors Philippines" 
continuing mission to champion governance 
and quality in practicing our profession. As 1 
have emphasized im ту message during my 
induction to the presidency, of this prestigious 
organization, we have indeed taken on а 
commitment. Together, we serve. 


Our role as internal auditors continues to evolve as the business landscape 
moves toward a dynamic business environment characterized by 
globalization and borderless economies. Our advocacy has always been to 
quip our intemal auditors with the skills and tributes that are 
responsive to the changing expectations of our stakeholders in this new 
economie and business environment. 


The theme for this year's Convention mirrors the continuing efforts of 
your Institute to ensure that the internal auditing profession is regarded as 
an important enabler of good governance and partner for success of every 
organization, 


What is also most auspicious is that his year marks the Diamond Year for 
this annual event! 1 believe that this is the culmination of every 
Presidents leadership and living testimony of his legacies. 1 am proud to 
be among the leaders of this organization characterized by its members’ 
deep sense of commitment and our passion in promoting the highest 
professional standards of the internal auditing profession. | also believe 
{hat this passion will never fade — it will forever glow in the heart of 
every internal auditor. 


To the men and women of the Institute, my best personal wishes and 
heantiest of congratulations on this 60° Annual Convention. The joumey 
that started 60 years ago has not stopped. We continue to surge onwards, 
collectively buoyed by our integrity and service to the profession. 


LEONARDO J. MATIGNAS, JR. 
ПАР President 


000, 


Оп behalf of the Board of the Directors and the 
Convention Committe, it gives us pleasure to 
welcome the sponsors, delegates, speakers and 
guests to the 60* Annual Convention of the 
Institute of Internal Auditors Philippines in this 
adventure city of the south - Cagayan de Ого. 


“This most anticipated yearly gathering has been di RO baa 
3 vente in sharing knowledge. exchanging ideas, benchmarking and 

Z шера nd making new fend n бе profession. For this уса, the 
Convention commince has organized а тешр and simulating 
program with dinpished keynote speakers, relevant opie presentations 
[оп acclaimed local and foreign speakers who are experts in their fields 
tobe concluded by an adventare tor of tne island- 


The theme “Advocacy, the Passion of our Profession" encompasses the 
myriad ways your Institute ean serve you our stakeholders by helping you 
improve your тай so that in turn, you can make a difference in your own. 
organizations. 


As directorin-charge, { would like to wish everyone a rewarding and 
pleasant stay in Cagayan de Oro City. 


AMADOR A. RACPAN 
2007 Convention BOD- in-charge 


c@ See 


Welcome to the 60" Annual Convention of the 
Institute of Internal Auditors Philippines! The 
ПАР has indeed come a long way! And what а 
best way to celebrate it than im the City of 
Golden Friendship, Cagayen De Oro City! 


This convention highlights the theme 

“Advocacy: the Passion of our Profession.” 

Indeed, our ability to focus our thoughts and attention to our goals will 
keep us armed in facing the challenges and changes affecting our 
profession. Our passion to continuously deliver objective and innovative 
Solutions io our respective organizations and clients will broaden ош 
image as a powerful force of positive change and improvement in our 
society. 


is year's annual convention sims to impart insights, practical 
approaches and practices on enhancing further the effectiveness and 
strengthen the capabilities of our professionals. In addition, there will be 
fellowship activities to build and increase your network of associates and 

+ friends and the launching of the 60" ПАР anniversary to commemorate 
this significant milestone. 


Оп behalf of the 2007 ПАР Convention Committe, | wish you an 
enjoyable, productive and memorable Annual Convention! 


WARLITO $. DONAIRE, CPA, CIA 
2007 Convention Chairman 


Advocacy: 
The Passion 
of our 
Profession 
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ч 
‘on, WUAL CONVENTION 


PROGRAM OF ACTIVITES 


Du 
>. ‘Auditors Philippines. 
" Cagayan De Oro city, Philippine? 


Dayi 


October 25 (THURSDAY) 


120-230 
230-330 


345-445 


445-545 


545-645 


645-720 
790-1140. 


Registration А Luncheon 

Opening Remarks 

Mr. Leonardo J. Matignas Jr.— ПАР President 

Sycip, Gorres & Velayo (SGV & Co) 

‘Welcome Remarks 

Hos. Constantino Jaraula 

Mayor, Cagayan De Oro City 

Keynote Address 

Hos. Oscar Moreno 

Govemor, Misamis Oriental 

‘Whistle Blowing in the Philippines: Awareness Atitudes and Structures 
Ms. Heidi Mendoza 

Philippine Development Forum, Governance and Anticorruption Working. 
Group Secretariat, 

Internal Audit and Audit Committee in Goverament 

Mr. Bob Mcdonaid 

Director - Risk Management, Queensland Department of Main Roads 
Keep Watch: Anti-Money Laundering 

Mr. Jobn McFarland 

Country Manager, Hill & Associates, Singapore 

FREE TIME 

Dinner & Socials, Gala Night: Cultural Show & Awarding of Certificates 


Day? 


‘October 26,2007 (FRIDAY) 


500-920 


9:00 - 10:00 


аз-аз 


илз- 240 


415-515 


545-720 
40-110 


Public Speaking the Easy Way 

Ms. Lourdes Felix 

Charter President, Роп Bonifacio Toastmaster Club 

The Role of Intemal Auditor in a New Risk Environment 
Mr. Reynaldo De Dios 

President, Reynaldo De Dios & Co. 

Managing IT Audit Function for Competitive Advantage 
Mr. Frank Yam. 

Chief Executive, Focus Strategie Group 

GROUP PICTURE & LUNCHEON 

Corporate Ethics and Accountability 

Atty. Rene С. Bader 

SVP & Corporate Govem 
Internal Audit Trends 

Mr. Mike Evans 

“TeamMate Asia Pacific Leader 
PricewaterhouseCoopers. Hongkong 

ме, Inc: Unleashing the Power of the New Professionals 
Ms. Cecille V. Huidem 

SVP Human Resource Management, Grepalife 

FREE TIME 

Launching of the 60° ПА-Р Anniversary 

Dinner & Socials 


Advisor, PLOT 


Days 


‘October 27 (SATURDAY) 
White Water Rafting or Bukidnon Countryside Tour 


PEARL SPONSORS 


LUNCH / DINNER SPONSORS 


irasi 


TEAMMATE 


DINNER SPONSORS 
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АР BOARD OF ECTORS 


President. Leonardo J. Matignas Jr. 
Partner 
SGV & Co 
Mary Jane O. Rosales 
Area Finance Manager 
: Petron Corp 
1 VP -Internal | Reginald C. Nery 
Affairs Partner 
1 KPMG Laya Mananghaya & Co. 
Melanie T. Oteyza 
Country Audit Manager Australia 
San Miguel Corporation. 
Ma. Rosario F. Abot 
VP & Compliance Officer 
р Citigroup Business Process Solutions. 
Н Pte. Lid. 
Secretary Elvira D. Soriano 
і AVP 1 
i UCPB 
[Asst Secretary: Amador A. Racpan 
; 1 АУР - Credit Control Officer 


Executive УР 


ГАУР - Internal 
Affairs 


УР — Prof. Devt. 


| Philamlife 
Dante P. Soriano 
Managing Partner 

f Soriano Soriano & Co. 
Asst. Treasurer Richel Mendoza 

[ Internal Audit Manager 


‘Treasurer 


CADP Group Corp 

Susan S. Domingo 

VP & Comptroller. 

ICTs! 

Michael Cabatuando 

Risk Management Manager. 
People Support 

Corazon S. Rey 

FVP Internal Audit 


Director 


Philippine Bank of Communication 
; Ramon T. Pagdagdagan 
AVP Internal Audit 
1 First Philippine Holdinas Corp 
Director / j Helen T. De Guzman 
Immediate Past 5 
President |... 


Committee Chairpersons 


Membership 


VP - Audit & Compliance. 
Manila Electric Company 


Christine Saman 

à. East West Bank 
Norman C. Gabriel 

+ Procter & Gamble 
Duchess Marie Cruz 
Procter & Gamble 
Richel Mendoza 
CADP 
Ria Rimando 
Jollibee Foods Corporation 
Pet Lubenia 
Knights of Colombus 
Enrique Victor Pampolina 
Wyeth Philippines 
Jaime Villegas 
Ayala Corporation 

} Lilian Linsangan 

2 Punongbayan & Araullo 

+ Rolando Soliven 
Atlanta Industries, inc. 

^| Edel Mary Vegamora 

3 Sun Life Financial - Philippines 
CIA Country Coordinator 
Alex Cordero 
Ayala Corporation. 
CIA Deputy Coordinator 
Ana Luisa S. Lim 

Í RCBC 


Prof. Devt. 
TSRC 

$ Finance 
Technology 

{Election 

j Audit 
Governance 

Т Academe Rel. 

Í Marketing 


Certifications. 


{ International 


Edel Mary D. Vegamora 
Sun Life Financial — Philippines 
Larry Francisco 

p —M€ Meralco 


Chapter Presidents 


? Rodulfo C. Taneo, Jr. 
+ CL Manabat & Co. 
Davao Chapter Í Sofronio C. Paster, Jr. 
nd One Network Bank 


Convention Committee 


Amador A. Racpan 
Philamlife 
Warlito S. Donaire 
Fasirategies Consulting 
Ramil Nafiota 
Punongbayan & Araullo 
Anthony A. Catajan 
Financial Consultant 

1 Bong D. Soliven 
Atlanta Industries, Inc: 
Rodelyn Chan Lee 
ШАР Executive Director 
Melanie B. Buenafe 
a ПАР Secretariat 


{Cebu Chapter ^ 
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Yap bats for more investments in agriculture sector 


ByAmyR.Remo ^ domestic product 2outofeverySFi- loanandinvestment “Тһе biggestchal- to accelerate to sufficiently in- comes and provide the countryside,” 
and employs nearly ipino workers, these figures were measly. lenge for DA is how agribusiness growth crease farmers in- jobs especially in Yapsaid. 


MORE INVEST- 
ments in the local 
agriculture sector 
are needed if the —— 
country wants to k 

achieve the target of 
halving the number 
of “extremely poor” 
by 2015, according 
to Agriculture Sec- 
retary Arthur C. 
Yap. 

He noted that the 
World Bank report 
released last week 
had underscored this 
need and stressed 
that more funds in 
the farm sector could 
substantially reduce 
the number of poor, 
ог those living on $1 
aday. 

In the Philip- 
pines, however, the 
agriculture sector 
receives only a pal- 
try share of the total 
investments. 

Bangko Sentral 
ng Pilipinas also re- 
ported that in 
March, only 5.7 per- 
cent of all outstand- 
ing loans in the 
county went to — 
agricultural projects 
despite the Agri- 
Agra Law, which re- 
Dun = Many people feel they can’t afford a Porsche. 
cate 20 percent oí s E 
their “loanable” It’s only a feeling. 
funds for agricultur- 
al projects. 

At the same time, Drive home the Cayenne with our special ownership packages: 
only 1.33 percent of Net monthly payment for as low as P65,000.00; OR 


the total foreign di- * Down payment schemes for as low as P952,500.00. Porsche Center Philippines 
rect investments in 

2006 went to agri- Every purchase comes with an owner's exclusive Cayenne Watch PGA Cars Porsche Building 
culure, according from the Porsche Design Driver's Collection. 201 EDSA, Mandaluyong City 


to the Board of In- Cayenne Porsche Financing Campaign in partnership with ED Tels (02) 7270148 
vestments, 


Considering that ‘All applications are subject to bank approval LD 
agriculture © ac- gue se РСА Сав 82% 


counts for a fifth of prn 
the countrys gross Por эп NCR port # A30877 sies ot 2007. Promo vaig tom October 18 o November 30, 2007. 


Weekend banking 


even beyond the mall. 


Starting October 20 at these branches: 


Open on Saturdays: METRO MANILA - Banawe * Cubao * Greenhills + Malabon * Marcos Highway * Pasay - EDSA * Rockwell * T. Alonzo * Tutuban 
PROVINCIAL - Angeles * Bacolod - Araneta * Baguio * Balibago * Baliuag * Batangas - Р. Burgos * Cagayan de Oro - Lapasan * Cebu - Main 
Cebu - Pasil * Davao - Sta. Ana * Estancia * La Union * Naga * San Pedro Laguna * Vigan * Open on Saturdays and Sundays: МАЈА Branch 


Looking affer fnt 


Bank of Commerce cera 


www.bankcom.com.ph Call us at 812-0000 for all your banking needs. € 
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of bond float to РВВ 


By Elizabeth Sanchez-Lacson 


CONGLOMERATE AYALA СОВР 
has secured the consent of its board 
of directors to raise its planned 
bond offer to P8 billion from P7 bil- 
lion. 

Ina disclosure to the Philippine 
Stock Exchange (PSE) yesterday, 
Ayala general counsel Renato 
Marzan said the principal 
amount was P5 billion with an 
option to increase the offer to P8 
billion. . 

The amendment, which will be 
contained in a revised registration. 
statement, will be filed with the Se- 
curities and Exchange Commission 
(SEC). 

‘An INQUIRER source privy to the 
bond deal said this was a proactive 
way to increase the size should de- 
mand improve once the bonds were 
offered. 

Ayala earlier said it planned to is- 
sue P5 billion in five-year fixed rate 
peso corporate bonds as it contin- 
ues to build up cash for 2008. 


Ayala is in talks with a consor- 
tium of six banks to underwrite the 
peso bond led by BPI Capital. The 
issue date for the bonds, at the ear- 
liest, may be this month until the 
end of November. 

“Essentially this transaction is 
along the line of what we have 
been doing since last year, which 
is prepaying higher costing debt 
with lower costing ones given the 
liquidity in the market, where pe- 
so funds can be sourced at very 
attractive terms, including at 
much lower rates,” Ayala treasur- 
er Ramon G. Opulencia earlier 
said. 

“This is also in line with our 
thrust to continue to focus on sourc- 
ing our funding from the domestic 
market or lowering our dependence 
in the offshore market,” Opulencia 
had s 

Over the years, Ayala has shifted 
its debt mix to 81 percent in pesos 
and 19 percent in dollars compared 
with 90:10 foreign-local ratio in the 
past. 


“This is in line with the continu- 
ing commitment to provide alterna- 
tive investments to investors in the 
market, similar to what we have 
done in the past three years,” Opu- 
lencia had said. 

In 2004, Ayala issued P7 billion 
in bonds, the biggest corporate peso 
bond issuance in history. Last year, 
Ayala also issued preferred shares 
worth P5.8 billion. As of June this 
year, net debts were down to $278 
million from $464 million in De- 
cember 2006. 

Ayala’s prepayment of debts 
since the start of the year has gener- 
ated savings of about P500 million 
over the remaining life of the debts. 

Proceeds from Ayala's value re- 
alization initiatives and healthy 
dividend flows from subsidiaries 
placed the company's cash level at 
P20 billion by the end of the first 
half, giving the company flexibility 
to further reduce debt and financ- 
ing expenses. Net debt as of the 
end of the first semester was at P13 
billion. 


PLDT seen hitting profit target 


By Riza T. Olchondra. 


PHILIPPINE LONG DISTANCE TELE- 
phone Co. (PLDT) said it expected to 
hit its upgraded net profit target of 
P34 billion for this year. 

Company chair Manuel Pangili- 
man told reporters yesterday at the 
sidelines of the Philippine Business 
Conference and Expo at the Manila 
Hotel that better-than-expected 
subscriber growth was helping 
boost profit. 

The company's original profit tar- 
get for this year was P32 billion, just 
slightly higher than the P31.5 bil- 
lion in profit generated in 2006. 

"The company’s subscriber base has 


By Abigail L. Ho. 


PNOC EXPLORATION CORP EX- 
pects to privatize 60 percent of the 
government's stake in it within the 
first quarter of 2008. 

PNOC-EC president Rafael del Pi- 


2. lar said the state firm, parent firm 
* Philippine National Oil Co. and finan- 


cial advisers Citibank and ATR Kim 
Eng were now studying how to struc- 
ture the company's privatization. 

He said that considering the 
strength of the stock market, some 
of the shares to be privatized would 
be sold to the public through an ad- 
ditional listing. 

PNOC-EC is already listed on the 
Philippine Stock Exchange. 

Part of the shares up for privati- 
zation would be sold to a "corner- 


PANGILINAN 


stone investor," similar to the priva- 
tization method adopted by PNOC 
Energy Development Corp, he 
said. 

He said the specific sizes of the 
additional offer and the block sale 
have yet to be finalized. 

Roadshows, however, have al- 
ready been scheduled for late Jan- 
wary to early February. These would 
be conducted in Hong Kong, Singa- 
pore, London, New York and Paris. 

"Our advisers are now conduct- 
ing due diligence. We are having 
our reserves certified because we 
need to have a certification from а 
third party. We're in the process of 
valuing the company" he told re- 
porters yesterday. 

PNOC-EC has stakes in nine ser- 
vice contracts, including a 10-per- 


Citigroup sees P42.50:$1 


vestment, Trinidad said the capital 
flows would augment the expected 
$12-$13 billion in overseas Filipino 
‘remittances next year. 

"Abating pressure on gross inter- 
national reserves (GIR) from lower 
external public debt sector pay- 
ments indirectly supports favorable 
local currency prospects,” he said. 

GIR, a key indicator of the coun- 
ту ability to service the foreign ex- 
change requirements of the econo- 
my, consists of the BSP's gross for- 
eign currency holdings, gold re- 
serves, foreign investments and 


Businessmen ... 


From page BI 
‘back on the radar screen of foreign investors. 


She pointed out that the countrys 
progress was aided by it ability to leverage 
its advantages in the fields of tourism, natu- 
ral resources and its people, which she de- 
_ scribed as “the country's greatest resource.” 
The US envoy stressed that, to be able to 


special drawing rights from the In- 
ternational Monetary Fund. 

"BSP's reported financial losses 
exceeding P40 billion into the third 
quarter of 2007 arising from ex- 
change and liquidity management 
would probably curb its appetite for 
foreign exchange reserve accumu- 
lation and ensuing swap activities 
while selectively protecting the pe- 
зо оп the downside," Trinidad said. 

But the economist said a down- 
side break of the key barrier at 
44:$1, which the BSP had been try- 
ing to preserve in the last few 


October 24, 2007 


grown to 28.3 million as of Oct. 1. 

"We had 24 million subscribers 
last year. Originally we planned to 
have 27 million by the end of this 
year. But right now it (could be) 
around 29 to 30 million, so it was 
better than expected," he said. 

In the first quarter of the year, 
PLDT reported having 26 million 
subscribers and a net income of 
P8.57 billion. 


PLDT president and СЕО 


Napoleon Nazareno had said that 
core net income rose 13 percent to 
P17.2 billion during the first half, so 
core earnings for the year would 
likely exceed the previously an- 
nounced target of P33 billion. 


Sale of PNOC-EC shares set 


cent shareholding in the Malam- 
paya Deep Water Gas-to-Power pro- 
ject in offshore Palawan. 

‘According to the proposed 
timetable for the secondary offer- 
ing, drawing up the privatization 
plan and the valuation would take 
around two weeks, with the con- 
duct of a due-diligence audit and 
the acquisition of stockholder ap- 
proval to take another six weeks. 

Applying for the sale of new 
shares, getting the necessary regu- 
latory approvals, pre-marketing, 
conducting a management road- 
show, allocating to international in- 
vestors, and actually listing the 
shares will be completed in another 
14 weeks. 

The block sale should be done 
soon after. 
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weeks, was inevitable. 

"A weak US dollar across the re- 
gion and resurgent onshore risk ap- 
petite as the equity market hit a 
new high above 3,800 provided a 
positive backdrop for the local cur- 
rency,” Trinidad said. 

He said lackluster corporate de- 
mand into the tailend of the import 
season (third quarter) would likely 
sustain dollar sell-offs. 

Were it not for strong BSP inter- 
vention particularly at ranges close 
to 44, he said the peso would have. 
been trading at the 43 levels now. 
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progress further, the local business communi- 

ty must also move to protect the environment. 
The business community must also “keep 

investing in people" especially in training 


the country's future workforce. 


"The Filipino is a great competitive ad- 
" vantage,” she said. 


Finally, Kenney urged the business commu- 
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nity to “invest in peace" especially in Min- 
danao, which makes up a third of the country’s 


landmass and provides an even higher per- 
centage of the country's agricultural output. 


Todays sessions will feature House 
Speaker Jose C. de Venecia Jr, Sen. Francis 
„ Pangilinan, Philippine Amusement and 
ДИ. Gaming Corp. chair Ephraim Genuino and 

Supreme Court Senior Associate Justice 


Leonardo A. Quisumbing. 
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33RD PBCE OPENING 


Japanese Ambassador to the Philippines Makoto 
Conference and Exposition chair Francis Chua, Philippine Chamber of Commerce and 
Industry chair Donald Dee and PCCI president Samie Lim chat after going around the 
exhibit area of the 33rd PBCE. The three-day annual business meet and the exposition. 
opened yesterday at the Manila Hotel. President Macapagal-Arroyo will be the special 
guest and keynote speaker on the third day of the conference. 


Katsura, Philippine Business 


AUOYESFERS 


Lobby dovey 


FINALLY, BIG BUSINESS IS SPEAKING UP 
against the Napocor “mafia” that is lobby- 
ing Congress to amend the power sector re- 
form law, Epira. 

The mafia's main target is the Epira pro- 
vision that state monopoly Napocor must 
sell all of its power plants. Meaning, if the 
sons of their mothers succeed, happy days 
are here again for them! For us, power rates 
stay as the second highest in all of Asia! 
Thanks, Congress! 

‘The move is apparently gaining support 
in Congress, due to the blessing of the Lola 
at the Palace for the notorious Napocor 
mafia. 

But the influential American Chamber of 
Commerce (AmCham) in the Philippines 
recently commented against the move. 

‘And here is Federico "Piki" Lopez, presi- 
dent of First Gen Corp., the Lopez group's 
arm in the power generation business: 

“amending the law will crack open a hor- 
net’s nest of controversy and uncertainty 
that will reverse all the gains achieved thus 
far" 

Take that, you greedy bastards! 

BY "GAINS," perhaps, Piki refers to the suc- 
cessful sale of big-ticket Napocor assets 
done by Power Sector Assets and Liabilities 
Management (PSALM) Corp. 

Last year, PSALM unloaded the 112- 
megawatt (MW) Pantabangan-Masiway, 
the 360-MW Magat hydroelectric and the 
600-MW Masinloc coal fired plants. 

Italso sold recently ће 600-MW Calaca 
coal-fired power plant to a Belgian con- 
sortium, Calaca Holdco, for $786.53-mil- 
lion. 

All told, the privatization of Napocor 
plants has reached 38 percent, as against 
the 70 percent required by the Epira by this 
time. With PSALM bidding out two to three 
more power plants with lower generating 
capacity, the rate can hit 50 percent this 
year. 

No wonder, the таба is moving heaven 

and earth to stop it. They may soon run out. 
of assets for their big-time racket. 
IT SEEMS our beloved lawmakers are ig- 
noring the fact that Napocor is still under 
the Energy Regulatory Commission's inves- 
tigation for last year’s price-fixing scandal. 

The main figure in it was of course 
Napocor president Cyrill del Callar. 

If Napocor could get involved in price 
manipulation in the past, nothing can pre- 
vent it from doing the same thing again, 
since it still controls the power generation 
business. 

Now, imagine for a moment how those 
foreign investors will react if Congress 
amends the Epira to keep the Napocor 
monopoly. 

Look, despite the scandal, featuring the 
head of Napocor no less, the ERC has yet to 
install safeguards against similar manipu- 
lations in the future. 

As a result of the price fixing, we, the 
public, must now cough up some P2 billion 
more for our electric bills. Nice! 

QUIETLY in the past two years, this little 
Known Filipino company called Primer 
Group of Compa- 
nies has been hold- 

ing conferences and. 

product exhibits for 

its so-called region- 

al partners. 

‘The “partners” ac- 
tually come from 
Hong Kong, Singa- 


m 


Conrado R. Banal Ш. i4 


brands of shoes, luggage, bags and even 
outdoor wear. 

Jimmy Thai, CEO of Primer—who actu- 
ally partnered with his boyhood friends and 
brothers (and their friends) to start the 
business some 20 years ago—tells me that 
the group tries to promote its lines by 
putting up “mono product” outlets. You 
know—one single brand each store, appar- 
ently for visibility! 

Thus, locally, Primer has about 60 stores 
in different malls, for instance, exclusively 
for its “Kickers” and “Sanuk” brands. 

Still, Primer carries many other brands 
which, according to Thai, are sold in large 
but mixed outlets, such as its huge “Travel 
Club” (all sorts of luggage and travel 
bags) store at the new Ayala mall, Trino- 
ma. 

Nevertheless, the lucrative business of 
regional distribution has long been the do- 
main of companies in Singapore and Hong 
Kong, and their main target has always 
been the Philippines. 

As far as I know, Primer is the first—and 
perhaps the only—Filipino group that 
dared to venture in the marketing and dis- 
tribution business overseas. 

Itcan be done! 

FORMER Rep. Rene Diaz, who is also a for- 
mer presidential assistant for Central Lu- 
zon, has a proposal to the Lola at the Palace 
about the Diosdado Macapagal Interna- 
tional Airport (DMIA) in Clark. 

He wants the administration to advance 
the plan for DMIA to get more scheduled 
flights than the Майа (Ninoy Aquino Inter- 
national Airport), and he wants it by 
2010—or three years from now. 

То Diaz, the construction of an interna- 
tional passenger terminal is critical, even 
justa modular design. 

Frankly, most other airport terminals in 
the country are infinitely better than the 
DMIA terminal, which looks like it is still 
part of the military camp. 

Look, at the frontage of the DMIA com- 
pound is a chicken-wire fence. 1 mean, 
where else in the world does an interna- 
tional airport look like a poultry farm? 
DIAZS letter to the Lola also reads: “To fa- 
cilitate this transfer, all airlines that want to 
fly into DMIA at Clark should be allowed ir- 
respective of existing air rights from now 
till 2010 

“The local airlines should also be encour- 
aged to transfer immediately part of their 
international and domestic flights to 
DMIA. 

"If they fail to provide the service to both 
Jong range and short range routes, then 
other foreign airlines should be allowed to 
fly now and develop the market." 

Don't you just smell a "free skies" (Le. 
foreign airlines) lobby here? 
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GMA Network posted 


B: 


P1.8-B profit in Jan.-Sept. 


By Riza. Olchondra 


GMA NETWORK INC. POSTED A 
consolidated net income after tax of. 
P1.788 billion in the first nine 
months of 2007. 

This was 17 percent higher than 
the P1.532 billion registered in the 
same period last year. 

Revenues as of end-September 
reached P8.8 billion, 7 percent high- 
er than the P8.3 billion last year. 

Net income in the third quarter 
alone reached P662 million, 7 per- 
cent more than the P617 million in. 
ihe same quarter last year. Rev- 
enues in the third quarter hit P3.1 
billion, slightly up from P3 billion a 
year ago. 

СМА Network chair Felipe Gozon 
said the company would will likely 
sustain its growth momentum in 
the fourth quarter and post more 
than P2 billion in net income for the 
whole year. 


Firm expects 
- to surpass 

P2-B mark 

by end of ’07 


“Tm very satisfied with the sales 
in October and that could continue 
in November and December,” Go- 
zon said. 

The company will continue its ex- 
pansion projects, with P530 million 
left to spend out of its P900-million 
budget for capital expenditure this 
year. This will be spent for its expan- 
sion programs in the regions- includ- 
ing Bicol, the Visayas and Mindanao. 

Television airtime sales in the nine- 
month period grew 6 percent over 
last year to P8.1 billion. International 


operations, including GMA Pinoy TV 
and syndication, grew 52 percent 
over the same period last year. As of 
August, GMA Pinoy TV has an esti- 
mated 735,000 viewers worldwide 
based on 147,000 subscribers. 

The network also attributed the. 
bigger profit in the nine-month pe- 
riod to better cost management. 

Expenses for the third quarter 
grew mainly because salaries and 
benefits were increased by 20 per- 
cent. The P80-million one-time pay- 
ment of bonuses to employees in the 
third quarter in relation to the firm's 
collective bargaining agreement 
contributed to the rise in expenses. 

Higher talent fees and costly pro- 
duction of Eleksyon 2007 also 
pushed expenses up. 

These, according to GMA Net- 
work, were offset by the lower pro- 
duction cost incurred for QTV-11. 
‘This was due to the replacement of 
in-house programs by rented shows. 


Insular offers dollar-denominated policy 


INSULAR LIFE ASSURANCE CO. IS OFFER- 
ing policyholders a dollar-denominated in- 
surance cum investment product that pro- 
vides a yield of up to 8 percent yearly. 

The product, called the Dollar Wealth 
Builder, is ideal for individuals who have 
dollars to invest over the medium to long- 
term and are looking for instruments that. 
offer higher than prevailing interest rates. 

Dollar Wealth Builder also provides dol- 
Jar-denominated insurance protection 
equal to a minimum guaranteed death ben- 
efit or the fund value, whichever is higher. 

The minimum premium for this single-pay 
product is $2,000, but policyholders may opt 
to increase their investment, and conse- 
quently their insurance cover, at a minimum 
top-up amount of $500. In case they need the 


Shares ... 


“Given renewed interest in risky assets 
following Wall Street's advance for the past 
two days, the markers momentum should 
continue,” said Gomer Tan of Regina Capi- 
tal Development Corp. 

“Security problems have been discount- 
ed and the outlook for earnings is upbeat. 
There was relief, too, that oil prices contin- 
ued to pull back (from fresh records 
reached last week)," he said. AFP 
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cash, they can also withdraw 
from the account (minimum of 
$250) provided that the mini- 
mum maintaining balance of 


$1,500 is met. This showcases 
the produces flexibility as it re- 
sponds to the changing needs of 
the policy owner. 
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$ "ТЛ SAGITTARIUS MINES, INC. 


The Tampakan Copper-Gold Project managed by Sagittarius Mines, Inc. 
(SM) has the following vacancies for regular position : 
SECURITY OPERATIONS OFFICER 
The postion wil be responsible fr the implementation ofthe Company's secutiy 
polls, undertaking irieznal investigations, desigring procedure, programmes, and 
фумет to safeguard personnel, actis, equipment, and materiais. Salary is 
Commensurate wih ho ole and responses. 
minimum, the Ideal candidat will: 
Proferaby бе а graduate ol РМА / PNPA 
Have at least 15 years supervisory experience 
Have experience in supervising field secur operations 
Ве proton i MS Offce Applealons 
Possess excelent oral and writen communicaon 
Ве abie to relate across al leves o те organizaton 
Had a professional drivers icense (Restriction Codes 1 2, 3) 
CORPORATE COMMUNICATIONS OFFICER 
“To success candidate wl be responsible for the зоодо direction of he Companys 
Communication pans and achieve the desired project posiioning outcomes. The 
Ténclons wil cover corporate imaging and branding, advertising and advocacy, 
тайейп; and crisis communications and issues management, and support the 
ommuniy and goverment relations teams. 
А а minimum, the position requires the following : 
+ "Masierl or Doctorale Degree, prlerably in communicaons 
10 years wort experience in communications and communications management 
Excelent witen and verbal communication ales 
Ресен in MS Offce application 
Has editorial and people sits 
Excellent in communication planting, strategie communications, project 
management, advocacy and marketing campaigns 
RESEARCHER / WRITER 
To be based in Makan, he role в primary designed o contribute 1o ће psioning ol 
The Tampakan Project by wrting and producing dillerent materials or various media 
а presoribed inthe communication plans and srateges nd manage meda relations 
inthe палола eve 
Minimum requirements Include: 
А Bachelor's Degree in Communications, Jourasm, Research or any related 
course 
lest 3 years of work that requires research, wriing and med relations 
Very good coordaton, networking. end publ relations ss 
Толеп wrting абу in news, aures, ard lomabon edcaen mates scipis 
Excelent language protiieney in Engish, Fliino and Visayan dialect 
зае applicants are invited o submit their application iater with comprehensive 
| résumé and Transcript of Records not later than 05 November 2007 to: 
HUMAN RESOURCES 
Sagitarius Mines, Inc. 
JPM Bulding, Bula-Lagao Road 
General Santos Cty 
Tel No : (083) 552-8407 
Fax No : (083) 552-8405 
Email: humanresources@smi.com.ph 
(Please indicate in the subject the poston being applied for) 


Republic of the Philippines: 
Professional Regulation Commission 
fanila 


INVITATION TO APPLY FOR ELIGIBILITY AND TO BID 
The Professional Regulation Commission, wilh address at P. Paredes cor. N. Reyes St (formerly Morayta 
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CLASSIFIEDS L 


Republic of the Philippines 
DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION 
PANGASINAN DIVISION IT 
Canarvacanan, Binalonan, Pangasinan, Philippines 
Tel. # 075-562-2650 Fax 075-562-4508 


INVITATION TO APPLY FOR ELIGIBILITY AND TO BID 


The Department of Education, Pangasinan Division Ii, through its Bids and 
‘Awards Committee (BAC), ines supphers / manufacturers stiles / contractors 
to apply or elgbly and to bid for е hereunder project: 


LOT | NAME ОР LOCATION | Approved Budget] Contract 
CONTRACT {or the Contract | Duration 
‘Supply and Delivery Php2,279,000.00 |90CD 
of School Fumiture 
Cy 2007 
‘Supply and Delivery 
of School Fumiture 
cy 2007 
‘Supply and Delivery 
of School Fumiture 
cy 2007 


[1771 


ShDsd | Phe252200000 | S0CD 


врана | Phe329200000 | 9000 


belonging to ciizens ofthe 
from Bidders who pass the оўу 
check is described in Section 1, Instucion to Bidders of the Bidding Documents. 


The schedule of BAC Activites is as follows: 


THURSDAY, OCTOBER 25, 2007 


те. ко. 981-1313, 983-0932 to 34, 
Елтай: dohchdzp@yahoo.com 
Sareari Fom Numer SFNER-OS Стас Вава Number. 010207 
evandon уга 2006 
INVITATION TO APPLY FOR ELIGIBILITY AND TO BID 

Tre DO Села Hot Devlpment Zanboanga Pers Proh ts Bs ant Анал Connie. 
(GAC. tes rac regered hand asso he Pipin Cnc Асзевіавот Board 
[PCAS ange as "edu. A wiha cento category “B” 1o apply кх окуш элд! ound eg. 


Consivloncl SS MOTHER CHILD HosptalBulding 
dol, Ss 

20 M 2dorey monti, 27 anm powerhouse 
Overhead Corona Waler Тай 

Er 


selene Coys 
Расне Bes жой! possess ald САВ cose spicata te солла have camels 
Soi conia эла value dS, ole ABC and rave rey pesomel end enne fisted in he 
goi Foe art re prosecuton le crac. Tho BAC wl seran dctonay pass! 
icta 1n те рону Crack Seeing ss wl as e Pinar Балит o Век. The 
ВАС va а ов арайсайо d a ves called. 

M paca иии о Ebay tener and Serin, Ва Seoul Рейолталсе Seas, Pr 
‘idan conc, Eaton o Bids Pos qulicaton and Ажат of Con shale govarmadby 
epeirerrotsonsc RA 914andsiemoting Pues c Fagor (RR 

Te scheddec! BAC aches i as flows: 

BAC Rees 
Reston pospecne bodes Lato ane 
LON sng Appicaton о ty 
issuance и Бону Кот 
бома Бубена 
Note of Res TET 


Schedule 
‘ier 25-Nowarbar 207 


‘ener 25 Noster 2007 
"Novenber 207 at 000AM, 
[ОТЕТ 


Activity Date 
October25:31,2007 


"Issuance o! Bd Documents Navere 14:2007 
PreBdOoraerce. "Noventer t$ 207, 1000AN. 
Receipt end Opening fs | December 2007. 1000A M: 


Nov. 5, 2007 @ 200 PM 


Nov. 12, 2007 @ 200 PM 


Nov. 12, 2007 @ 2:00 PM 


Bid Documents wil be available only to prospective bidders upon payment of a 
non-refundable amount of Php 3,000.00 to the DepED Pangasinan Division Il 
Cashier. 


The DepED Pangasinan Division I, reserves the right о accept or reject any Bid. 
andio annui the bing process and reject al bids at any me porto contract award, 
мош hereby сотто any labiiy o he afleced Bidder or bidders. 
(524) DONATO D. BALDERAS, JR. 
BAC Chairperson 


“The BAG visse to propeciv tides egy Foms al РОН - Center for Heath Development 
Zanboorga Peninssia. Upper Caran, Zaboanga Cly, upon submission ci eir LOL andup ths 
payment anon eluncee amount oi Öne Thousand Fue Hurt Pesas (P1 500 0O) eet Eig 
Firmo he DOH Carter tor Heati Development -Zamboanga enne Cast. Prospective Baders 
Жал айти те Elly Requromers i o ВАС a е ssid address. They may a cin Wr 
esi o! те Ойу Check Po ВАС а та same adest 
‘The BAC wilisue Bing Doconeis олу bids бозау е BAC tobe oibie lor he dd 
{pon pyro nce cundi munt Тел Thousand Pasos (P1009 0) те DOH Cerere 
est Deveconent толат Pew Csi. 
“Tne DOH Center Hest Development Zamboonga Pennsita, assures roreeposbaty whenever 
о compensate or indemn эдеп lo any penses cured п Во preparation of eir bids and 
‘eserves Pergit ен any and albis бадал: laurel ting orale award о conlra. 
Approved: 

(od) NFA B. TORRIZO MD, MPH 

raeson 


Advertise in 


Inquire about the JobMarket package | 


JobMarket Libre. 


MAGUINDANAO ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE, INC. 
DAAG E L C O-PALMA] 
мапата, Midsayap. Cotabato 
2052 
INVITATION TO PRE-QUALIFY AND BID 

De шоно PALL ph Pre Bas ла паа Coes BAC is std ape м 
Eos ope qa at ba stony exces epar okey nius an к ши bow. 
T. Gre un мүл Pos Tore 

шм кенш. эл: E We 


St), Sampaloc, Mania, hereby invites prospective bidders о apply for eligbiity and to bid for 


items forBidding | Approved Budget | Nom-Retundatie 


forthe Contact | Fee 


p 
Pre-bid Conference. 


LERS and Web Ponal 


P 650000010 
Erorconenl 


(VAT коме), 


P 650000 November 19,2007 


pnr 
WaT ecsve) 


м CommasonegTesey 

Te ced cmos sco э Dd кт кө экшн и MAGEL.CO. Capen, Dao Ode 
BE emissa NS seco AB let Pro 1500 00 ене? ar nudi 
p 

p oventr 08. 2007 
[Tp КЕ 
Тун ыз и ints еш Coto Decente O7. 20780 a) 


PETI 
WaT cov] 


ше bcs wit peed п ве ужин d м жиндер Dees, reste Ва PBAC ana 
лош m ба кшн Ag бшсен 

ЖЕТШЕ wa м ses inca cte d se дэл o иша ous dl b aad he coc 
Оше ы ега: ma eye iter Pee NEA et 


(poi etter 25.31 8 Now 208) MAGELCO PALLA MAACEMENT 


The LERIS and Web Portal Enhancement Project covers wo (2) major components namely: (a) he design and 
= development of addtional funclonaliies and features, instafing addtional secury  conrol features, and generating 


бота! system & management repons 


'among others, ol he existing РАС Licensure Examination and Regstraton 


information System (LERIS) which is an end-to-end real-time system covering online systems for application, 
payment, wai exaninaion, registration, egal management, and executive lormation, and (o) there engineering 
Bf Ine current PAC Web Ропа! lo enhance system весу. integrity, availability, and accessibty of LERIS and 
other РВС web-based services | systems, as well as to enhance the portals aesthetics and user-rendiness. 
‘The Network infrastructure Bul-Up Project involves the establishment of the PRC network infrastructure in 
nication of he deployment ol PAC's cial noraion systems п selected areas, Le., Manta, regional ofices 
and global ses. The project covers the detailed investigation of PRC's network requirements based on the project's 


objective, analysis of he findings, formulation of solution infrastructure, design and physical layout of pertinent 


at 897-8808 loc 514. 


WE ARE PUBLISHING SEVERAL MONTHLY 
TRADE MAGAZINES (OVER 40 YEARS OLD) 
[BASED IN QUEZON CITY AND ARE IN NEED OF: 


ADVERTISING SOLICITOR 
Good communication skis 
Wiling to go on fieldwork 
Hardworking, assertive and wiling to leam 
Experienced in sales or marketing 
preferable but not required 


TYPIST/STENOGRAPHER 

23 years old and above. 

With experience, graduate of a four-year 

college course 

With typing speed of 45 wpm and steno at 

60 wpm 
Qualified applicants may send in their 
applications in writing with recent photo and 
bio-data to: 


The Personnel Manager 
P. О. Box 3454, Manila or send resumé to 
TmacoyurbGhotmail.com or apply in 
person at 626 G. Araneta Avenue, 


Quezon City 


Civil 
engineers, 
highest 


devices, procurement, installation, configuration testing. deployment, peromance testing and training of nominated 


РАС personnel. 
‘The Otic 


covers he design, and development of Asset Management formation 


INVITATION TO BID 


ice Systems Automation Il Project 
System {AMIS}; enhancement ofthe Performance Appraisal System (PAS is par of the existing Human Resource 


‘Managemen iriomation System] and enhancement ofthe Elecuoic Cash Management System (eCMS is а castiering 
Sysiem developed in Visual Basic) and conver it то a web-based system. AMIS covers the full range of asset 
management processes rom planning, procurement, stoci-keeping upto disposal. Performance appraisal covers 
indvidual personnel and ofice work measurement including automated colecton of work accomplishments cl personne 
Using the varous computerized systems. eCMS wil be used for all PAC services wih payment ransactons and wil 
be imerfaced withthe LERIS and wih eNGAS (Electronic National Goverment Accounting System). These three 
systems willbe onine/ealime, web-based, collaborative, and must be interlaced wih other related РАС appicaton. 
jstems / modules Moreover, these must be integrated into the РАС internal colaboratve portal. 


Duration for the above projects shall be maximum of one (1) year. 
Bidders may consist о local or joint local and foreign consulanis diy. 


wih the Securtes and Exchange 
Commission (SEC) andlor any agency authorized by the laws ofthe Philippines. Bidders shall obtain the Est of 
‘ighityrequremens at the ofice ol Coneissoner Nio L Rosas, ВАС Chairman, atthe 2" cr, PRC Main Bung, 
‘Slang on Oclobet 25, 2007 wih а non-elundable fee al P 1,000.00 for each af the abovementioned projets. 


The prospective bidders shall submit a Letter of Intent (LOI) and Application for Eligibility at the office 


WHERE IS Basis" for the following property and equipment: 
NON- 


DESCRIPTION 
1 Unserviceable Motor Vehicles 


1996 Toyota Corolla XL 

1994 Toyota Tamaraw FX Wagon 
1993 Toyota Tamaraw FX 

1995 Mitsubishi Lancer EL 


NO.OFUNITS RE 
P 100.00 


ol ine ВАС Chairman on or belore November 5. 2007. The есу forms shal e released upon he receipt of ihe 


Lots and Applications for ЕБВ. 


The Коу requirements shal be submited not ater than 1 
Enhancement. 


1000 in ba marming on November 8, 2007 
"200 in he atemoon on November 8. 2007 tor Netwok йагы Baóup Propet and 1000 п he полы 
fen November 8. 2007 for Ойсе Sytems Automation Ia he PAC Conference Room, 2* for, PAC main buiding 


ie 2000 Nissan Cefiro Brougham 


AT,20V6 VIP. 


Prospective bidders shall be evaluated using non-discretionary passif criteria against the checklist of 


eligi requirements. ONLY ELIGIBLE BIDDERS shall undergo shor-stng based on the folowing criteria: 


Unserviceable Office Equipment, 1 Lot P 100.00 


Weights (%) 


Furniture and Fixtures, Obsolete 


Criteria TERIS "Network 


= Forms and Waste Materials 


‘The Pag-IBIG Funds inviting offers to buy by way of individual Sealed Bids on an "AS IS, 


REFUNDABLE — PREBID 


paid in 
construction 


industry 


IN THE COUNTRY'S 
construction industry, 
civil engineers receive 
the highest average 
monthly basic pay, the 
CONFERENCE f Department of Labor 
Oct30,2007 | and Employment 
(Dole) said. 

Labor and Employ- 
ment Secretary Arturo 
D. Brion said a survey of 
the Bureau of Labor and 
Employment Statistics 
(BLES) showed that 
civil engineers were 
paid the highest aver- 
age monthly wage rate 
atP15,061. 

He said the findings 
was based on the Occu- 
pational Wages Survey 
(OWS) conducted by 


Nov. 5, 2007 


BLES in August 2006 to 
inquire on the wages 
rates of 10 selected oc- 
cupations in the 
construction sector. 

He said the survey 
was part of the Doles e- 
forts to provide quality 
statistical information 
and services in supporto 
labor administration par- 
ticularly in analyzing and 
finding solutions to prob- 
lems confronting labor. 
and employment in the 


Enhancement | infrastructure 
Experience 50% E E:3 

|. Capability 
Available Manpower and ICT Facies [3 [3 эъ 
 MethodologyfApproach 10% 10% 10% 
Тош Score 100% 100% 300€ 
Passing Score [3 05 L3 


Bidding Guidelines will be available at the Property and Supply Management Division, 
General Services Department, Rm 704, Atrium of Makati Condominium, Makati Avenue, 
City of Makati beginning October 24, 2007 upon payment of the corresponding non- 
refundabie fee. 


Pre-bid conference shall be held on the above schedule at 2:00 in the afternoon at 
Ноот 602, 6th floor, Amel Taduran Най, Atrium of Makati Condominium, Makati Avenue, 
City of Makati. Schedule of submission and opening of bids will be announced during 
the said conference. 


“The Bidding documents and Terms of Reference (ТО) of ine above projects shali be made avalable ONLY 
то SHORTLISTED BIDDERS aller paying the abovementioned non-refundable lee foreach project starting on 
November 14, 2007. 


The Pag-IBIG Fund reserves the right to reject any or all bids, waive any formality or 
‘accept such bids as may be considered advantageous to the Fund. Further, the Pag- 
IBIG Fund assumes no obligations whatsoever to compensate or indemnity the bidders 
for expenses or losses that may be incurred in participating in this bidding. 


For further inquiries and/or information, please call Ms. Vivian Y. Aguilar or Cesar V. 
Racoma at 894-58-15 or 811-43-15. 


“The bids shall be evaluated using the Ошайу Cost based Evaluation System forthe projects. 

Al particulars relative to the ellgibilty check, opening and evaluation ol bids and contract awarding shall be 
governed by tne applicable provisions of Republ: Act No. 9184, chere known asthe Government Procurement 
Reform Act (GPRA), and Is Implementing Rules and Regulations. 

“The Commission reserves the right о verily the veracity of any information or authenticity of any document 
submited inthe course ol bidding and to undertake ocular inspection of oficas and !всйшез of bidders. R ewise. 
eserves the ight to reject any or ай bids, waive any defect or formality therein, and to accept the offer most 
"advantageous fo the PAC. I shall not assume any responsibilty whatsoever to compensate or indemnify the 
Daders for any expense incurred in the preparation of the bid, nor does it guarantee that an award wil be made. 

Very truly yours, 
(52) LEONOR T. ROSERO 
Charperson 


country. 
The BLES survey 
also showed that the 
second highest paid 
workers in construction 
were production super- 
visors and general 
foremen who received. 
an average monthly 
wage rate of P13,913. 


(503) DELIA L. BERNARDO 
Vice President, Administration Group 
Chair, Disposal Committee. 


(FOL-Oc. 24,25 £24 2807 
рт. ctber 25 2007) 


THURSDAY, OCTOBER 25, 2007 


20 
ALFONSO SANTOS * 
"PONCHIT 


Peacefully joined our Creator on June 18, 2006 
in Yellowknife, NT Canada. 
His cremated remains will be interred after the 
2:00 pm Mass to be held at the Multi-Purpose Hall, 
Loyola Memorial Park Marikina on October 27, 2007. 


He is lovingly remembered by his wife Nene Brosas 
Santos; his mother Engracia Delfino Santos; his 
sister Benilda S. Ramos & husband Tony; 
daughter Lourdes Rankin & husband Doug; son 
Anthony & girlfriend Jodie; grandchildren 
Victoria & Mitchell Rankin, relatives & friends. 


“I have fought the good fight, I have 
finished the race, 1 have kept the faith.” 


2 Timothy 4:7 


— PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER ———————— 


“OBITUARIES 


"d Que Dearly Beloved, ‘Manny 


ШЇ. VELA 


Peacefully joined our Lord on October 21, 2007 
at the age of 60. 


Her husband Rolando: her children Jun and Olga, 

Patricia and Donna and Paul; grandchildren Paeng, Yssa 

and Claire; brothers and sisters, request the pious readers 
to pray for the eternal repose of her soul. 


Her remains lie in state at La Funeraria Paz - Sucat 
(inside Manila Memorial Park), Parafiaque City. 


Tentative interment will be on Friday, October 26, 2007 
at the Manila Memorial Park, Parafiaque City. 


"I have fought the good fight, I have 
finished the race, I have kept the faith.” 
~2 Timothy 4:7 


IN LOVING MEMORY OF THE 
2ND DEATH ANNIVERSARY OF 


EXUPERANCIA F. RONQUILLO 
November 14, 1912-October 25, 2005 


Holy Mass will be offered on Sunday, 
October 28, 2007 at the Holy Family Parish Church, 
San Andres Bukid, Manila at 9:30 A.M. 

And at the following churches: 


Manila Cathedral Basilica of the 
Immaculate Conception 

St. Anthony of Padua Parish 

Archdiocesan Shrine of 
Nuestra Señora de Guia 

Immaculate Conception Parish, 
San Agustin Church 

Our Lady of Remedies, Malate 

Sta. Maria Goretti Parish 

St. Peter the Apostle Parish 

St. Vincent de Paul Parish 

‘St. Pius X Parish 

Holy Family Parish Church 
San Andres, Manila 


7:30 A.M. 
6:00 A.M. 


6:30 A.M. 
6:30 A.M. 


6:00 A.M. 
:00 A.M. 


BETTY REYES CERTEZA 


Peacefully joined her Creator on October 23, 
2007 at the age of 80. 


Her loving husband Tim, children Bettina and Gi, 
Yoland Lea and Ronald, Tim III and Sandra, and Michela; 
grandchildren, siters, relatives and friends request your 
prayers for the eternal repose of her soul. 


Her remains lie in state at St. Paul the Apostle Parish, 
Mother Ignacia St. cor. Timog Ave., Q. C. 


“There will be a 1 PM Mass on October 27, 2007 at St. Paul 
the Apostle Parish. Cremation will follow at the Loyola 
Memorial, Marikina City 


| 
үр 


"I am the resurrection and life. He who 
believes in Me will live, even though he dies 
and whoever believes in Me will never die." 
-John 11:25-26 


CIELINDO PAUL 
“Don-Don” L. LAO | 


Peacefully joined our Lord 
at the age of 33. 


His loving wife Karen Therese Cariaso-Lao, parents 
Drs. Leopoldo and Celia, brothers, sisters, uncles, aunts, 
nephews, nieces, in-laws, relatives and friends request the. 
pious readers to pray for the eternal repose of his soul. 


His remains lie in state at Our Lady of Remedies 
Chapel, Don Enrique Heights, Capitol Hills, | 
Commonwealth Avenue, Quezon City. 


Interment at Himlayang Pilipino Memorial Park, 
Tandang Sora Avenue, Quezon City immediately follows 


Our Lady of Remedies Chapel. 


\ after the 8:00 a.m. Mass on October 27, 2007, Saturday at 


We thank the Lord Jesus for the wonderful life of 


LAURA DOROTHEA “NANAY” 
PEREZ VALENTON 


the beloved wife of Eliodoro Valenton (t) 
who joined our Creator on the 
20th of October 2007 at the age of 87. 

Friends and family may view her remains at Nacional 
Memorial Homes, Araneta Ave, Quezon City. The interment 
will be held at Eternal Gardens, Kalookan City on Saturday, 
October 27, 2007 after the 1 p.m. necrological service at 
Nacional Memorial Homes. 

From her children Candido Daniel "Danny" & Lucy, 
Eliodoro Jr. "Dodo" & Ellen, Laura "Uni" Macaraeg and 
Liza & Nick Amparo; her brothers and sisters, grandchildren, 
and great-grandchildren. 


"The LORD is my shepherd; I shall not want... And I shall dwell 
in the house of the Lord forever.” (Psalm 23) 


mene ma amans c em 


Н 


OBITUARY REQUIREMENTS: 


1 ө Copy Death (ийїї © Any enfin document (LD) $ 


"Tam the Lord's servant. May:itbappen to me as you bave said." 


Баранина 


(lube 2:38) 


we design OBITUARIES for free _ 8D. MARY ANNUNCIATA CARIMBINCAN 


SALAMATIN, "CS. 
(baptized Eufrocina and popularly known as Sr. Са) 

(7 May:1923 24 Oct ber 2007) 
Consciously surrendered to God's calla pec ith баг бег 53 years as a Good Shepherd Sister, 

working indëfatigably for the poor 
The Philippine Province of the Good Shepheid ad her siblings, Amando and Aida. request your 

prayerful remembrance. 
The wake is at the Good Shepherd Chapel 1043 Aurora Boulevard, Q. C. Her ashes will be 
interred in the cemetery inside the compound, following the 8m. Mass of the 
Resurrection on Saturday, 27 October 2007. 


2 An offering for Ser Cias projet fo? tbe poor in Porac will be appreciated. 


In Loving Memory 
on the 19th Death Anniversary of 


Godofredo “Fred” C. 
Fernandez 


who passed away on 25 October 1988 


The family requests relatives, 
friends & pious readers 
to pray for his eternal repose. 
Thank you and God Bless! 


and you vell тепте а пей welcome nto the eternal kingdom 
of our Lond end Savior lesus Christ” 2Peter 1:11 _ 
DOLORES IBANEZ - NORONA 
of Kinablangan, Davao Oriental 
Our Beloved Mama pecfyjoimed her Creator and 
her husband, ROSAURO V. NORONA on October 23, 2007 a the age of 8. 
Her loving children LINDA, LEAH, ROSALYN and MARVIN; in-laws and 
grandchildren request the pious readers to pray forthe eternal repose of her soul. 
Her remains Ве in state at Arlington Memorial Chapels, С. Araneta Avenue, 
‘Quezon City. 
Interment will be on Friday, October 26, 2007 at the Loyola Memorial Park, 3 
gi, Marikina Ciy afier the 1000 maa atthe Solace 2 Сыра of Argon. 


За 


CLASSIFIEDS 


Contract Manager 

‘The US Naval Facilities Engineering command is seeking qualified applicants for the position of 
service contract project manager at WESMINCOM Zamboanga City, Mindanao. Contract currently 
encompasses aviation and waterfront operations, dining facility operation, MWR, facilities support. 
Employment will initially be via annual renewable contract. Qualified applicants wil be required to 
have appropriate clearances and will preferably have had prior military experience. Submit resumé, 
‘compensation requirements, and inquires to: НВО @паміасрасіїс шэ, 


uality Assurance Representative 


The US Naval Faciities Engineering command is seeking qualified applicants for the position of 
quality assurance representative at WESMINCOM Zamboanga City, Mindanao. The position will 
provide quality assurance for service contracts and construction contracts. Employment wil initially 
be via annual renewable contract. Qualified applicants willbe required to have a minimum of a BS in 
an appropriate engineering curriculum from an accredited university. Submit resumé, compensation 
requirements, and inquiries to: HAO @navfacpacific.us. 


For your 
Classified Ads 
| requirements, 
call our 
Classifieds 
Advertising 
Hotlines: 


UNIVERSITY OF THE PHILIPPINES DILIMAN 


INVITATION TO APPLY FOR ELIGIBILITY AND TO BID 


т University of the Philippines Обал, rough ls Bis and Awards Conese (BAC) vies constants to ардү lor ойу ent 
позата lord уде and hori, to bd or me hereunder poat 

‘Nene of Contact CConstretion Management Services for tne Construction ot Roads 

locaton, The Narona! Scence Complen. Unversty oi ne Pégpres Diman 


Ратовао 
180 calendar days 


Head Office: 
897-8425 (Telefax) 
899-4427; 
897-8808 
loc. 514, 516; 
899-4425; 


[^ 180) 


07 URVAN 


ESCAPADE 
10 HOURS 
P1,800 
WITH DRIVER 
T818716/1964377 
09213497110 


злою Gates. 
Alger жаи to ghi Sistemani эла Stein i Securty. Performance Securty, Pre Bing Corleroncel Evalatonot 
Bs Pest Qualcas and Award ol Contact shed be governed by ра релеп, poison ol LA. S184 and s impemening Rules and 
Барли OFF} 
Tro schade lactis в as lont 

BAC hates 
Tassel prospects taces Las en LOT 
Porod d issuance ol Egesoy For. 
Desara or Батал Eam пистата 
ное of Ress ol дову Crack Shot Lin 
Tamaroa o Torre ol Reference rd Ba Docs 
Реза Совете 
Recent Tectia wd Francia repose 
Opening d Tecncal Pposas. 
Орела ol Francal Proposes 


p— Cubao: 
‘BUREAU OF INTERNAL REVENUE 912-9008 
ten te Барсты reco to 11 (Aurora) 
Сн 
таи 
NOTICE OF SALE 


ELT) 
EA 

Ue T November 2007 
Тенев 2007, 003m. 
71 Nove 2007 

21-28 Novembar ЖТ 
EITCTCEGANOIEM 
TiDecunter 207. 3302m. 
Ti Decorbor 2007. 00D. 
18 December 207100081. 


Makati: 
892-5578; 
811-4361; 
811-4370 


то уном m HAY CONCERN: 

Pusani toma provisions at Secon 216 ot ina Natonal aal avena Codo o! 1997. as aaa. 
Fhe undarigned wil sal a pic aucto in one пою lot. for cash tota aghast eco athe OR 
‘tne Repl Dred. 3 Fior ATI Butang. Ооп Domnge, Toguegeas Cay оп те Z8 Gay 
Nevers 2007 төрт s 100 mte mang ia aay folowing acturedorered real 
алд: ив dial ferus na ral na epic Fa Popes ead 


"WE BUY at HIGH PRICE 


DESCRIPTION OF REAL PROPERTIES 
riistave Duties вест on o ol араа Electre Cooperative covenng an wea 
arenon No 99.1 09301289 cadat сота Uc lens 


Kalaw: 
523-5570 


‘Fg ates located st Vom Акса. tandi under Tax 
due P 2.00000, 

MotPupono Dung erected on та ot cl isabel Decr Comperte undar TOT No, 

"ittis coven an area Aion m under Tax бесагиюп No 6501 05301280 ocatd 

опа, Alc bela win а алек Vas oP 120600000. 

Harencute eecad on Da о! eabla Cori Cooperate отам TOT No. T-214453 

олп an ares of 370 82 а n. under Tax acra No 09-01 99-21288 сме a 

‘ina: Меш abe ^ai Vu o P386 800 00. 
Too Bureau c irat Reve reservas V re 1o reject any or al bs. 1o waive any may 
‘hota, and ectopt such teas ray oa conces mes adverts geou ina vu 
oira megang anor 1 sccnptanca Si o ts апа С fra new dur uae Tre decison 
‘line Анаа эла cs Comite (ABC) o a Bureau oramai Revenue в nal ла элг. 
Dane n he Cay ol Tuguegarao, Province of Cagayan Phüppnes, ти 161 day o! October, 2007. 
Fior Pree: P0 80020 

COMMISSIONER OF INTERNAL REVENUE 


ТАЕ Seen Form ilte avrai a he Oe ole Campas Architect [OCA] Cora! Bung. cor Dis Reyes end Lakandula 
ree Unveee © Ге Pipes, Daman. Quezon Cy, upon submission ol a Lotar of nent, and upon payment ola non üuniatia 
amari d PRP £60.00 к ma UP Cacher. Submission end res legit, s wel as he Pre bd Conlerenca. halb in ha sane 
эса Bd Documents wA e ема oriy horcted cer upon amni f a on unda ае o e UP Cashes 
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Court says special deposit accounts subject to the tax 


By Michelle V. Remo 


THE BUREAU OF INTERNAL REVENUE 
said it would not drop the cases against 
banks that allegedly owe the government 
multibillion pesos in documentary stamp 
taxes, even if they apply for tax amnesty. 

Revenue Commissioner Lilian Hefti said 
it was for the government's best interest to 
pursue the cases, especially since there was 
a need to raise tax collections and wipe out 
the budget deficit. 

Under the recently enacted Tax Amnesty 
law, even tax evaders that have already 
been charged in cours may apply for 
amnesty. The law also says that once a tax- 
payer qualifies for amnesty, court cases 
against it would be dropped. 

Despite this, Hefti said, the BIR was bent 
оп pursuing the court cases. She said the 
BIR had won similar cases in the past in- 
volving DST liabilities on special savings 
accounts. This, she said, meant the courts 
had already decided that banks had to pay 
DST on special savings accounts. This came 
about prior to the enactment of the Tax 
Amnesty law, she said. 


The tussle between the BIR and the bank- 
ing industry stemmed from the creation of 
special savings deposits in the 1990s, which 
were created for clients who wanted higher 
yields and the comfort of being able to 
‘withdraw their money anytime. 

Under the National Internal Revenue 
Code, time deposit accounts, which have 
higher interests, are subject to DST but or- 
dinary savings accounts are not. 

Banks did not remit DST on special sav- 
ings deposit accounts. Members of the 
Bankers Association of the Philippines 
(BAP) claimed special savings accounts 
should not be subject to DST because these 
were different from time deposits. 

DST is equivalent to P1 per P200 worth 
of documented financial transaction. 

Upon receiving tax assessment notices 
from the BIR, the banks filed cases in court. 
Some cases have already been decided up- 
on by the Supreme Court, which ruled in fa- 
vor of the BIR, saying that special savings 
accounts are subject to the DST. 

But the BIR said there were still cases 
against some banks that were pending in 
court, and that the government could 


generate tens of billions in pesos more if 
the alleged tax liabilities would be col- 
lected. 

The BIR's efforts to run after the remain- 
ing tax liabilities, however, suffered a set- 
back with the Tax Amnesty law. Under ће 
law, an amnesty applicant is required to pay 
an amnesty fee equivalent to only 5 percent 
of the increase in its net worth arising from 
the amendment of its statement of assets, 
liabilities and net worth. 

Hefti said it was likely that some, if not 
all, of the concerned banks would apply for 
tax amnesty. The banks could file a motion 
for the court to junk their tax cases in the 
light of their amnesty application. 

“[f they do this, we (the BIR) will object 
and tell the courts that we are not going to 
drop the cases,” Hefti said, adding that the 
BIR would neither initiate the withdrawal 
of the cases nor approve the applications 
for amnesty. 

The commissioner said the BIR would 
only do otherwise if the court decided 
that the banks were qualified for amnesty 
and that cases against them should be 
dropped. 


Shell CNG stations start operations 


By Abigail L. Ho 


BINAN, LAGUNA—AFTER YEARS. 
of delay, the Shell Companies in 
the Philippines finally started the 
commercial run yesterday of its 


bangao, 


mother-daughter compressed nat- 
ural gas (CNG) refilling stations. 
The mother station is in Ta- 


daughter or refilling station is in 


Batangas while the 


Purchasing a server for your office requirements is now financially feasible. Starting at 
P46,500, you can now easily afford the reliability and stability proven by HP servers. 
Powered by Second-Generation AMD Opteron™ processor and embedded SATA RAID 
0,1,5, ће HP Proliant ML115 Server delivers guaranteed performance and availability for 
your growing business requirements. Delivering constant uptime, with minimal deployment 
and less maintenance hassle at a fraction of the cost. Providing greater efficiency that lets 


ML115 SERVER 


AT A PRICE OF A DESKTOP Ё 


you respond to your customers needs faster. 


Why run the risk? Upgrade your support level with HP Care Pack Services 
BRE] |/ '° keep your business up and running with guaranteed same-day response, 


446,500 | HP PROUANT MLI15 SERVER 


+ Second Generation AMD Opteron™ processor Modal 1210 
(1.8GHz, 28 Coche) 

‘= 512 MB PC25300 ECC [DOR2 667Mha] [1x 512 MB) 

+ One (1] 16058 SATA Hord Drive 

* HP Embedded 4 Роп SATA Controller wih embedded 
RAD 1,5] 

+ No Opercting Systm included 


бе! a shopping voucher worth Php 2,500 when you buy a Microsoff® Windows® Server 2003 OEM CAL from HP 


(port # 409179-82) with HP Proliant ML1 15 


1-800-1441-6688 

or (632) 867-3557 
ph.contact hp.com 
www.lloveproliant.com,ph 


а single Purchase Order.” 
Promo is now extended until November 30, 2007. 


ninar | 


| 


ipating bus operators. 


This meant that the first 22 
CNG-fed buses in the county 
could now start plying the Lagu- 
na-Cubao/Lawton and Batangas- 
Cubao/Lawton routes. 

In a speech during yesterday's 
launch, President Macapagal-Ar- 
royo said this was a significant step 
in “countering the threat of in- 
creasing oil prices and pollution.” 

“We're reducing dependence 
on imported fuel and promoting 
clean air. We're promoting natu- 
ral gas as a clean alternative fuel 
for transport,” she said. 

These CNG-fed buses would 
be enjoying a more than 50-per- 
cent cut in fuel costs, as the 
CNG to be sold by Shell was 
priced at only P14.52 а liter. 

The operation of Shell's moth- 
er-daughter stations is part of the 
government's Natural Gas Vehi- 
е Program for Public Transport 
(NGVPPT), a seven-year pilot 
program that will peg the price of 
СХС at P14.52 a liter, less than 
half the price of diesel, for partic- 


The Department of Energy 
expects 200 CNG-fed buses to 
be delivered to the country, 185 
of which have already been al- 
lotted to accredited bus firms. 
These accredited bus opera- 
tors include HM Transport Inc. 
with 80 units, KL Transport with 
40 units, RRCG Transport and 
Pascual Liner Inc. with 20 units 
each, Greenstar Express Inc. and 


CNG Vehicles Corp. with 10 
units each, and BBL Transport 
System Inc. with five units. 

Right now, DOE energy utiliza- 
tion and management bureau di- 
rector Mario Marasigan said there 
were only 22 CNG-fed buses in 
the country. The remaining 178 
buses under the pilot program 
should be shipped to the country 
within the next six months. 

“This pilot program will al- 
low us to determine the eco- 
nomic viability of using CNG for 
public transport. We should be 
able to see at least 2,000 buses 
during these seven years,” he 
said in an interview. 

Shell country chair Edgar 
Chua said it was still too early to. 
say whether or not the Shell 
Group would put up more 
daughter stations in various ar- 
eas in the near future. 

He said the factors to be con- 
sidered included supply and de- 
mand, as well as the availability 
of natural gas from the Malam- 
paya Deep Water Gas-to-Power 
project in offshore Palawan. 

The Shell Group, through 
Shell Philippines Exploration 
ВУ holds a 45-percent stake in 
the Malampaya project. 

‘The first daughter station cost 
the Shell Group P100 million. 

“We have to see how the (pi- 
lot program) will go, and see 
the supply and demand situa- 
tion," he said. 


Lafayette ships $8.3M 


By Amy R. Remo 


dispatched 


and Korea, it added. 


Under stockpile financing ar- 
rangements with LG Intematior 
al, Lafayette received $8.19 
lion in advance payments for the 


AUSTRALIAN FIRM LAFAYETTE 
Mining Ltd. yesterday said it had 
four concentrate 
shipments of copper and zine in 
the third quarter of the year, val- 
чей at about $8.38 million. 

In a report, Lafayette said 
these shipments were loaded 
through its port facilities in Ra- 
pu Rapu Island and was dis- 
patched to offshore smelters. 

These were sold through its 
contracted off-taker, LG Inter- 
national, to customers in China 


worth of copper, zinc 


future sale of concentrates. 

During the quarter, the aver- 
age copper price was $7,712 a 
ton, while the average zinc 
price was $3,227 a ton. 

Precious metal prices were at 
$679.82 an ounce for gold and 
$12.65 an ounce for silver. 

In the same period, Lafayette 
said the metal production from 
its Кари Rapu Polymetallic pro- 
ject in Albay has increased by 
12 percent to 1,726 equivalent 
tons of copper being produced 
from the second quarter's 1,543 
equivalent tons. 

The third quarter production 
included 878 tons of copper, 
1,705 tons of zinc, 1,522 
ounces of gold and 38,525 
ounces of silver. 


SM Pampanga opens annex 


SM PRIME HOLDINGS INC. 
opened last Friday the third an- 
nex of its SM City Pampanga, 
one of the largest malls in Cen- 


tral Luzon. 


This adds 17,439 square me- 
ters of gross floor area to the main 
mall. Two previous annexes were 
built in 2002 and 2003. With the 
opening of Annex 3, SM City 


said: "Our continued expansion. 
in Pampanga is testimony to its 
strong local economy. Its prox- 
imity to Metro Manila and 
Subic, combined with its inter- 
national airport in Clark Special 
Economic Zone makes the 
province an ideal regional gate- 
way and hub.” 

ŠM City Pampanga's Annex 3 


Pampanga now has a total GFA of 

128,089 sq.m. and a total build- 

ing length of 890 meters long. 
5м Prime president Hans Sy 


has 14,025 sq.m. of gross 
leasable area (GLA) and will 
house several restaurants and 
apparel shops. 
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COUNTRY COOKING 
Micky Fenix 


Y GUIDES MYRNA SEGISMUNDO 
M ard her sister Alice brought me to 

one of New Yorks finest eating 
places where they said one scene from the 
movie "When Harry Met Sally" was shot. 

It was where Sally (Meg Ryan) showed 
Harry (Billy Crystal) her orgasmic demon- 
stration. Sure enough, one table had a sign 
to mark the spot where Harry and Sally 
sat. It also said: "Hope you have what she 
had." 

What Sally most probably had (if she had 
been a real person) would have been the 
specialty of Katz's Delicatessen. It is pastra- 
mi on rye, a huge sandwich made of several 
layers of what is considered traditional 
Jewish food. 

Katz's Delicatessen is a landmark in the 
city's gastronomic history. Since its found- 
ing in 1888, the deli has been producing ће 
same kinds of cured, brined and pickled 
products for New Yorkers. 

Apart from the pastrami, it also serves 
corned beef, baked brisket, knoblewurst 
(beef sausage), tongue, salami, bologna, 
liverwurst. 

On one side of the restaurant, a huge 
hangar-like place at 205 East Houston 
Street, several people do the sandwiches 
ordered at the counter. We chose the one 
who looked Filipino. My guides briefed me 
on what was to happen. 


A taste first. 

First he takes out a big slab of pastrami, 
then slices a bit for you to taste. If he likes 
you, he slices bit more. When you approve 
of it, which is really likely, he starts slicing 
thin pieces and layers it on top of a slice of 
bread. Before he puts the other bread on 
top, he asks if you want mustard. He then 
proceeds to wipe it with the deli's very good 
golden mustard. 

After that he gives you brined cucumber 
and pickles and off you go to savor this New 
York specialty. 

One of the practices, I was told, was to 
give a little tip to the counterman, a dollar. 
ог two, so he would give you a bit more of 
the meat, He probably does not really give 
you more but it is a nice gesture of appreci- 
ation for his work. 

Our's even posed without being asked 
when he saw me with a camera. And then 
he declared he was from Manila. 1 doubted 
it. 

Thad to research how pastrami was made 
because І was not familiar with it. The 
‘meat, beef brisket, is brined then dried and 
seasoned with herbs and spices like black 
pepper, cloves, basil, marjoram, Then it is 
smoked. Before serving, it is steamed. 

When the counterman showed me the 
pastrami the first time, the surface was all 
black but it did look like it was steamed. 

Ifyou eat it right at Katz's, you may expe- 


MORE THAN C4 


COUNTERMAN shows off the finished product. 


Editor Chelo Banal-Formoso 
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PASTRAMI on rye of Katz's Delicatessen and, above, the sign says it all. 
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COLD Mocha. 
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MERRY MIX OF SOUTHEAST 
Asian specialties highlights the 
new menu of East Creative Asian 

(formerly East Café) on the second level 
of Rustan's Makati. 

Prepare to be charmed by an innova- 
tive line of makis, ramens, dimsum, 
soups and salads creatively presented by 
chef Him Uy de Baron. 

"The menu is eclectic," says De Baron. 

"It has Japanese, Chinese, Thai, Singa- 

porean and Filipino dishes. Its all Asian, 

but never fusion. We try to be as authentic. 
as we can but we always present the food in 

a more contemporary way. The flavors are 

more refined, but the food is still what it is. 

И say adobo ribs, its still beef ribs but plat- 

ed and served nicely" 

The restaurant changes its menu annual- 
ly and holds regular food festivals such as 
the much-talked-about tofu festival, Chi- 

nese New Year and other events. 
“I pick out the things that people enjoy 
in the festivals and incorporate them in 

the new menu. So, this menu is also a mix 

of past festivals,” De Baron says. 

The menu has a wide assortment of 
makis like Super Salmon Maki (smoked 
salmon with cucumber and mango), Beef 
Tataki Maki (beef tenderloin with avocado, 
tam yao and cucumber) and Ebi Tempura 
Maki with Kani (crunchy prawn tempura 
maki topped with kani salad). 

All the salads are new. Not to be missed is 
the Salt-and-Pepper Crab Salad, soft-shell 
crab cooked with salt and pepper and 
spiced with ginger and garlic and blended 
with aioli on greens. 

‘The Singaporean Lo Hei Salad is one of 
the more interesting items on the menu. It 
is a traditional Chinese New Year salad 
served with shredded carrots, cucumber, 
radish, pickled ginger, cucumber, calamansi 
and slices of salmon. 

The special Lo Hei dressing, made with 


t, chef Him Uy de Baron adds 


spices to the salad, a traditional Chinese New Year dish. 
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ROAST Hainanese Chicken Rice 


= 


THURSDAY, OCTOBER 25, 2007 


PLATTER of beef tataki maki, 
super salmon maki, spicy tuna 
maki, spinach dumpling and 
tuna sate 


MAROCCHINO 


era few years back, people kept asking for 
it. Our, tofu festival every year has always 
been a hit," he says. 

Since most of its clients are women, the 
restaurant serves many healthful dishes. 

De Baron says, "Women shoppers here in 
Rustan's want to fit into size two and four 
dresses. So, I want to help them." 


Afternoon crowd 

With the new menu, East Creative Asian 
hopes to draw more people during 

afternoon merienda time. 
“A lot of people shop during 
2822] the afternoon and our goal is 
for them to stay in Rustan's in- 
stead of going all the way to 


"macehiato]4 @ Glorietta,” says De Baron. 
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plum sauce, is mixed in the dish and tossed. 
It can be topped with crushed peanuts, 
black and white sesame seeds, sugar and 
other spices. 

"It's quite a unique and refreshing dish. 
It’s meant to bring good luck to those who 
eat it," says De Baron. 

Main entrees consist of very filling stuff, 
including the Roast Hainanese Chicken 
Rice. The chef does not do the dish the typi- 
cal way—poaching and steaming the chick- 
en. 

Instead, he roasts the chicken after mari- 
nating it in some strong spices, and serves it 
served with the traditional three sauc 
sambal, ginger and sweet say. 

Many vegans go to the restaurant for its 
tofu specialties. Although there is no vege- 
tarian section, it offers such items as vege- 
tarian gyoza, maki and ramen. 

“Tve added more vegetarian items here 
because, when we launched our tofu burg- 


The restaurant has an assort- 
ment of ramens for the after 
lunch crowd. Choices include 
Gomoko (noodles with shrimp, 
squid, pork and veggies), Mapo 
*e } Tofu (noodles with pork, tofu 
and shiitake mushroom) and 
Mee Goreng (fresh egg and ver- 
7 micelli noodles with chicken, tofu 
and vegetables). 
“1 wanted more comfort 
food in the afternoon. 1 
also added sandwiches, 
which we didn’t have be- 
fore,” he says. 

Tonkatsu, Tuna with Tomato Jam, Cur- 
ried kani with sesame crust and Tofu Burg- 
erare on the sandwich list. 

То complete the snack-time experience, 
the restaurant has partnered with a popular 
Italian coffee shop. 

Caffé Molinari is a 207-year-old institu- 
tion in Modena, Italy. The Molinari family 
‘owns the chain of coffee shops in Italy and 
supplies hotels and restaurants all over the 
world with their coffee beans. They have 
their own coffee-roasting plant and use on- 
ly the freshest and finest coffee beans. 

Caffé Molinari has a wide array of coffee 
and tea concoctions. Coffee blends include 
Java Robusta, Jamaica Arabica Blue Moun- 
tain, Guatemala Arabica, and Costa Rica 
Arabica. 

“Now that we have the Caffé Molinari, 
we don't have to use the name East Café 
anymore. We want to be known as East Cre- 
ative Asian restaurant,” says De Baron. 
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CHOCO Loco Glaze 5 


7-year-old 
says thanks 


MR. SOFIY PHILIPPINES, 
which pioneered in fresh ice 
cream, is now 7 years old. 

Establishing its franchise sys- 
tem in 2004, after three years of 
operation, Mr. Softy now has 
175 outlets nationwide. 

To celebrate its 7th anniver- 
sary, the company is offering its 
loyal clients new products. 

Mr Softy has included Rumble 
Grunch, Choco Loco, and Straw- 
berry Kiwi Glaze and Cup with 


‘Toppings to its list of flavors. 

Customers also get a chance to 
win a Nokia N70, iPod nano, lap- 
top, gift certificates. The second 
draw will be held. 

All non-winning entries from 
‘Aug. 22-Jan, 5 shall be included 
in the grand draw, which will be 
held Jan. 6 at the SM Megamall 
Activity Center. At stake is a 
brand-new Honda City. Venues 
for the first and second draws 
will be announced later. 


x. 11. 
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When being ‘gaya-gaya’ can be good 


„Ву Linda B. Bolido 


{FILIPINOS ARE ALWAYS BEING ACCUSED 
Tof mindlessly following the trend in the 
United States. 

Many attempts by Pinoys to live up to the 

‘moniker “little brown Americans” had dis- 

Fastrous consequences. 

$3" But here is a new development in the US, 
"as reported by the New York Times, that Fil- 
pinos should not hesitate to adopt. 

+, According to Kevin Sack, concern for the 
growing number of overweight and obese 
‘American children has sparked a quiet rev- 
olution that is steadily spreading through- 
out the US. 

Sack said “the nation’s schools have 
made ‘considerable improvements’ in nutri- 
tion, fitness and health over the last six 
years.” 

He cited a new government survey that 
found that more schools required physical 
education and fewer sold French fries in 
their cafeterias. 

Instead, many cafeteria counters now of- 
fered salad, fruit and yogurt. 

More and more schools required an hour 
of physical education daily. Bake sales, tra- 
ditional social events in many schools, are 
now becoming increasingly rare occur- 
rences, 

In addition, Sack said, "More states have 
enacted policies to prohibit smoking at 
‘school and to require courses on pregnancy 
prevention. Perhaps most striking, 30 per- 
“cent of school districts have banned junk 
food from school vending machines, up 
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from four percent in 2000.” 

Although the survey conducted by the 
Centers for Disease Control found that 
three-fourths of schools still sold sodas, 
sale in bottled water rose from 30 percent 
to 46. 

The basis for this healthy trend is a law 
Congress passed in 2004 *requiring each 
school district to develop a ‘wellness policy’ 
to promote the students’ health by setting 
goals for nutrition education and physical 
activity" 

Sepulveda Middle School in Los Angeles 
County has not only banned soft drinks and 
junk food from the school store, it has also 
started a class on healthy cooking for раг- 
ents 

Principal Patricia J. Pelletier believes 
healthy kids and healthy lifestyles mean 
better students, 

Sack said, “The survey found that nearly 
two-thirds of schools prohibited tobacco 
use in all locations, including at off-campus 
functions, up from 46 percent in 2000.” 

Many school cafeterias reported healthi- 
er cooking like removing the skin from 
poultry before cooking, using low-fat 
cheeses, ete. 

There are those who will argue that 
among Filipino students, the problem is not 
the availability of unhealthy food but the 
ability to buy food in the first place. 

That is true, of course, and the solution is 
much more complex. But at least for those 
who do buy food when they are in school, 
education officials can make sure they are 
eating healthy. 


COOKING CLASSES 


Feedback 

It was not so long ago that I wrote about 
the persistent and annoying text messages 
from a bank offering loans. 

That bank did manage to rein in its 
overzealous telemarketers but now I am 
getting it from agents of Standard Char- 
tered Bank. “Nid Cash? StandardCharterd- 
Bank offers cashloan up to 1M, 4 as low as 
1%, no colatral, PDC, f nterested pls txt 
name& landlyn # so we cn col u 4 d dtails." 

The question remains, how do these peo- 
ple get post-paid numbers? 

Others who have complained strongly sus- 
pect subscription lists of the mobile networks 
are being made available to telemarketers. 

Meanwhile, the generosity of the D'Audi- 
соге of Phil. Charity Foundation remains 
boundless. One of our editorial production 
assistants received a text message from a 
certain Alfred S. Chua informing her “dat 
ur celfon no. won Php500,000.00 2nd prize 
winner draw last: 10/15/07." 

A letter writer received a similar mes- 
sage: "D'Auditor's of PGMA Charity Foun- 
dation n'form u dat ur celfon nos. won 
750,000 2nd prize winner last draw Octo- 
ber (8) 2007 Plz'call me now.” 

The sender identified himself as Atty. 
Roldan G. Reyes. 

This is a pretty generous foundation as it 
appears to be holding raffles every week 
Do they still have enough for whatever do- 
gooding they are supposed to do? 

‘And how come nobody has received a 
message saying he/she won first prize? 
What's with the second prize? 


Reckin’ rolls and seafood buffet 


THE REGGIE ASPIRAS SCHOOL OF CULI- 
nary Arts is holding the following classes: 

Oct. 26: Rockin’ Rolls (all new)—12 Kinds 
of Spring Rolls (egg rolls, shanghai, seafood 
shanghai, duck, curry, lechon, vegetable, 
shrimp etc), Spring Rolls Were Never this 
Good, homemade sipping sauces 

Oct. 27: Seafood Buffet '07 (all new, spe- 
cial class)—Crisp Fried Seafood with Aioli 
and Salsa Cruda (If only for this, this class is 
worth it!), Oysters Six Ways—Baked with ba- 
con butter, with garlic boursin, with mush- 
oom cream, with Foie Gras Butter; Shucked 
Raw with flavored granita, Fruit Mignonette. 
Baked Mussels 3 Ways: with French Herb and 
Garlic Butter, with Saffron Butter Cream, 
with Herbed Butter and Salsa. Seafood Paella 
Pasta. Mixed Seafood Rice “Arroz Caldoso” 
Style 

Oct. 29—Don't We Just Love Pancit? '07 
{all new)—Leam To Use Different Noodles: 
Pina-Sosyal na Canton, Yakisoba Like Never 
Before, Pancit with Pork Leg Stew (Pata-Pa- 
ta), Pancit with Scallops and Coriander Pesto, 
Pancit with Chinese Sausage and Coriander 
Chips, Pork Asado Served with Pancit Salad 


‘Steamed 3 Ways: Cantonese Style with Rice 
Wine Sauce, In Ginger Glaze with Sauteed 
‘Mushrooms & Orange Black Bean Sauce, Pan- 
grilled 3 Ways: with Miso Sauce, with Oriental 
Butter Cream Sauce & with Tomato Cream 
Sauce. Baked 2 Ways: with Coconut Cream 
Sauce, in Salt Crust with Sauces, sides. 
Call 9289296 or 9273008. 


A taste of Thailand 

Learn Thai cooking as San Miguel Purefoods 
Culinary Center presents "Taste of Thailand, 
a special cooking class on Oct. 26, 1:30-4:30 
p.m., at Legaspi cor. Eagle Sts., Bo. Ugong, 
Pasig City. Featured are Tum Supawadee 
Lungtip and Al Purugganan of Jatujak Thai 
Restaurant. 

Fee is P900. Members of My Great Food 
Club get a 20-percent discount (tels 
6322000 or 6719876 loc 2771 or 402 or log 
оп to wwwmygreatfood.com). 

The event is in partnership with Monterey, 
Magnolia Chicken Station, Purefoods 
Hormel, Magnolia Quickmelt Cheese, Mag- 
nolia Gold Butter, Purefoods Supremo Cane 
Vinegar, San Mig Coffee, Magnolia Pancake 


by Glad Wraps, С. E. Appliances and Ariston. 


Japanese home cooking 

Maya Kitchen presents culinary demonstra- 
tions and offers tips on Japanese Home Cook- 
ing on Oct. 27 at 9 a.m.-1 p.m. Menu includes. 
Kani Salad, Japanese Curry, Tonkatsu, Tem- 
pura, Japanese Spaghetti, Japanese Ham- 
burger and Sushi. 

“Coffee 101 (Barista Class)” will be con- 
ducted on Oct. 27, 2-6 p.m. It will include ac- 
tual preparation of popular traditional hot 
coffee concoction: Espresso, Cappuccino, 
Latte, etc. and Cold Coffee Concoction and 
Spins. 

"Basic Culinary” will be offered on 
Nov. 69, 9 am-2 pm. It will include basic 
principles of hygiene, sanitation and safety, 
actual preparation of dishes. 

The art of making bread will be covered by 
"Fundamentals of Bakery Production,” on 
Nov. 13-16, 9 a-m.-1 p.m. Class covers stan- 
dard baking techniques, etc. 

Maya Kitchen is at 8/5 Liberty Building, А. 
Атай. Avenue (formerly Pasay Road), 
Makati. Call 8921185 or 8925011 loc. 108, 


More 

and more 
American 
schools are 
banishing 
sodas and 
junk food 
from their 
canteens 


As for others who are told they won 
something from their networks, here's an- 
other reminder from Globe/Touch Mobile: 

“Globe/TM Public Advisory: Beware of 
text messages asking you to share load or 
send GCash from unknown numbers. 
Please be warned that Globe Telecom never 
asks subscribers for Prepaid load or GCash 
before claiming a prize." 

One Globe executive says one of the 
things that will clue you іп that an offer is 
spurious is bad English. 


Send letters to The Consumer, Lifestyle Sec- 
tion, Philippine Daily Inquirer, Chino Roces 
‘Ave. cor. Mascardo and Yague Sts., Makati 
City; or e-mail Ibolido@inquirer.com.ph 


BER- BEER - BIRRA - BIÈRE - CERVEZA + CERVEJA 
МПҮРА PIVO = SVIJETLO - РМО JASNE 


24x 33 CL/ 330 MLC 


CENTER FOR ASIAN CULINARY STUDIES 
455 P. Guevarra St., San Juan, Metro Manila, Philippines 1500 
Tel. Nos. 725-5089 / 726-9326 / (082) 300-2992 
www.cafeysabel.com / www.cacschef.com 
Email: cafeysabel@mydestiny.net / cacsdvo@gmail.com 


CERTIFICATE PROGRAM IN COOKING AND BAKING SKILLS 


Course Description: 

Lessons cover all areas of basic kitchen skills; meat, fish, 
poultry and seafood fabrication; vegetables; pasta and other 
starch accompaniments and internationally accepted standards 
for baking. Menu planning and wine appreciation will be part of 
the program. 


‘This hands-on series is intended for individuals or kitchen 
enthusiasts who have no chance or schedules to take the fulltime 
professional culinary program and yet would like to acquire 
necessary basic skills, tools and techniques to enable them to 
enhance their careers or enter a more lucrative world of 
recreational and even, professional cooking and baking. This 
series will culminate with a lunch buffet prepared by the students. 
Graduates will merit a government reguiated (TESDA), National 
Level3 


‘The 20-day, 28 session course will be handled by top chef- 
restaurateurs and consultants and will be limited to 25 students, 
Enrollment includes ingredients, chef's jacket, manual and chef's 
kit NO HIDDEN CHARGES! 


CLASSES WILL START ON NOVEMBER 11. 
EVERY SUNDAYS FROM 9 - 4 PM. 


Oct 3l—lapudapu (al new)—Live Plus and Magnolia Nutri-oil. It is sponsored e-mail mkitchen@ultimate.info.com ph. 


LG wave 


The Round Microwave 


Bigger and versatile. ? 
Perfect for cooking, heating, grilling and baking. 


* 6096 MORE COOKING SPACE compared to conventional 
rectangular-type cavity. Speeds up cooking by 30%. 
+ Round cavity makes it easier to clean. 3 
++ Intellowave heats and deffosts food three dipende 


ms2127¢ MH6137C 


LG Electronics Phili 
Maybunga Pasi Cty Tei 641-4181 вава > Pax 640-0440, 641-6086 ° Tel Free Mes ie eames ОВ pretii ty Э Meso 00) ШР ОЙЛЫ, наведае 
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ч? PAVLOVA 
with Strawberry, 
Mango and Blueberry 
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Filipino foods are rich 
in condiments and sauces. 
This explains why rice 
is important in the meals, 
and why it is difficult to pair 
wines with Filipino foods. 
But Carlo Rossi California Red's 
smooth feel and light and 
fruity taste, allow the palate 
to sense the distinct features 
of Filipino Cuisine. 


Goo Qe. 


CALIFORNIA RED 


with Carlo Rossi California Red, 
food and wine become a pleasurable experience. 


TO MARK ITS FIFTH YEAR OF 
serving exquisite desserts, Bizu 
patisserie offers "5 Elements of 
Taste” at its Greenbelt 2 flag- 
ship branch. 

Featuring salty, sweet, sour, 
spicy and bittersweet dessert 
pieces, five-plate tasting menu 
set consists of Créme Brülée 
Napoleone with Caramel Sauce 
and Fleur de Sel; Paviova with 
Strawberry, Mango and Blue- 
berry; Spiced Hot Chocolate in 
Demitasse with Fresh Plump 
Strawberry; Lemon Mousse 
with Raspberry Coulis Surprise; 
and, finally, Bittersweet Molten 
Chocolate Souffié Cake with 
Crème Anglaise. 

At PSSS-- a set, it’s made to 


share as Bizu's cakes are so 
in flavor and made only with 
the finest ingredients. 

“The tasting menu is perfect 
when you want to slow down, 
relax and try something differ- 
ent with friends or with some- 
one special. It's our pleasure to 
delight everyone with unique in- 
house desserts every now and 
then so that our guests will have 
something new to look forward 
to at Bizu,” said Anabel Tanco, 
general manager of Bizu. 

By bringing out more exciting 
and innovative dessert selec- 
tions such as this, Bizu hopes to 
elevate the dessert dining expe- 
rience. Call 7572498 or 
7574749. 


‘SPICED Hot Chocolate in Demitasse 


with Fresh Plump Strawberry 


CREME Brülée Napoleone with Caramel Sauce and Fleur de Sel 


More than just 
pastrami on rye 


PCE EEE 


ICE: 


Buy Now, Pay Next Year 
at absolutely 0% Interest!* 


‘Tis the season to shop on installment with your 
BDO or Equitable Credit Cards and start getting 
billed for it only in January 2008. 


We find ways 


Apply NOW! 
Call 631-8000, within Metro Manila or 
1-800-10-6318000, Domestic Toll-Free. 


* on selected merchants, items & terms. 
Promo is from October 15 to December 31, 2007 only. 
Per DTNCR Permit No. 4640 Series of 2007. 


From page С! 
rience what Sally in the movie 
may have been feeling, a gener- 
ally wonderful experience. Myr- 
па was more clinical when she 
called it umami, the newest 
taste description that is beyond 
the traditional sour, salty, sweet 
and bitter. It fills you with well- 
being that you. would want to 
eat with your hands rather than 
use utensils because you want 
to be in touch with your food 
and feel the texture as well. 

We could not finish our pas- 
trami on rye so we had the rest 
of it wrapped. It was something 
to tide me over during the flight 
from New York to San Francis- 
со, my port of exit. 

American domestic . flights, 
just like ours, do not serve food 
anymore even if the flight takes. 
five hours. 


Different 

My Katz's pastrami did not 
taste as good, eaten standing аг 
а counter at an airport café. It 
tasted like it was way past its 
prime, the bread soggy even af- 
ter it had been in the toaster 
oven. 

Myrna said she once took out 
a'slab of pastrami and cut it lat- 
ег at home but ít was not as 
good. 

suppose place has something 
to do with it. The ambience starts 
when you enter. Aman hands out 
a ticket to everyone who walks in 
with a waming not to lose it. He 
does not tell you what will hap- 
pen if you do but the warning is 


somehow enough. 

The ticket is where the coun- 
terman places the price of your 
order, whether sandwich or 
drinks. It is then submitted to 
the cashier as you leave. 

In this huge place with a high 
ceiling, the countermen are оп 
one side and on the other is a 
wall with pictures of persons 
you do not know and some you 
do because they are television 
or movie people. 

1f you sit near those pho- 
tographs, you will be attended 
to by a waiter who looks as if he 
has worked there for the past 70 
years, slow but efficient. 

In Manila a comparable 
place where people have been 
going for so many years and en- 
joying the same kind of food 
‘would be Aristocrat's, Ma Mon 
Luk and Swiss Inn. 

We could not sit at the table 
of Harry and Sally because the 
couple occupying it was relish- 
ing being there. They were en- 
joying their pastrami on rye, 
their conversation and each 
other, just like we were. 

You could see from the smiles 
of the other diners that they 
were enjoying their experience 
at Katz's Delicatessen. Perhaps 
an item on the menu can be 
used to describe the feeling. 
The New York Egg Cream 
(chocolare or vanilla syrup, 
milk and a "sprjtz" seltzer) is al- 
so called "Heaven on Earth." 


E-mail the author at pinoy- 
food04@yahoo.com 
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By Irene C. Perez 


OR WIZARD WANNABES, 
Е“ best thing about Hal- 

loween is dressing up in 
funky outrageous costumes. But 
for foodies, Halloween is yet an- 
other excuse to dig into yummy 
treats. 

Sofitel Philippine Plaza Manila flicks its 
magic wand and offers tricks and treats for 
your tummy as it transforms its Spiral 
restaurant into a haunted castle for the 
Spooktacular Halloween event. 

Special menus will be served at the 
School of Magic Halloween Brunch on 


Oct. 28, 11:30-2:30 p.m., and Halloween 
Dinner on Oct. 31, 2-5:30 p.m. 


Rawand red 

‘And what could be “spookier” than hav- 
ing your food served in life-size coffins by 
"Dark Angels" in eerie costume and face 
painting styled by Happy Andrada? 

Well, adults and kids could play "vam- 
pire" and partake of the "raw-and-red din- 
ner" with cold starters like Rare Grilled Tu- 
па with Tomato Salsa, Beet-Cured Salmon 
Fillet, Pumpkin Panna Cotta with Pumpkin 
Seed Oil and Pickled Quail Egg. 

Chef Apol Solmayor, assistant chef de par- 
tie, said they took inspiration from Mediter- 
ranean and Indian flavors for the Hal. 
loween menu. "We also thought kids would 
enjoy eating ‘bats and spiders’ for dessert,” 
he said. 

Be bewitched by the fiery Red Marinated 
Tandoori Items and have your kids eat veg- 
gies with pumpkin dishes like Mushroom 
Parcel with Curried Pumpkin Sauce, Pump- 
kkin-stuffed Pamora Chicken with Tarragon 
Jus, Mashed Pumpkin and Potatoes, and 
Sautéed Vegetables. 

“We present vegetables as attractive dec- 
orations so that they become appealing to 
the kids. We also focus on pumpkin for the 
menu,” says chef de partie Monet Salegum- 
ba, resident kitchen artist. 


Love Poison, anyone? 
Drinks are formulated in "Frankenstein's 
ghoulish laboratory" (it reminds us of "Dex 
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LIVING DINING BEDROOM PATIO GARDEN ACCESSORIES 


This Year's Biggest Sale 


Starts October 25, 2007 
D OFF 


Reliance St. comer Pioneer St 
Mandaluyong Сау (Behind HMR) 
Tel: 631-4719 
Email: teak@galerikura.com 


Philippine 
Plaza 
Manila 
flicks 

its magic 
wand this 
Halloween 


For feedback, omal us at Ifestyle@inguirorcom.ph 
Websites wvavinguirorneuitestyie 
Text us your feedback: 


inquirer life патејвв туеше to 
RUP 207 (Globe) or 283 (таг) 


DEATH by chocolate. Spiral’s White and Dark 
Chocolate Truffle Bones Cake 


VENTURE 7 


Christmas Bazaar 2007 


November 10, 2007 - Saturday 


Renaissance Makati City Hotel 
(formerly New World) 
9:00am - 7:00 pm 
For inquiries, please call 843-9507; 810-3307; 
815-0669(Jenny); 372-3083/84 and 0915788109 


Watch out for our last bazaar for the year on 
Dec. 2 at the Hotel Intercon 


Halloween scenario, 


NO TRICKS, 
ALL TREATS! 


i3 


SUPERVISION 
чү, 


| MESO WHITE 
MESO REJUVENATION 
COSMETIC FILLERS 
NUTRACELL-FACE 
WART REMOVAL 
LASER ACNE TREATMENT 
SKIN WHITENING 
FACIAL 


MPS & 2907 


ЕСЛИ 
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mm OUR ONE- STOP SUPER CENTERS FOR 


5 3 6- 3 3 3 3 ADRATCO-MALATE ALABANG 


19/8259891 8090395/7780587 2421512/2400728 3557653 
0921 4669423 0918 3912510 


MEGAMALL 


MOBILE 


FITNESS. SKIN, BODY AND FACE, 


BINONDO сш нм 


291384. 7266505/7261526 
0917 8224399 0915 8804668 0915 8797217 0917 8261204 


SMNORTH SUBIC 


CALOOCAN 


PASAY ROAD PASG 


Ш numee: 091-SLIMMERS “24005 eem vu. 
(7 466377) 8140138/8140151 8938935 — 6313869/6377 
www.limmersworid.com.ph inquireGsmmersword.com.ph 09282107247 09289719938 09162079753 


Michele. Michele Bet 


REC] 6815333/6473816 9295429/9264215 2526514 
09156893088 09284763108 0905 2690717 09286712209 


ВОО, Team Spiral join: 
spooky gear complete with face paint. 
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ters Lab," too). The Zombie's 
Wake-Up Drink, Love Poison 
and Dracula’s ‘Smoothie are 
served in a colorful setup of 
test-tubes racks, beakers and 
flasks. 

‘And, of course, there are the 
yummy desserts. The Spider Cot- 
ton Candy could very well be 
cobwebs and the Spider Cheese- 
cake will make you forget you 
hate those eight-legged insects; 
while the Bloody Chocolate 
Fountain, Bloody Jelly and 
Bleeding Doughnuts make for a 
serious sugar high. 

‘And if you like your dessert 
semi-sweet, the White and Dark 
Chocolate ‘Truffle Bones Cakes, 
Skeleton Pumpkin Pie and Bat 
Wings Cookies are a perfect 
match to your coffee. 


Pumpkin carving 

Expected crowd favorite is 
:the Dress Up Your Pumpkin con- 
‘test. While bigger kids can carve 
their own, the smaller ones may 
be assisted by Sofitel staff mem- 
bers. 

Make Harry Potter proud and 
take the Haunted Walk that 
challenges kids to collect their 
loot, like packs of cereals, 
scoops of Magnolia ice cream 
and bags of chocolate candies 
from hidden “traps.” 

Besides the obligatory cos- 
tume contest, other Spooktacular 
„activities to look forward to in- 
clude face-painting sessions, ma- 
gician and mascot performances, 
ап arts-and-crafts exhibit by Mer- 
"it and Lyra, a Choco-Nut adven- 
ure relay, a scary storytelling ses- 
sion by Alitaptap Storytellers, 
and a fashion show featuring 
‘Sam Laurel creations. 

To participate in the events, 
avail of Sofitels So Amazing 
Rooms Promo. Until Oct. 31, ev- 
ету guest room booked comes 
‘with two free tickets for kids that 
serve as day passes. Those stay- 
ing for two nights can get a sec- 
jond room at 50-percent off. Kids 
"who avail of the Oct. 28 Sunday 

runch or Oct. 31 Halloween 
"dinner get tickets to the Spook- 
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Ghoulish stuff for trick or treating 


SM'S SNACK EXCHANGE HAS A SWEET 
and enchanting treat for kids of all ages 


this Halloween. 


Glow-in-the-dark 


Pumpkin Loot Bags are filled with assorted 
chew candies in strawberry, apple, and 
other fruit flavors. A Samba Halloween 
Hat comes with chocolate-filled bonbons. 
Kids can also get ghost-shaped marsh- 
mallow treats, Trolli Gummy candies in 
Dracula teeth and lip shapes, Puffy Hal- 


Spooktacular 
doughnuts 


“CELEBRATE HALLOWEEN AT 
SKrispy Kreme with four “spook- 
tacular" doughnuts: Mr. Pumpkin 
Head, orange-colored vanilla- 
‘iced ' doughnut; Boo! Berry, 
vanilla-iced,  strawberry-filled 
doughnut; Creepy Crawly Web, 
Schocolate-dipped doughnut with 
ia candy-shaped spider on a vanil- 
la web; and Halloween Sprin- 
| kles, orange-colored vanilla-iced 
1 doughnut with brown and white 
isprinkles, available starting 
Oct. 25. On Oct. 31, join the Boo 
‘Bash in Bonifacio High Street, 
18M Megamall, Greenhills (first 
drive through store) and the 
lTriNoma branch. The first 200 

ids that come in Halloween cos- 
: tumes get free goodie bags. 


low Mallows, Trick or Treat Lollipops in 
spiral and twirly shapes. 

Also available are Gandour's chocolate 
bars and the skull shaped Mentos Hal- 
loween Treat Box filled with flavored 
chew candies, Fruitella Crazy, and Chupa 
Chups lollipops with creepy masks. 

Check out the Snack Exchange Depart- 
ment at all SM stores for the perfect treat 
for kids this Halloween. 


ar 


ge 


tacular activities. Children 
6 years old and below eat for free 
if their parents dine at Spiral, but 
have to purchase a day pass at 
the Kid's Club (PSO0) to join the 
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ng, trick-or-treating . . . 


р FOR THOSE INTERESTED IN TRICK OR TREATING AT 
home, here are the recipes for some of “Dr. Frankenstein's 
] spine-tingling concoctions” courtesy of Sofitel Hotel. 


contest. 


Call 8326993, e-mail room. 
reservations @sofitelmanila. 

com; for Spiral, call 8326988 or 
e-mail foreservations@sofitel- 


manila.com. 


Zombie's Wake-Up Drink 


2kiwis 


2 green apple (cut into 4, seeds removed) 


Va banana 
50 cl aloe vera juice 
50 с water 
Crushed ice. 


Love Poison 
50 cl orange juice 
50cl pineapple juice 


10 cl grenadine syrup (adjust for desired color) 


Crushed ice 


RED Marinated Tandoori Items 


Dracula’s Smoothie 
64 oz cranberries 
4 cups of apple juice 


4 cups of vanilla ice cream 


Crushed ice. 


For all drinks, put ingredients in the blender and blend until 


smooth. - 


Bewitching Halloween recipes 


ITS MORE SCRUMPTIOUS THAN 
sorcery, more potent than potions 
and definitely more delightful than 
divination. Hershey's will put you 
and your loved ones under a lus- 
cious chocolate spell. 

Cook up some magic in the 
kitchen this Halloween with these 
enchanted Hershey's recipes. Once 
your loved ones get a taste of these 
bewitching treats, they'll happily do 
your bidding. 


Witches’ Hat Chocolate Cup- 
cakes 

% c (1% sticks) butter or mar- 
garine, softened 

1-2/3 csugar 

Beggs 

1 tsp vanilla extract 

2call-purpose flour 

2/3 c Hershey's Cocoa 

ТУ tsp baking soda 

Lisp salt 

Ya tsp baking powder 

11/3cwater 

Orange cream filling (recipe be- 
low) 

Heat oven to 350°F Line muffin 
cups (2% inches in diameter) with 
paper bake cups. 

Beat butter, sug- 
ar eggs and vanilla 
in a large bowl on 
high-speed mixer 
for three minutes. 

Sr together йош, 

cocoa, baking so- 

da, salt and baking 
powder; add alter- Ñ 
nately water to 

butter — mixture, 
beating just until 
blended. Fill muf- 

fin cups 2/3 full with batter. 

Bake for 20-25 minutes or until 
wooden pick inserted in center 
comes out clean. Remove from pan 
and transfer to wire rack. Cool com- 
pletely. 

Prepare orange cream filling. Cut 
Linch cone-shaped piece from 
center of each cupcake; reserve. Fill 
the cavity created with a spoonful 
of orange cream filling. Put the 
cone-shaped pieces over the filling, 
pointy side up. Refrigerate before 
serving. Makes 2% dozen cupcakes. 

Orange Cream Filling: 

Ya c (1 stick) butter or margarine, 
softened 


CEMETERY cake 


1 cmarshmallow crème 

1% c powdered sugar 

ма to 1 tsp freshly grated orange 
peel 

Yetsp vanilla extract 

2-3 tsp orange juice 

Red and yellow food color (op- 
tional) 

Beat butter in 
small bowl; gradual- 
ly beat in marshmal- 
low creme. Add 
powdered sugar, or- 
ange peel and vanil- 
la, beating until 

$ blended. 
1 Gradually add or- 
ange juice (and food 
Za, color, if desired), 
5 beating to desired 
M C REN consistency. 

Makes about 

11/3cups 


Hershey's Brownie Cemetery 
Cake 

1 pack brownie mix (about 19 
oz) 

1 can vanilla ready-to-spread 
frosting (1602) 

1isp Hershey's Cocoa 

4 Hershey's Cookies n Crème 
Kisses 

4 Hershey's Kisses Brand Milk 
Chocolates 

5 Hershey's Cookies n' Creme 
Bars, divided (1.55 oz each) 

5 Hersheys N More Chocolate 
Bars (snack size) 


1 tube orange decorating icing 
(42502) 

1csweetened coconut flakes 

Green food color 

Line 8-inch square baking pan 
with foil, allowing foil to extend 
over sides; grease foil. Bake brown- 
ie according to directions on pack- 
age then cool. 

Invert brownie onto large tray; 
remove foil. Stir frosting and cocoa 
in small bowl until well blended. 
Frost sides and top of brownie. 

Press unwrapped Hershey's 
Cookies 'п' Crème Kisses upside 
down in all 4 corners of brownie. 
Place Hershey's Kisses Milk Choco- 
late on top of each Hershey's Cook- 
ies 'n' Crème Kisses. Unwrap 2 Her- 
shey's Cookies n' Crème bars; break 
into 12 pieces. Press each upright 
piece around the outside of the 
brownie to resemble a fence. 

Unwrap Hershey's N More bars. 
Hold each bar upright and cut the 
top on one end at an angle to re 
semble a tombstone. Pipe letters 
“RIP” with orange icing on flat side 
ofeach bar. 

Combine coconut, Y tsp water 
and a few drops green food color in 
small bowl. Toss with fork until 
evenly tinted. Spread over the top 
of the brownie. Press tombstones 
into the brownie. 

Unwrap remaining Hershey's 
Cookies "n' Créme bars; break and 
arrange around base of brownie to 
make a path and steps to cemetery. 
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gi By Joel V. Nigos 


Feeds are very essential to guarantee a healthy livestock. Feed 
ingredients should also be tested and monitored regularly since 
adulterated feeds can cause sudden drops in the production of 
livestock. When this happens, this can cause the producer to lose 
millions of pesos in investments. On the other hand, quality feeds 
ensure good livestock production which could translate to good 


income. 
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Livestock feeds. 

‘According to Dr. Ninfa Roxas, professor at the 
Animal and Dairy Sciences Cluster, College of 
‘Agriculture atthe UPLB, livestock feeds are edible 
parts of plants and animals as well as inorganic 
materials that provide nutrients needed by ani- 
mals for their normal body functions. These nutri- 
ents, she adds, include carbohydrates (soluble 
ard fibers), fats, proteins, minerals and vitamins. 

"A good livestock feed must contain nutrients 
in proper amounts according to the needs of ani- 
mals and to their stage of growth and production. 
It should not contain any anti-nutrtional factors 
such as alkaloids, mycotoxins, pathogenic mi- 
'eroorganisms, aduiterants and other substances 
that could impair the normal growth and function 
of the animal," she explains. "It should not also 
‘come from plants which have been treated with 
insecticides during plant culture and processing 
or storage.” adds Roxas. 

‘She shares further that good livestock feeds 
must consist of individual ingredients mixed to- 
gether to provide а good balance of nutrients ac- 
cording to the animals requirements. “If the 
‘amounts of these nutrients are not met. the ani 
‘mal ill not grow normally reproduction willbe im- 
paired, and production potential, thats, capacity 
to produce meat, milk or eggs will not be attained. 
Worse, if feed quality is poor due to contamination 
with anti-nutrtional substances, the animals may 
become vulnerable to diseases." she explains. 

A number of substances may be added to 
feeds toimprove their nutritional value and ensure. 
healthy animals. Vitamins and mineral premixes 
may be added to supplement the nutrients that 
are lacking or may be lost in the feeds due to pro- 
‘cessing or storage. Enzymes are added to im- 
prove the digestiiity of nutrients in feeds. Anti- 
oxidants also prevent undue development of ran- 
сату due to high oil content. Toxin binders, mean- 
while, absorb the toxic substances produced by 
moids on the feeds while organic acids һер in 
eliminating pathogenic organism in the digestive 
systems, favoring the beneficial microorganisms. 


Phytase 

One such substance is phytase. Shares Dr. 
Patrick Talavera, senior business manager at Ani- 
mal Nutrition, BASF Philippines Inc. phytase is 
an enzyme that occurs in many plant seeds such 
as cereals and soy beans andis formed by many 
microorganisms such as tungi, yeasts, bacteria 
and rumen microbes. 

л animal nutrition, is used to release the 
bound phosphorus, also known as phytate phos- 
phorus from plant feed ingredients tke corn, 
‘wheat and rice bran making it digestible and avail- 
abie to he animals. Phyate phosphorus ас 
Counts for about two-thirds of the phosphorus 
Contant of feed ingredients of plant origin. As а re- 
Sutt, animals poorly иінге this nutrient rom these 


ingredients. Commercially, the phytase enzyme is 
available as an animal feed additive from BASF 
and the trade mark is Natuphos," he shares. 

As for ts benefits, he adds, “The animal raiser 
can generate significant amounts of cost savings 
because Natuphos reduces the need for dietary 
supplementation with inorganic mineral compo- 
nenis or amino acids while maintaining a high tev- 
elot performance and carcass quailty” 

"Оп the basis of so many tests, Natuphos is 
now incorporated in the least cost feed formu 
tion using its nutrient matrix values. In doing so, 
the farmer can save from P 5 upto ав high as P 25 
per 50 kg bag of feed depending on the current 
market prices of raw materials. This is also the 
reason why more and more feed companies and 
terms are now using Natuphos. 

Natuphos is a three-phytase produced by non- 
pathogenic strains of Aspergillus niger in large 
Scale fermentation processes. its addition to the 
finished animal feed complements the limited 
spectrum of endogenous enzymes in pigs and 
poultry, enabling them to break down phytate. 
Natuphos, being a phytase enzyme, releases 
phytate-bound phosphorus from plant feed ingre- 
dients. The release of phosphorus also causes 
other bound nutrients such as calcium, magne- 
slum, zinc, iron, amino acids and energy sources 
to lose their binding site on the phytate. As free 
‘molecules, they are now free to be absorbed and 
used by the animal's body. 

‘Asked how one can differentiate the efficacy of 
the phytases presentin the market, he says, "Cur- 
rently, there are a lot of commercial phytases al- 
ready available in the market. To differentiate 
these products, one has to look at the following 
parameters like pH profile, temperature profile 
and bic-avellabiity profile. in many studies con- 
ducted, Natuphos demonstrated a high activity in 
a broad pH range within the gastro intestinal tract 
of the animal as compared to other commercial 
phytases. Natuphos 5000 G has also been 
proven to be stable at feed pelleting temperatures 
f up to 85 degrees Celsius whereas other com- 
peting phytases lose their potency starting at 70 
degrees Celsius. Natuphos has also been found 
torelease nutrients by as much as two mes more 
than competing products. Hence, itis the leading 
phytase productin the feed industry. 


Cited by Harvard 

Qualibet Testing Services Inc., founded by its 
president and CEO Pinky Tobiano, offers proxi- 
mate analysis for feeds, aflatoxin, vitamin and an- 
ibiofic analysis, stabilty studies at three acceler- 
ated temperature, microbiological analysis and 
water analysis for farms. The firm is a modern- 
testing facility accredited by the Bureau of Animal 
Industry, an attached agency of the Department 
of Agriculture. 

Tobiano is a cancer survivor who has made It 
her personal advocacy to ensure food and water 
safety for all and not just for a privileged few. She's 
а BS Chemistry graduate from UST and prior to 
establishing Qualibet, she took the "Owners Pres- 
ident Management Course" at Harvard from 
2000-2003. Recently, she's been cited by Harvard 
Business School as an outstanding alumni for her 
ейопв in consumer empowerment in ће Philip- 
pines. She's the first Asian alumni to have been 
given that recognition. 

The BAI has the sole responsibility of ensuring 


esi 


the consuming public that the poultry and liva- 
stock that are available In the market are safe and 
antibiotic-free. i 
"The BAI has been very strict and uses interna- 
tional standards in testing feed Ingredients (soy- 
bean meal, fish meal, wheat corn), feed additives, 
that are imported by local traders. The agency al- 
ways maintains that there's no shortcut for safety 
because the feeds that the livestock eatare in turn 
ingested by humans," Tobiano states. E 
"The ВА! has accredited the services of Quali- 
bet to expedite laboratory results used for import 
permits and veterinary drug registration. Its Feed 
Control Division specifically is the one that con- 
duct tests on feeds. Aside from the DA, Qualibet 
has also been tapped by the Department of 
Health and the Department of Trade and Industry 
{or their various testing requirements. 


Quality is better 

Qualbet, which is short for quay Is better, is а 
food, water pharmaceutical and veterinary testing 
facil Itis also the newest and boasts ofthe most 
moder testing есу in the Phiippines managed 
by US-tained chemists, pharmacists, microbiclo- 
sts who are hichly trained in various fields such as 
intemal audit, validation of testing procedures ог 
metnodoiogies, and cross training to continuously 
meetthe changing needs of analysis. The company 
® або affited wth the American Chemical Soot 
ety andis also ISO SOOO -cerld, 

їп addition to animal feed testing, Qualibet also 
provides proficiency tests to feed mills and inte- 
Grators. Several teed mils tap Qualibet to con- 
Stanly monitor tne quality of fei feeds for their 
protein, tat, fiber and moisture content. Quallbet 
also conducts seminars on Good Manufacturing 
Practices. 

Tobiano says that since microorganisms are 
presentin almost ай stages of the food process-in 
this case the raising of poulry and livestock up to 
the final food preparation in the homes is really 
very important that safely and utmost care is tak- 
n by ай stakeholders in the poultry and livestock 
business. Indeed, even in his industry, an ounce 
of prevention is better than a pound of cure. 


Costume get in for free. 


This Saturday, October 27, the park is free to kids dressed up as fantasy characters". The best one wins an Enchanted Birthday Bash 
‘worth P30,000 Just purchase any Pepsi Cola product available at the gate for Р50 and present a school ID to enjoy free rides, gifts and 
activities. And with the promo price of only P380** for adults, the whole family can now have а truly magical Halloween weekend. 
“Open to kids ages 6 to 15. Strictly no bloody or scary созт 
“Upon purchase of any Pepsi Cola product at the gate for P50. 


Enchanted | 
ngá. 


The magic stays with you. 


please. Registration is from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. 
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DINING OUT 


BREAKFAST 


BUFFET 
Somethin’ Fishy 
features buffet 
breakfast for only P89, 
from 12 midnight-10 
a.m. (the following 
day), Monday-Sunday. 
Enjoy all-you-can-eat 
beef tapa, tocino, 
longganisa, daing na 
bangus, pork adobo, 
cheesedog, chicken 
adobo, beef mami, 
palitaw, palabok, 
pancake, scrambled 
eggs, garlic rice, plain 
rice and arroz caldo. 
Call 4216412 or text 


р А 09I7-8EWCITY. 


E a 


CLAWDADDY Crabhouse and American Grill opens at Bonifacio High Street, Global City. " 


Itoffersa seafood feast of crabs, lobsters, freshwater prawns, New Zealand mussels, clams, ale f f 
Other favorites include the Cajun Seafood Basket and Clawdaddy's Baby Back Ribs. A must- e € is $ e y E й age $ 


try is the Skillet Sensations. Call 6365679. 


MAKATI SHANGRI-LA PRESENTS MONS- 
terrific Halloween on Oct. 28 at the Rizal Ball- 
room, Adults pay P1,288 and kids, P888. Call 
8400884 or 8138888 local 7588/7599. 


DUSIT Hotel Nikko presents “Halooween 
Classics," Oct. 27, at Fiesta San Miguel. Din- 


ers who partake of the kiddie lunch buffet on 
P А Oct. 27 at Fiesta San Miguel gain access to 
4 the House of Horror. The lunch buffet is 
4 ~ РА priced at P400. Call 8673333. 
B. 


т: BURGOO makes Halloween special for kids. 
AKESHOP. ө FOODSHOP ei р: p On Oct. 31 and Nov. 1, all kids in Halloween 
costumes who dine at any Burgoo outlet will 
get special loot bags with chocolates, toys 
and candies. Every order (any dish) by an 
adult lets a kid eat for free. 


GUMBO offers special Halloween treats. On 
Oct. 31 and Nov. 1, kids in Halloween cos- 
tumes automatically get special gift bags. And 
for every order of aduit meal, kids get a free. 
kiddie meal. 


THE RENAISSANCE Makati City Hotel offers 
a smorgasbord Sunday brunch special, 11:30 
a.m.-2 p.m. The buffet is priced at P850 
(adult) and P425 (kids 12 years old and be- 
Jow). It includes international and Asian fa- 
vorites. Call 8116888. 


HYATT Hotel and Casino's The Fireplace of- 
fers classic "game" favorites. Game is the 
meat from any wild animal like deer and hare. 
Classic dishes include Venison Fillet with 
Fricassee of Mushroom and Asparagus Vol au 
Vent in Red Currant Sauce; Wild Hare Fillet 
with Forest Mushroom Risotto; Pink Roasted 
Roe Deer Steak with Red Wine Braised Red 
Cabbage; and Napkin Dumpling in Port Wine. 
Honey Sauce. Call 2451234. 


HYATT Hotel and Casino's The Pastry Bou- 
tique features chef Johann Dreisger's version 
of Austria's classic dessert, the Sacher Cake, 
this October. Call 2451234. 


MANILA PAVILION'S Patisserie features Ger- 
тап goodies this month. Available is the 
Schwarzwalder Kirsh Torte, one of Germany's 
most loved cakes. It is a version of the Black 
Forest Cherry Cake. Haensel und Gretel's 
cakes and cookies are also available until Oct. 
21 Call 5261212 local 2326. 


BALI BLENDS, a restaurant and coffee shop 
offering authentic Indonesian fare, has 
opened at Westgate Filicity, Alabang. Next to 
itis Rumah Makan that specializes in Indone- 
sian soto (soup) and sate (skewered meats 
and seafood). They also sell Indonesian, 
sauces, tea, coffee and shrimp crackers. Call 


Ren 2129 8503514 
Is А 
lenong Bangu’ "ug SPLENDIDO TAAL at Tagaytay Ridge Road, 


Laurel, Batangas Is celebrating Oktoberfest 
until Oct. 28. A special a la carte menu for 
lunch and dinner features dishes by Jaka di- 
rector for culinary services Eduardo Quimson 
and executive sous chef Tristan Bayani. Call 
0920-9471840 


Spirits gather 
at Reunion 
Square 


HALLOWEEN IS A 2000-YEAR-OLD 
tradition that dates back to the Gael- 
ic Festival Samhain, celebrated by 
the ancient Gaels to mark the end of 
the harvest season. 

On this day, Oct. 31, the bound- 
aries between the dead and the liv- 
ing were supposed to overlap allow- 
ing the nonliving to cause sickness 
and damage to crops. 

Now marked Halloween, the day 
features costumes, trick or treat, 
games and scary decor, 

On Oct. 26, Reunion Square at the 
Remedios Circle in Malate, Manila, 
calls on all would-be spirits and chal- 
lenges them to don the scariest cos- 
tumes for another memorable and 
di exciting Halloween ball. Prizes await 
E the spooky creatures that enter its 

doors. Call 5216682. 
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Reggie's phone book ПИ 


Park Avenue Desserts— 8346636 
Е Mango Napoleon/Climax 
Mida Foods (wholesale 

seafood suppliers— 
everything that swims), 

y Tuffle-stutfed Mochi, 
Mrs. Howard's 
(Sandwich Crabstick 
оп Cheesy Onion Bread) 
Indian food order, 

Wl Personalized plates/ 
initial/logo-stamping, 

1 Maids uniforms 6798837, 
(home service—Japan) 0919-8493019 
Food order (Sushi 6376013 
Platters, Omakaze) 

 Made-to-order beautiful 7766394 
dining tables and 
furniture in wood (Omeng 

V Esguerra) 

Giftwrapping/ made-to- 0920-9506025, 
order packaging 6367547 
(Ruby Limjap) 

Il Dessert buffet and banana 0917-5245892 
cream ple (Baba Ibazeta) 

1 Cinnamon-fiavored 
pancake mix 

p Fried mil/pinsec frito 
(San Jacinto) 

1 Noe! Bernardo, best 
restaurant designer 
Nice baby clothes 
(overruns) 

Photo books (your picture 0917-8110393 

1 album in book, Paolo) 

Children’s party packages 0917-8437377 

Hand best party host 
(Peps Avecilla) 

p Signage (Paul Yap) 

Best fondant cakes 

g (Penk Ching) 

Gelatin, flavorings, 
extracts, baking supplies 

4 (Peter Co) 

Ali types of kitchen gadgets/ 5312810, 

Я food machines (popcorn, 5311990 
slush, nachos, French fries, 

T soft serve ice cream, cotton 
candy), Pfescorp 

1 Cheapest source of 
exotic flowers, potted 
bromeliads, lotus 
(Insular Botanical) 

р ferta de Madrid. 
Quimson's Kitchen 
(Iberian chicken, 
lengua de gato) 

Gooey toffee bars 


5240006 


7271229 
4121682 


8192892 
8330003 


0919-3123530 
6715942 
6332433 


8964802 


0917-8133220 
0917-8122676 


2515302-06 


042-5407822 


3732789 
8188077 


5251648, 
6717606 
Food photographers 
1 Mark Floro 
Ernie Rubia 
Home-service 
pilates (Josan) 0917-3590888 
p Gant chicharon, best 0917-7182200, 
baked Virginia Ham, boiled 8908391 


0917-5258143 
0917-5318309 
9333522, 


corned beef (Plaza) 

V Flavored popcorn 0922-8791317 
Lechon bake by the slab 9265647, 

F and affordable steaks 0918-9104913 
(Vinia) 

4 Fruits, vegetable, herb and 3713482 
flower seeds 

I| Piglets (suckling pig) 
Jill's Yummy Pistachio 
Sans Rival 
Acoustic trio (very good, 0920-9137003 

р 918 songs), Rox Puno 
The Bloomfields band 
(songs from the "50s 
and '60s) 
Art Manuntag (Tony 

1 Bennett of the Philippines) 
Saxophone (Vince) 

1 Steak bangus belly 
(wholesale) 
Wholesale Australian 
and Spanish wines, wine 

р Seminars (Sherwin) 
Wholesale wines 


5249048 
7217022 


0920-9032320 


0920-9209051 


0915-6412407 
8179497 


0917-5259887 


California, Happy Living 8994699 

l French, Sommeliers 8404211 
Affordable silicone 0917-5265604 

1 baking pans (wholesale) 
Food bottles all shapes 

1 and sizes (SMC Bottling) 
Yeast, chocolate baking 0920-9080248 

1 products (wholesalers, 
free baking consultation 

and seminars), Sontie 
Diet food delivery 
(Sostanza) 

1 stainless-steel 
contractors (Ghie) 

V Coffee, coffee machines 8684168 
and flavored syrups for 

Е coffee (EQ) 
Flavored syrups for 

1 cocktails (Monin) 
Flavored taho 
by the bucket 
Delicious tapa 

j Pxellentlumpíang. 
ubad with peanut sauce 
Glitter tattoo 
Mama Rosa Catering 
(pako salad, fish гов 

V and scallop noodle), 
Pumpkins, ornamental 

Y gourds, flowers (wholesale) 
Wagyu beef and US meat 6317228-30 

(wholesale), Аппа 
PTC (wholesalers of US 2568831-38 

ү meat turkey, lamb, 12564430 
seafood) 


2427458 


4890603 


0917-8123951 


0918-9701766 
0917-8141200 


5236281 
6330205 


0922-8027070 
0917-5326900 


9299306 
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KITCHEN RESCUE 
Reggie Aspiras 


TACO ILOCANO WAS BORNE OUT OF 
Carlo and Antoinette Ocampo's love for Tlo- 
‘cos empanadas. For them, trips to the north 
were never complete without visits to the 
famous plazas for these delicious treats. 
Their top three favorites: Batac, Laoag 
and Vigan. “We like Batac the most because 
it has the tastiest longganisa with a strong 
garlicky punch, Laoag for its color and the 
actual taste of the crust. Vigan’s empanada 
had a much lighter color and thinner crust 


.сот.рі/6300 


but didn't have longganisa.” 

After deliberating for so long, the hus- 
band-and-wife tandem decided to do their 
own version fusing the best compo- 
ments Laoag's crust and Batac's filling. 

They wanted authenticity so nothing 
was spared. They scavenged for the best 
recipes in the north, perfected them and 
every week had the ingredients brought to 
Manila. 


REINVENTING/ES 


For feedback, emails s IostylQinquirarcom.ph 


Websites vewwinqueernadiosy 


Text us your feedback: 
Inquirer Ме name/agelcity message to 
2207 (Globe) or 283 (Smart) 
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þie at the following Nokia Storesnationwide: Greenbelt 1, Glorietta Digital peri vem Festival Mall, SM City North Edsa, 


Davao, Gateway Mall, Robinsons Manila, Robinsons Galleria, SM Davao, Tacloban City, Lin 
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A diario novela bv CARLO J. CAPARAS BY JESS ABRERA 
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Asian restos fight hunger 


PIZZA HUT AND TACO BELL. 
Philippines, members of Yum! 
Asia, have teamed up with 
restaurants all across Asia in a 
campaign to ease hunger 
among 800 million people 
around the world. га ve z 
Yum! Asia is teaming up ё j * ad Y 
Nu. uo se А. i Р руна Uu « Wd 
World Food Program (WFP), 3 * f n. hp eR. ЖМ, CHEESY Bacon 
the world's leading humani- pá EE. Node C th us = postions 
tarian hunger-relief organiza- 2 r E t ац dans oes э. 
Чоп in the Philippines, Hong 34. à ар e 
Kong, Indonesia, Japan, Ko- rA z а 
rea, Malaysia, Singapore, Tai- se Ж N t t tw t 2 7 
oma ond Ne * | Not one, not two bu 
ied awareness of the prob- A май i " 
lem and to raise funds. * У У 
пара edt" гу 2: | new dishes on the menu 
some 800 million people E а F 4 
worldwide, mainly women i: 
and children, are hungry and. PIZZA HUT Cheesy Pops Pizza FUN, HIP AND CASUAL-DINING RESTAURANT 
malnourished. It takes only РВ TGlFridays is this month rolling out 27 lip- 
to feed a child each day. Asia employees. will be used to increase smacking dishes drawn from an international 
‘Activities include fun runs In restaurants across there- awareness of hunger and call | menu-enhancement program the company is 
and walkathons in Singapore gion, posters, donation boxes, people to action. putting in place worldwide. 
and Indonesia aimed at Yum! tray liners and donation icons The two-week campaign їп On the new menu is Flaming Beef Kabobs, lean 
the Philippines will consist of | cuts of steak char-grilled just right so every juicy 
charity programs for the bene- bite melts in your mouth and served on a bed оѓ 
fit of malnourished children. wild coconut rice and fresh mango-chili salsa for 
in Barangay Pili, Bicol. Focus dipping. 
will be on rehabilitating pre- The Sizzling Chicken & Shrimp, sauteed 
schoolers. chicken breast with onions, peppers and zesty 
‘The project is in collabora- shrimp in a Roma tomato-basil salsa, is served 
tion with Kids Foundation, a over sizzling Colby and Monterey Jack cheeses JACK Daniel's Glazed Ribs & Shrimp 
a charitable institution headed 


by Pizza Hut's endorser, Di- rd "Pj Hi with a side of cheddar-cheese mashed pota- 
Pubs TIKEN, 
EH 


ks 
m 


toes. 
Every P25 peso donation аг The Chicken Club Sandwich consists of lay- 
any Pizza Hut restaurant enti- ers of ham, char-grilled chicken breast, Ameri- 
Чез donors to a "Fight World сап cheese and crisp bacon piled double high 
Hunger" pin. Donations are 4 Ml. between three slices of honey wheat bread with 
also accepted at Taco Bell fresh lettuce, tomato and mayonnaise. 
branches at Gateway Mall, SM TGIFriday's is now serving these three plus 
Southmall, Trinoma and E. 24 other new dishes at all TGIFriday's restau- 
Rodriguez rants located at Alabang Town Center, Glorietta 
Visit wwwpizzahut.com.ph wr? 3, Tomas Morato, Robinson’s Manila, Robin- 
or www.tacobell.com.ph. » son's Galleria, Bonifacio High Street, Sta. Lucia 
East Grand Mall and soon at Trinoma, 
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anding in Jine... Fly Emir 
PARTICIPANTS at the CCA course will learn theories and methods € ping d Ne f Ie 


іп cooking and baking. j й у 


Turn a hobby 
into a business 


COOKING ENTHUSIASTS day will focus on actual pro- 
can turn their passion into an duction, packaging, pricing 
income-generating venture and shelf life and its monitor 
‘with the help of the Center for ing 
Culinary Arts, Manila (ССА, Students will learn how to 
Manila). prepare, mix, bake and pack- 
The leading culinary school age the items properly; calcu- 
offers "Shop, Cook/Bake and late the selling price, and un- 
Earn,” a two-day course that derstand the concept of stal- 
incorporates entrepreneur- їп and the use of food preser- 
ship. It will be offered at CCA, vatives. 
Manila’s satellite school оп The school’s location inside 
the second floor of Farmers a market where all the neces- 
Market in Araneta Center, sary ingredients are pur- 
Quezon City. chased is considered as one of 
The program will teach par- its advantages. 
ticipants the theories and The faculty team consists of 
-methods in cooking/baking, chef instructors who are experts 
and how tostarta business. іп baking. Call 4376058 or 
Students will learn pur- 4377456; e-mail marketing. 
chasing, measuring and cost- farmers@cca-manila. com or 
ing of ingredients. The second  visitwwwicca-manila.com. 


Reinventing... 


CNET, I must say I agree! Yummy! 

! : To their repertoire, the 
Still dissatisfied, the Ocam- Ocampos added new variants 
pos decided to "import"some of Jike the Mexican, Argentine and 
the best empanada makers to Sweet N Spicy. 
churn out these delicious neon- — “They are all still longganisa- 
orange crunchies. > based but the Mexican has 

So did they come up with the cheese, onions and tomato 
real McCoy? "Wen аро!” says sauce; Argentine has special 
[от uncle Bongbong and spices; and Sweet N Spicy, well, 
aunt Imee. eaks for itself.” 

Both swear itis the real deal P 
as they held on to their em- Тасо Ilocano is at Market! t же 
panadas on that fun-filled day Market! and Glorietta 4. Call è (N 
when we three Посапоз came 0917-5355302 for catering. 


together to experiment on our E-mail the author at raspiras 599 international awards, Far mora detalis contact your local travel agent or Emirates on tel, (52) 811-5278 or fax (692 811-5284. Discover froquant Iyar benets at skywardsicom 
most beloved gulay recipes. @inquirencom.ph 
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YS NEW GROWTH септек. 


PASEO DE SANTA ROSA GREENFIELD AUTO PARK SANTA ROSA BUSINESS PARK 

Enjoy the best shopping, The country's first automotive- 

dining and entertainment in industrial park and home of 
a sprawling retail hub. Ford in the Philippines. 


PRAMANA RESIDENTIAL PARK LAGUNA CENTRAL 
The new address of the growth Тһе country’s first residential park ‘The best of vibrant, 
center’s premier business park. with more than half of its wide cosmopolitan living in an 

open spaces devoted to tree-lined exclusive lifestyle center: 
roads, pocket parks and greeneries. 
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e-mail: sales@greenfield.com.ph GREENFIELD CITY Nase a 
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is www.pramana.com.ph y 


Disclaimer: Written and visual material herein, although based on present plans may not reflect the most current development hence may be subject to change without prior notice. 
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Still not in the clear . 


By Marinel R. Cruz 


OW THAT THE CONTRO- 
versy concerning her career 


moves has ebbed, Angel 


with them. I don’t want them to think that 
Tm using them for publicity purposes.” 

On Aug. 11, Angel signed a two-year exciu- 
sive contract with the Kapamilya network. 
She isbeing teamed up with Piolo Pascual and 
would soon be seen in the TV series titled 


Rae 
ы 


D 


Locsin felt there was need to clear. ҷоро” 
the air as she faced the entertain- 
ment press last week. Do you still have “live” contracts with GMA 

The actress arrived at the dining hallof 7? 
ABS-CBN on Friday night, along with her 
talent manager Becky Aguila and Aguila's этш 
lawyer Joji Alonso. 

Angel asked the writers to "help me 
make people understand, to finally put ап 
end to the issue. 

"What I'm going through is not easy. I'm 
only 22, pero lumalaban po ako," a teary- 
eyed Angel added. "I hope to have the 
chance to talk to them. Pero ako ang unang 
lalapit. I will talk with them in private.” 

She was referring to her former bosses in 
GMA 7, senior vice president for entertain- 
ment Wilma Galvante and Artist Center — 
head Ida Henares, who publicly expressed sa vr 
their disappointment over Angel's decision 
to transfer to rival channel ABS-CBN. 

"You have no idea how I feel. It pains me 
to know that they are hurting. I treated 
them like my own parents,” Angel said. "m. 
just waiting for the right time to sit down 


RAUS 
ET AS 


= mm 
Ves. The network till gets ashare ofthe tal- ANGEL LOCSIN meets the press last week and begs for help е make people understand." But she seems to be 
having trouble making even her own manager see whatever it is she wants to put across. ROMY HOMBLADA 


ahit loaded for the day, 
mabilis ka pa ring 
makakatulong sa kids mo 
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Rhian plays 
a Mega role 


She is paired with 
Mark Herras in “Му 
Only Love’ remake 


By Bayani San Diego Jr. 


RHIAN RAMOS IS SUPPOSED TO BE 
taking a break from show biz. 

But she found herself accepting a ma- 
jor—make that mega—role in a new af- 
ternoon soap on GMA 7. 

"The 16-year-old Rhian is the new part- 
ner of Mark Herras in the remake of "My 
Only Love,” the 1982 Sharon Cuneta- 
Gabby Concepcion starrer, according to 
GMA Artist Center. 

‘The series, which started taping on 

RHIAN F4 
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You can also share UNLITXT! 
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TIONAL LESBIAN, GAY, BISEXUAL AND TRANSGENDER FILM FESTIVAL 2007 
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[Narrated and produced by Leonardo Di 
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Screening Schedules: 
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$ ill not in the clear 


Becky now? Has the situation 
improved? 

Hindi ako plastic. 1 will not de- 
ny that my manager and I have is- 
sues, but we're trying to work 
things out. 


ent fees from product endorse- 
ment deals that it negotiated for 
me. 


What have you leamed from 
this experience? 

Tve learned that nothing is per- 
manent in this world, that not all 
ofthe people you consider friends 
will be there for you during tough 
times. 


Don't you feel pressured to con- 
stantly prove to people that 
moving to ABS-CBN was the 
right choice? 

1 recently had a serious talk 
with the staff members of "Lobo" 
because I think they are feeling 
the pressure more than 1 am. I 
told them, "let's not work to com- 
pete. Lets aim to entertain the 
viewers.” 

‘To improve my craft is one of 
the reasons I transferred to ABS- 
GBN...1 want to be known as a 
good actress. 


What can you say about the 
case of Becky's other ward, Jen- 
nylyn Mercado, whose work in 
GMA 7 reportedly got affected 
by your rift with the network? 

Jen and Laren't close, but we're 
okay. 1 can't say she's an innocent 
victim of this controversy. She al- 
зо has to prove her worth. I think 
is unfair to blame me for whats 
happening to her. Labas ako do'n. 
Tm willing to help her in any way 
Tean. 


Do you think the roles you're 
getting in ABS-CBN are better 


TREB ЬРС-1 


“BROSNAN. 
NA 


How is your relationship with 


[WTRCB > 18-13 | 


# 1 MOVIE in AMERICA! 
$24,168,865 


HIGHEST 3-DAY WEEKEND GROSS (Sept. 21-23) 


STRICTLY FOR 13 YEARS OF AGE AND UP. 


We have wirnessed 
‘the BEGINNING... 
We have seen 

the APOCALYPSE... 
Now we face 
EXTINCTION. 


Mil 


ESIDENT EVIL: 


YINQUIRER- 


INMENT 3 


than the roles you had in СМА Don't you regret turning down 1 guess it's just not for me. 
T7 the offer to play Marimar, espe- It was meant for Marian 
My bosses in GMA 7 gave me cially now that the show is do- (Rivera). I'm very proud of 
tough roles because they believed ing well? her. 


NG CINEPLEQ 


chance to improve my craft in the 
drama department. The character 
Т played in “Maalaala Mo Kaya” 
was my first crack at drama. 


Here in ABS-CBN, T'm given the 


(1) CINE EUROPA RENDITION 


lSusiecr To MTRCB RATING) 
12:45, 3:40, 6:35, 
9:30 


STARDUST 
MTRCB: GP 
1:00, 3:50, 6:40, 9:30. 


THE SEEKER 
MTRCB: GP 2:30, 5:00, 7:20] 


BUTTERFLY ON 
A WHEEL (PG-13) 
12:40, 3:00, 5:20, 
7:40, 10:00 


GERARD 
BUTLER: . 


Moves and schedules are susc to change иол por noice 


Catch the Cineplex Special - 
Shang Cineplex E-see Club 
Enjoy exciting privileges, rewards and discounts. 
Apply at the Shang Cineplex ticket counters. 


Log-on to www.shangcineplex.com 
or сай 633-4735 for details. 
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ПАРАТ MAG-ENJOY. 
ПАРАТ KALIMUTAN ANG PROBLEMA. 
BAPAT MONG PANOORIN. 

KAHIT APAT NA BESES AY SULIT PA RIN! 


Directed by WENN V. DERAMAS 


МО. 1 МА SA PATAWA, NO. 1 PA SA TAKILYA! 
B ==. «р [ теши gA o еле 


AT THE CINEMAS 


Reserve your tickets by eig SURESEATS GB ar SURESEATS G4 1a 23 (lobe) or 21 [Sra o lg an lo v sureseats. am lor woh тетет. 
Movie schedules may change wikaa pior slice. Бечене, please cat 729-7777 
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THE UNREST 
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Kids who come as their favorite movie character or 
in their spookiest Halloween costumes on October 27, 2007 
(Saturday) at Glorietta 4 Cinemas (rom Ip.m. to 4pm get to 
‘enjoy face painting orbaloon twisting and bring home Haloween 

goodies кот Ayala Malls Cinemas. 


AT THE MALLS 


CONCIERGE HOTLINE NUMBERS: 
Alabang Town Center - 842 2782: 72 1860 
Ayala Denter Cebu - (032) 231 5342 loc. 324 


Glorietta -752 7272 
Greenbelt -757 4853 o 54 


Market! Markt! - 896 7519 "S 
TriNoma - 901 3000 


Urban Beats: Superbands at Glorietta 
featuring Kastigo and Kjwa 
October 24; 6pm to 7;30pm; Glorietta Activity Center. 


Trick or Treat at Greenbelt 3 Park 
‘October 25 to 28 and 31 


‘Automatic Center 
October 15 to 26; Activity Center 


Kiddo Halloween Event 


AYALA CENTER October 27; Activity Center and On Stage (Cinema 1) 


CEBU 


Dancing Stage Supernova Challenge 2007 Grand Finals 
October 26; Activity Center 


‘MARKET! MARKET! 


Repertory Philippines presents Disney's CINDERELLA Kids 
‘August - December 2007 
For inquiries pis. сэй 887-0710 or visit www.repertory-philippines.com 


HYBRIDITY: Mark Lewis Higgins 


September 18 to October 28, 2007; Ground Floor. 
For moie info, pis. call 757-717 to 21 loc. 14 or email museum_Inqulty@ayalamuseum.org 


Ayala museum 


Sesame Street Party 
October 28; Activity Center 
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Huge treats await 
3 readers who can 

| guess which celebs. 

| these eyes belong 

| fo. Tomorrow, in 

| Living Stars. 


Rhian plays a Mega role 


From pageF! 
Wednesday, is expected to be launched next 
month as possible replacement for "Kung Ma- 
hawi Man ang Ulap,” another remake. It stars 
Bianca King, Stef Prescott, Alfred Vargas and 
Rita Avila, under the direction of Louie Igna- 
do. 

Rhian, who also hosts the Animax show 
“Mad, Mad Fun,” is "overwhelmed" by her 
new assignment. But she promises to contin- 
ue her high-school studies—the main reason 
she took a breather from the biz earlier this 
year. 

"Its written in my contract that education 
is my priority” says Rhian, who is currently 
enrolled as a junior in a home-study program. 
"want to take a creative course like directing 
or fashion design in college." 

The young actress is thrilled that Robin 


€ 


‘aranetacenter.ne! 


eee CN PEO 


rr 


Padilla and Sharon Cuneta expressed interest. 
in working with her in future projects. 

"It would be a dream-come-true,” she says. 
“Its so flattering. When 1 retire from acting, 
Td have a great list of co-stars.” 

"While Rhian met Sharon at the premiere of 
GMA Films “Ouija,” she passed off the chance. 
to be formally introduced to Robin. 

Ас that time, she recalls, taping for her 
show "Lupin" was held in the same com- 
pound as Robin's program "Asian Treasures.” 

“I saw him from a distance. I didn't have. 
the guts to say hi to him,” she recounts. “Oth- 
ers may think I was rude for not saying hello. 
But Tm just shy. I get easily star-struck.” 

Rhian is aware she is often misunderstood. 
“Irealize you can't please everyone, Some will 
understand you; others simply won't.” 
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DOES LINO CAYETANO HAVE WHAT IT 
takes to become a good film director? To 
find out, we caught his first feature "I Have. 
Fallen for You,” starring teen faves Kim 
Chiu and Gerald Anderson. The evidence, 
pro and con: 

The film started out well, with the im- 
probable but droll situation of two young 
people, played by Kim and Gerald, with the 
same name: Alex Reyes. 

At first, Kim finds the situation irritating, es- 
pecially because Gerald's family is much better 
ОЁ than hers. Later, however, she warms up to 
Gerald and they team up to compete in a су- 
ding competition. 

‘The movie's basic premise, that two very dif- 
ferent young people can help each other find 
solutions to their contrasting sets of problems, 
is an upbeat and inspiring one, especially for 
empathetic young viewers. 

‘We also like the production's “tived-in” tex- 
ture and attention to detail, which indicates 
that the filmmaker has bothered to make his 
material real, and to think things through. 

After a while, however, the acting insuffi- 
ciencies of the movie's two leads weigh the pro- 
duction down. Kim and Gerald work hard to 
entertain us, but they are awkward about it. 

Kim's basic problem is her inability to relax, 
to go beyond surface energy and enthusiasm. 
She tries so hard as a performer that, when she. 


Dip 
You 


DIRECTOR АМО 
lees controversial 
erotic thriller and 
winner of the Golden 
Lion at the Venice 
Film Festival, “Lust, 
Caution,” wil hold 
special previews in its 
АЛ8 uncut version 
starting tomorrow, 
Оа. 26, in selected 
d&emas in Mero 
Manila. Critic Rober 
Ebert applauds this 
movie, saying, “There 
isnot a frame that is 
not beautiful." 
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ENTERTAINMENT 
More minus than plus points 


VIEWFINDER 


Nestor U. Torre 


smiles, it comes off as а grimace. And her 
speaking voice needs a lot of lessons to modu- 
late. 

As for Gerald, he's boy-next-door appealing, 
and he too works hard on his role. But his prob- 
Jem is the vagueness of his character, as writ- 
ten. 

Нез supposed to be at loose ends because 
his parents long-distance marriage is troubled. 
‘An additional problem surfaces when its re- 
vealed that his mom and Kim's dad used to be 
romantically linked when they were in college. 

Asa result of all these pressures, Gerald is al- 
temately indolent and anguished, and we end 
up sharing Kim's impatience with him. 

‘Asan actor, Gerald needs to work on his ar- 
ticulation, which is occasionally stilted. He 
should also stop relying on his good looks and 
fresh appeal to get passing marks asa thespian, 
because his roles are bound to get more com- 
plex as his career progresses. 

Despite the movie's flaws, it is passably en- 
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tertaining, until it hits two more major sticking 
points: 

"The first is the cyding race that’s made such 
a big deal of in the story: Viewers are sorely dis- 


IF 


LOS ANGELES—MARIE OSMOND FAINT- 
ей onstage during ABC TV's live broadcast | 
Monday of "Dancing with the Stars" but 
quickly recovered. Osmond and her partner, 
dancer Jonathan Roberts, had just finished a 
samba when she suddenly toppled. Said host 
‘Tom Bergeron: “The first words out of her 


appointed when the two leads are shown “con- 
ditioning" themselves very poorly for it. And, 
when the actual race is staged, it's too small 
and phlegmatic to be believed. 8899985399588 

‘Another major problem is the movie's belat- 
ed avi heavy banded fous оп he romande LS CINEMAS 
back story involving the two young leads par- 
ents. This focus distracts from the film's central 
teen love story, especially because it’s largely 
played out toward the movie's end, when we 
should be concentrating on the two young pro- 
tagonists and how they finally tum out. 

"The saving grace here is the focused and felt 
performance of Lotiot de Leon as Kim's mother 
Her portrayal is even more impressive because 
it has been crafted under such confusing cir- 
cumstances. 

What about director Lito Cayetano? As these 
notes indicate, his movie has more minus than 
plus points, so its reevaluation time for him, if 
he really wants to make good movies. 

"The lessons he can leam from his first fea- 
ture film may include: working with really 
good actors, making their character curves 
dear and believable, emphasizing credibility in 
staging specialized scenes like bike races, posi- 
tioning scenes in a more focused fashion, and E 
constantly asking himself the key quesion: EET 
“Whose story is this?” Ё [141 

If he works hard to leam these lessons, his 
second feature should be better, and the local 
‘movie industry shall have gained another com- 
petent director whose films can delight, inspire 
and move us in the years to come. 
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Strictly For Adults 


From Ang Lee, the award-winning director of 
“Brokeback Mountain" and "Crouching Tiger Hidden Dragon" 


A startling, erotic espionage thriller to be shown 
in its original UNCUT version, 


The fin is about а young secret agent (Tang Wel) who was assigned 
1o seduce a high-ranking neligence offal (Tony Leung) ofthe puppet 
government in WWII Shanghai. As she plunged deeper into the dangerous 
дате of lus betrayal and espionage. she slowly realzed that her relationship 
wih er prey had evolved nfo something she did not expect. 


“A sumptuous, masterful piece 
of cinema... The torrid, full nudity scenes... 


set the screen ablaze.” 
ben tienole,Phifapine Daly Inquirer 


LUST S CAUTION 


“a tragic melodrama... This time love 
is a performance, a irap... an illusion." 
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Paul Anka at 66: Too 
good to stop singing 


105 ANGELES—PAUL ANKA 
has written ап inordinate 
amount of pop music classics, 
cranking out hit songs like “My 
Way" for Frank Sinatra, "It 
Doesn't Matter Anymore” for 
Buddy Holly, saving “Lonely 
Boy" "Put Your Head on My 
Shoulder" "Puppy Love" and 
others for himself—not bad fora 
guy who arrived on the music 
scene in 1956 with a not-quite- 
as-catchy tune about a place 
called Blaauwildebeestefontein. 

Anka, who is marking his 
50th year in show business, ac- 
tually tried to break into the 
business 51 years ago. 

“А lot of people dont know 1 
‘came to LA the prior year to visit 
an unde," the 66-year-old Canadi- 
an-bom singer-songwriter recalled 
recently as he was putting the fin- 
ishing touches on his anniversary. 
album, the just-released "Classic 
Songs My Way" 


Afailureat 15 

Still a high school student, Anka 
had brought with him the book 
“Prester John" (required reading 
for Canadians because it was writ- 
ten by the country’s legendary gov- 
emor general, John Buchan). 

“The premise of it took place in 
Africa,” he recalled. "There was a 
town called Blaauwildebeeste- 
fontein. I loved the title, so T 
hitchhiked to Culver City 
and made a record of it.” 

The result? 

“Twas а failure at 15,” 

‘Anka laughed. 

Fortunately for him, Jt 
Sinatra, Johnny Carson 
(Anka wrote Carson's t 
"The Tonight Show" 
theme) and pop music in 
general, he headed to 


New York the following year. This. 
time he brought with him a more 
traditional song about a 16-year- 
olds unrequited love for an older 
woman. 

“Diana” became a No. 1 hit and 
tumed a short kid whose voice had 
not quite matured into an 
‘overnight teen idol. 


Proud of achievements 

Fifty years later, he is still short 
but the voice is deeper and richer 
and the 'SOsstyle pop star pom- 
padour is gone, having surren- 
dered to a slightly receding hair- 
line. 

‘Anka is also still writing songs, 
still recording and touring, and 
stil occasionally discovering the 
latest new thing. When urban folk 
music had a renaissance in the 
1970s, he found John Prine and 
Steve Goodman in Chicago. When 
рор crooners came back into style 
earlier this decade, he discovered 
fellow Canadian Michael Buble 
and helped produce his first al- 
bum. 

But Anka is especially proud 
that, no matter what the current 
trend, he has placed а Billboard 
"Top 50 hit on the charts in every 
decade of his career 

"Well talk again in 2010,” he 
jokes during a recording studio 

break. "Ive got one 

decade left.” 

Or maybe two. 

“Oh, ТЇ slow 

down a litle” he 

adds. “But to to- 

tally retire? It 

aint gonna hap- 


PAUL Anka wrote “My 
Way" for Frank Sinatra. 
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Getting the facts straight 


From Felice Amarillo 
(friendly.voice@ya- 
hoo.com), Bel-Air Makati: 

Why does your writer 
Pocholo Concepcion sound 
judgmental? Look at how he 
commented on Josh Groban's 
attire [at an МТУ function]. 
Please get your facts straight. 
Or don’t forget to mention 
that it is just your opinion. Al- 
so, Josh has only three al- 
bums, not five. 


in suits and formal attire 
Groban turned up casually 
garbed in a striped Tshirt, 
blue jeans, black denim jacket 
and low-cut Converse sneak- 
ers, He was also unshaven. 
“The look seemed to reflect 
Groban's desire to shatter any 
resistance that people, espe- 
cially those unfamiliar to his 
music, may still harbor 
against it." 
2) You also corrected the 
writer about the number of al- 
We wonder which bums Groban had 
part of the story recorded, insisting 
sounded judgmental there were only 
toyou. FEEDBACK not five.” Three 
Pocholo Concepcion studio albums, у 
merely described what. you missed two live 
Josh Groban was wearing dur- 
ing that affair. The truth was, 
the writer, in his own words, 
"loved the outfit" and saw it as 
an expression of the singer's 
“easygoing personality" and 
is desiretoreach outtothose “Live аг the Greek” 
who may think his musiciseli- (CD/DVD, 2004), апі 
tist. “Awake,” (available with DVD, 
The exact words that came 2006). 
out in the story: Hope this settles everything. 
“Аг the inauguration party, Thank you for keeping us on 
the invited guests сате dressed our toes, 


bums. 

All in all, he has released: 
‘Yosh Groban” (2001), “Josh 
Groban In Concert" (CD/DVD, 
2002), "Closer" (available 
with DVD, 2003), 
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no iconic figure is beyond 

Cate Blanchett, who shot to 
stardom as Queen Elizabeth I, won 
an Academy Award as Katharine 
Hepburn and enchanted audiences 
as the mythic elf Galadriel in “The 
Lord of the Rings” trilogy. 

In "Elizabeth: The Golden Age,” which 
opened last week in the United States, 
Blanchett reprises her role as the long- 
reigning queen during her epic struggle to 
protect England amid a holy war with 
Spain. A month after "The Golden Age" 
comes “I'm Not There,” with Blanchett one 
of six actors embodying an icon of modern. 
times—Bob Dylan. Blanchett plays an in- 
carnation of the musician during the Dy- 
lan-goes-electric uproar in the mid-1960s, 
when fans of his early acoustic sound re- 
nounced him for plugging in. 

A certain fearlessness is needed to take 
on figures as familiar as Hepburn and Dy- 
lan, a ruler as illustrious as Elizabeth or a 
character as beloved as Galadriel, or to 
jump into a rabidly awaited sequel such as 
her current project, “Indiana Jones and the 
Kingdom of the Crystal Skull.” 


is OS ANGELES—IT SEEMS 


Choosing roles 

While it's taken some convincing by film- 
makers for Blanchett to agree to some 
parts, she said her choices generally come 
from the gut. 

“People say, ‘How do you choose a role?” 
In the end, I think you really decide in 
about two and a half seconds," Blanchett, 
38, said during an interview at a Los Ange- 
les theater before a question-and-answer 
session with an audience catching an ad- 
vance screening of "The Golden Age." 

“Isa purely instinctual response. And 
then you spend the rest of your time trying to 
rationalize your way into it or out of it 
Sometimes that takes a couple of weeks and 
sometimes it takes 10 years, like ‘Elizabeth.” 

When "Elizabeth" premiered in 1998, 
Blanchett had only a few television and 
screen credits and was little-known outside 
her native Australia, where she trained in 
theater and had become an acclaimed 
stage performer. 


Oscar nod 

An irreverent glimpse of the early, uncer- 
tain days of a woman whom history has 
painted asa steely monarch, "Elizabeth" 
earned Blanchett a Best Actress Oscar nom- 
ination. 

‘A Supporting Actress win followed for 
her turn as Hepburn in 2004's “The Avia- 
tor and Blanchett received a third nomi- 
nation for last year's "Notes on a Scandal," 
in which she co-starred with Judi 
Dench—who won an Oscar for playing 
Queen Elizabeth in "Shakespeare in Love” 
the same year “Elizabeth” came out. 

Though actresses as esteemed as Bette 


Davis and Glenda Jackson both had played 
Elizabeth two times, Blanchett was hesi- 
tant to return to the role at first. In fact, she 
had reservations about playing the part the 
first time around. 

Blanchett recalled: “My initial feeling 
when the film came my way the first 
time—it was probably hubris, because I 
was completely unknown and should have 
been throwing myself at their feet—but I 
thought, well, Glenda Jackson's done this. 
What do I have to say about it?" 

Playing Dylan was an easier sell when 
Blanchett met with “I'm Not There" direc- 
tor and co-writer Todd Haynes, who also 
cast Richard Gere, Christian Bale and 
Heath Ledger among the six actors portray- 
ing different sides of the enigmatic rocker. 

‘The incarnations range from a 13-year- 
old black boy riding the rails under the 
name Woody Guthrie, an early idol of Dy- 


lan's, to Gere as the grizzled Billy the Kid in 
the Old West, representing Dylan's period 
asa recluse in Woodstock, New York. 
Haynes “wanted to talk to me before I 
read the script, which was actually really 
wise, because the script was verging on im- 
penetrable,” Blanchett said. “Because it 
was a filmmaker script, all the pieces of the 
puzzle were in Todd's mind. I think the title 
of the section I was in was ‘Electric Star 
Wreaks Havoc on His European Tour in ће 
Style of Fellini's “8%” When somebody of- 
fers you something as insane as that, it 
would be pure cowardice to say no.” 


Reunion 

Along with the “Indiana Jones" adven- 
ture opposite Harrison Ford, Blanchett next 
year also reunites with Brad Pitt, her co- 
star in 2006's "Babel," for "The Curious 
Case of Benjamin Button.” 

Adapted from an Е Scott Fitzgerald story, 
the film casts Pitt as a man developing 
backward from old age to infancy, with 
Blanchett as the lover aging in the opposite 
direction. 

Pitt was thrilled to work with Blanchett 
again so soon after “Babel.” 

"She is mesmerizing. I don't know why It's 
beyond my understanding,” Pitt said. “Why 
‘we all want to work with her is, she elevates 
the rest of us.” 

Since the time “Elizabeth” wrapped, di- 
rector Shekhar Kapur had talked of doing a 
second film about the queen. Blanchert 


thought he was joking, but over the years, 
Kapur continually raised the prospects with 
her and co-star Geoffrey Rush, who repris- 
es his role as Elizabeth's wily adviser. 

Rush recalled Blanchett's reluctance and 
Kapur's salesmanship when the three met 
to discuss it a few years ago. 

"Cate was saying, ‘Oh, but you know, I've 
played that character. It just feels like re- 
peating her. Its going to be kind of a dead- 
end for me as an actress," Rush said. 

Kapur stressed the differences between 
the first film, when Elizabeth was more of a 
girlish figure thrust onto the throne, and 
the new story, set decades later as the 
queen faces a storm of political and person- 
al crises, among them a spinster’s realiza- 
tion that her chances for love and children 
were slipping away, Rush said. 


Iconic figure 

"A middle-aged woman confronting be- 
ing established as the queen, caught up inia 
holy war between Catholic Spain and 
Protestant England. The armada. The New 
World opening up, the unknown spirit of ` 
adventure. The fact that she's now become. 
this iconic monarch figure and can't really 
have a life and can't have children or family 
oranything,” Rush said. "Ies a beautifully 
written role, and Cate is absolutely aston- 
ishing init." 

"The Golden Age" co-stars Samantha 
Morton as Elizabeth's scheming cousin, 
Mary, Queen of Scots, and Clive Owen as 
Sir Walter Raleigh, the explorer who sparks 
the queen's romantic longing. 

Raleigh also evokes longing for travel. 
and adventure in a queen who, forall her 
worldliness, never left England. 


Tight secrecy 

“To have someone walk into court who's 
literally gone to the edges of the known 
world, How incredible and expansive must 
that have been for her, her sense of poetry 
and the possibility of what life could be," 
Blanchett said. “It was interesting, I found, 
to play a vicariousness in the relationship 
with Raleigh, rather than simply making it, 
here comes Clive Owen, isn't he hand- 
some? But to actually sort of say, Та like to 
be him. Гуе certainly had those experi- 
ences, Iwas talking today about watching 
the ‘Indiana Jones films. My experience 
was as a young girl, I wanted to be Indiana 
Jones and have those adventures.” 

Director Steven Spielberg and producer 
George Lucas are maintaining tight secrecy, 
so Blanchett cannot offer details about her 
role in the fourth “Indiana Jones” flick. But 
she is getting to live some of Indy's adven- 
tures. 

"Steven is saying he makes it my mission 
everyday to give me five butch things to do. 
He's trying to butch me up," Blanchett said. 
“He's saying he's going to cast me in a film 
where I'm continually in a harness with five 
machine guns." David Germain, АР 


